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CITIZENS UNION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL
SPECIAL ELECTION 2009

Citizens Union would appreciate your response to the following questions related to Council
and election reform policy issues facing the City of New York. We plan to make public yout

responses to this questionnaire on our website and in other appropriate venues,

Citizens Union will also be using your answess to guide the process of evaluating candidates
for this office and to assist us in determining whether to fssuc a candidate “endorsement.”

We thank you very much for your response.

el !
Candidate Name: ___/ O MY g AR EL Age: s/

7
O¥ffice to Which You Seek (Re) Election: Council District #: 497 !

203 ForzesrT AvE. SI,NY IC50%5

Campaign Address:

Campaign Telephone Number: (7ig) S9F ~ €127 Fax: (71 )Y+~ 7146
o w NES ~TAYLOR

Pacty Affdiation(s)tb(’gjgwﬂ 4 Campaign Manager Name: 5[_1 anda Da;gﬁ; ~/ éyﬂc’.(
Website & Tmail_4-bsr 19676 Yaboo. Com /

Education: (h f’aclvw 5[(3 b-é’j]/ &€

Occupation/Employcr. (or years in currently held elected office); Pretce , 5T PHuwies
BAP“FI 3T CuuvcH

Previous Offices, Campaigns and Community/Civic Involvement:
TrusTee ~Ricnmone Uyive MEDICAL e, CommvniTy HeAlTr Camic

3
4

£ pArive X
fak -

RuuMeyd, VP Execvpiye Boane WAACPS Exed. Divecror , Vimwm A EFFS
ri T

Are you willing to be interviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Committec? YES _t/ﬁ o_.
(Please note: Citizens Union can grant its “Preferved Candidate” and “Endorsed Candidate” rating enly to candidates
1% have intervieived )

Signature of Candidate: \j@r @M ' Datery) @ 13, 09

Citizens Union * 299 Broadway, Suite 700 New York, NY 10007
phone 212.227-0342 ¢ fax 212-227-0345 + citizens{@citizensunion.org « Www.citizensunion.ong
Peter ) W. Sherwin , Chair « Dick Dadey, Tixecutive Director




2009-01-28 1410

SHANDA®  17184427946>>  212227034%

Page 3 of 10

I. CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Please state yout position on the following reform measures, Specify whether you support or
oppose each. You may claborate in the space provided at the end ur on additional paper,

VOTING AND ELECTIONS REFORM
1. What is your position on allowing independents to vote in .
Jarisyouep g indep party Support/Oppuse
pritriaries?
Comments:_} oppose independents voring in party primaties hecause it was their cholee not to
chuose a4 party and therefore should not be afforded that

upportiy.,

2. What is your position on passage of state legislation that would allow
referenda initiated by the City Council and/or the public to appear on
the ballot at the vame time as a teferendum initiated by 2 chatter
commissipn appointed by the Mayor?

Comments:__! suppust beeause the City Council should hasve the powet to put tssues to the

Support/Oppose

voters of NYC when issaes and pulicies directly affect

them.

3. What is your position on increasing the pay of Election Day poll
wotkers above the current §200 they are allotied per election event?
Comments;

Supputt /Oppose

4. What is your position on tequiting that the Board of Elections in the
City of New York be inicluded in the preliminarily and final mayor's  Suppott/Oppose
management report?
Comments:
MMR. However, the issue of Mayoral oversight for the BOI has some potential conflict of

1 £ the Mayor has oversight over the BOE then tt should be ineluded in the

inerests,

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM
5. What is yout position on establishing stricter requirement for the Support /Oppose

P 310
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disbursement of campaign finance matching funds to candidates that
face non-cotnpetitive challengers?
Comments:_ do ggrey but the definition of non competitive sieeds Lo be very
clear., e _. .
6. What is your position on banning the teansfer of funds that were .
support /Oppose

raised in a previous election eycle into a current account?
Comments:__1 v suppost Daaning the transfer of funds but strongly believe the we should
closely analyze the program and determine how much it really costs to rmn an effective and

cr)mpulilivu

campaggn. o A

7. What is your position on allowing campaign financing for ballot

proposals?
Comments; s Support However, it aeeds to be explored as to who can putnitiatives on

Support/ Oppose

the hallor and the process that

cntfls.

8. What is your position on lowering the campaign conteibution limit for

City Council candidates from the curtent $2,750 for those who Support/Oppost
participate in the city’s campaign finance program?
Comments:

9, What is your position on lowering the cxpenditure limit for City

Council candidates who patticipate in the city’s campaign finance Support/Uppose
program?
Cotnments:_ oppoxe hreanse expenditires can vary based wpon the dynamics of the
T, - R
CITY COUNCIL REFORM
10, What is your position on allowing Council committees to function Support /Oppose

mote independently of the speaker than is presently the caser

P4110
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v Should committees be able to issue subpoenas by a vote of their  Suppors/Oppose
memberss
Comments;

11, What is your position on eliminating or limiting stipends for

committee chairs and leadership positions? Support/Oppost

Comments: I oppose eliminating stipends but 1t should be equitable across the
boaurd. .
12. What is yout position on consolidating the current City Council Support/Uppose

committee structure and reducing the nutmbet of overall committees?
Comments:__It appears to foe these is dupliciry in the overalt committee structare. We shoukd

carefully examine the implicattons of consolidating,

13, What is your position on the recent extension of tetn limits for the
city's elected officials to three consecntive four-year terms? Please suppart /Oppose

explain your answer.
Comments: | support the coneept of term limits however, the decision should be left @ the

voters and not the Mavor or Caly

Council_

14. What is your position on modifying the City Charter to require that

changes to term limits may only be approved by the voters?
Comments: | support and feel i shoudd be

codificd.

Suppot! /Oppose

POLICY ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE
15, What is your position on ftansferting prosecutorial power over Support/Cppose

P5/10
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substantiated claims of police misconduct to the Civilian Complaint

Review Board? If oppose, what would you propose to ensure

sufficient public oversight and effective adjudication in handling

claims of alleged police misconduct?
Cotnments;___We need an independent review board that reposts divectly ro the DA with thuir
findings of any

allegations, - -

16. Do you helicve that the State Legislature should renew mayoral
control of the city’s public schools in its present form? If oppose, Support/Uppose
what specific changes to the curtent system would you recommend?
Comments:____| helieve the school sysiem needs (o be decentralized and courdimated in a way that
detnyes more inclusive education not just reach ro test. The system should also be casier for parents

to fravigate,

17. What is your position on establishing mandatoty inclasionary zoning
standards and requirements for all new residental development
projeets? If so, what should be the minimum percentage set aside for
low inicome households?

Comments:__| believe that pereentage set asides for low income households should vange Letween
2000 45", [However, since the size and seale of o project varies, pereentages will also need to

support /Oppose

variable. e

<

18, What is your position on changing the current land use process under
ULURP to limit the role of community-based planning?
Comments:

Support/Oppose

19. What is your position on the Ravitch Commission’s recommendations

for new tevenue soutces for funding the MTA and alteting its

governance? Please explain your answer, as well as your thoughts on  Support/Oppose

how the experiences of the debate surrounding the city’s efforts to

implement congestion pricing can infortn the current discussion,
Comments;__1 uppose thig because the commissions recommenidations are a fool’s artempt to
halanee the states budger shorttall on the backs of the poor and working class In NYCL The
suggestion that tolls on st River bridpes ix a solution wo traffic congestion (as stused v Mayor

Bloombery’s NYC congestion plan) and reinvigomted by the Ravitch commission is nothing maore
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than class warfare apainst residents in the outer boroughs who need these bridges to commute ity
Manhattan, Also the commission’s recommendation o add » fare ke on the Vermpane bridge ro
Staten bslanders who alieady pays the highest roll on any bridge in the State of NY is deplomble,
UThe Raviteh commssion needed to explore the internal agency euts by suspending certain eapitol
projuers amd or finding signifteant far within the agencies operanng budger before rurning the
Dudget axe towards New Yorkers. T also behieve that the AT and all public authonties should not
opetate autonomousty and should be repulated with diveer oversight from the legislatar,
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Please use the space provided of a separate sheet of paper to elaborate on your positions on

the above issues. You may also provide additional information on any actions that you have
taken ot plan to take to advance your positions on these issues.
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CAMPAIGN PROMISES BEING MADE TO VOTERS IN 2009

Citizens Union is adding 2 new element to its evaluation of incumbents rmaning for re-
election. In addition to evaluating theit stances on the issues above, Citizens Union will
assess incumbents on how well they kept the promises they made to voters during the
previous election.

As a candidate who presently does not hold elected office, CU is interested it knowing what
ate the top five promises you are making to the votets during this campaign?

We thank you very much for your response. Please feel free to use additional pape if the
space provided is not sufficient.

TOQP FIVE CAMPAIGN PROMISES BEING MADE IN 2009
1. _I pledge to cteate a Healthcare taskforce for the 49" Disttict, To form
recommendations on addressing the healthcare crisis among Staten

Islanders.

2. _I'will also hite a director of Community Development within my office to work
solely with Non-profit agencies to access agency and foundation grants, We will
wotk with small business development groups, LDC’s, BID's and economic
development agencies to focus on job ceeation throughout the

disetict.

3, _My goal as City Councilman is to obtain healthcare funding for more Primary
Care facilities on Btaten

Island
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4. __To organize a floating constituent service system that will provide access to the
City Council for all communities of the 49" district, We will create pattnetships
with local ron-profi¢s and CBO’s and I will assign a full time staffer to the
council office that will perform constituent intake and assessment throughout the
district 3 days a week. This will remove the red tape and bureaucracy currently in
place which makes access to yout City Councilman to voice yout Issues
unattainable. This new setvice system will allow me to hear first hand, che issues
and concetns of my district, be accessible to my communities and allow me to

connect, respond and work on real resolutions,

Please retum to: Cidzens Unlon, Loeal Candidates Commitiee
299 Broadway, Suite 700 New York, NY 10007
of via fax to 212.227.0345



