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2010 QUESTIONNAIRE FOR
CANDIDATES FOR NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE

Citzens Union would appiecmte your response to the following questionnaite related to policy issues facing
the State of New York and our interest in reforrrung how state government operates. Responses to these
qucqﬂom will be one of several factoxs Citizens Union will use to evaluate candidates who are running for
office in otder to determine our “Preferred Candidates” for the primary cleetion and “Endorsed Candidates”
for the gencral clection, If you seek our suppott, we would also need to schedule an interview with you as
part of the evaluation process.

We plan o make responses ko this questionnaire public in our Votexs Directory and other approptiate venues,

We thank you very much for your response,

candidce Name: _ ool [orannger Ager 2]
Offiee to Which You Scek (Re) Election: Assembly/Senate  Districl #: 26

Campaign Addsess: PO Kow b 1014

Campaign Telephone Number: (417) 4 2..(?: - 349% Fax:{( )
Paxty Aftllistion(s):_Jm odent Campalgn Manager Name: 4«5’%7\ Ao
Website & Limailt ALl b, b rainn gdeda Eo e oss uv-Jﬂfq,

edoroi. ST Cor oS emblGG2 gme, c/aw'\
Ldueation: gLA.!L,{ ;QALQ,,.&? ‘O“? Nernd Yoric Loy Sc,L.n-.a( fog

Qcenpation/Employer (or years in curtently held elected office): @@&MM
e Yor K Shode. Jssem it
Previous Offices, Campaigns and Community/Civie Involvement: M C-Maéf-‘-'/” il ( aPven i, JQRM /.

e

Are you willing to be interviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Committee?  YES S/ NO
(Please note: Citizens Union can grant dts "Preferred Candiduse” and “Lindorsed Candidute” vating onfy G capuliglates we bave intarviswed,)
Have you completed requisite eurnpaign fingace filings? YIS NO

Signature of € md(datj ‘/’5 ‘=_/\_:' Dare 07 / / 5// 4
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1. CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

DPlesse state your posidon on the following reform measures. Specify whether you support or oppose cach.
You may claborate in the space provided ar the end or on additional papex,

ELECTION REFORM
1. What is your position on establishing by statute an Tndependent Legislative

Redistricting Comimission chatged with deawlng congtessional and state
legristutive Hines and removing the responsibility from the Legislature, through the <
passage of S.16148/A 52798 ?

2. What is your position on a process whete the legislature divectly appoints the S
membets of a districting commission, as in 8.7881-A or 8.7882-A, as an Sapport{Oppose )
alternative to the independent commission referred to in Question 1?

3. What is your position on maintaining the current redistricting process in which
legislative lines are deawn by the legislators with suppout and rescarch from the " Q )

Support{ Oppose

New Yauk State Task Fotee on Demagraphic Research and Reappottionment
LATFOR)?
4. What is your position on the adaption of stricter redistricting rules that would
ensute that every disrrice is: mote cqual in population (within 1% deviation from
Suppora(')ppose

Suppt_)';t Oppose

!

the mean), contiguous and compact, formed without regard for protecting an.
incumbent or polineal party, mindful of the need to keep neighborhoods intact,
and not drawn o undermine racial, linguistie, and ethnic representation?

the administration of ¢lections by amending the constitution to abolish the two-

5. What 15 your position on restrueturing the state Board of I2lectdons and changing
Suppm:r< Oppose

r?

party system of governance and operanon?
6. What is your posirion on making it easier for candidates to appeat ont the ballot
by, for example, lowering signeture requirements and utilizing less burdensome (@)pwme
wirness signature requirements?
7. What is your position on amending the Municipal Home Rule law to lirnit the )
ability of 2 mayor-appolnted chacter revision commission to “bump” other local (@Oppose
charrer amendments from appearing on the ballot?
8, What is youl position on removing prisenet populatlons from the census counts :
(@O{mese

for the purpose of redistricting and instead counting those populations in their
last known place of residence?

9. What iz your pc)si»fiun on amending the constitution to allow for Election Day <
Registradon?

10, What is your position on amending the constitution to allow for no-cxcuse
absentee voting?

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM
11, What is your position on lowering campaign conttibution limits for legislative and Suppore @pn;\

statewide candidates for public office?

12, What is your position on establishing a system of public finanging for state "; X
i . : - Suppott Yose
legrislative und statewide vaces? < re Pl

tunds are awarded on a matching basis (similar in design and function to the New {Support)Oppose
Yok City system) rather than g system of full public funding of campaigns?

13, 1f you support public financing, what is your position on a system where public O
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14, What is your position on restucting campaign contributions from registered
lobbyists and those who do business with the state?

Suppot (”)ppo@;z\

15. What is your position on banning campaign contributions from corporations,
LLCs, and LLPs, while still allowing such entities to form separate PACs?

16. What is your position on limiting transfers from patty committees to candidates,
or other committees, to twice the limit set on individual contriliutors and limiting ( Support DOppose
contributions to party committees to the same ceiling placed on candidates?

17. What is yout position on increasing disclosure wund reporting of campaign

Suppo Oppaﬁsc

contributions and expenditures by requiring candidates to include full name, hmmc( Supporyf Oppose
address, and employer/business name for cach contribution?

18, What is your position on requiting that two periodic campaign finance reports be
filed during che legislative session 1o refleet contributions given during the { Suppc:».tr/)]pj_mse

session?
19. What is your position on stricter requirements on the use of campaign S
o . . " SupparAOppose
contributions for non-campaign related activity, such as personal use? L
20, What is youx position on requiring disclosure of independent expenditure e
e ( Support/{Ipposc
campaignse
e —
ETHICS REFORM

21. What is your position on changing the representation of the Commission on vl
. s , . ) C Support)Oppose
Public Integtity so no one clected official makes # majority of (he appointments?
22, What is yout position on expanding the juzisciction of the newly formed
Commission on Public Tntegrity o inelude legislative cthies violations, lobbying C Suppot i/ OPPOSﬂ
and campaign finance enforcement?

BUDGET REFORM
23, What is yous position on requidng all budget documents, induding budget bills
and legislative additions, to be presented in a format that is organized into (
programmutic cutegoties and facilitates public and legislative review?

24, What is your position on requiring the governor’s budget submission to present d _ﬁbt /
; ; L . L . o uppor os¢
the full scope of the state’s financial obligations, including its public authorities? PP PP

25. What is your position on establishing an independent, nonpattisan budget office to
provide revenue projections, display economic and policy analysis and require that upport/ Qpposc
the state engage in long term, mult year budget plaaning? .
) P ) s e . . Poire - (,_}
26. What is yowr position on the usc of Giencrally Accepred Accounting Principles Sapport/Oppose
—

(GAAD) rather than cash accounting for the state budpet?
What is your position on requiring regalar reporting of lamp-sum appropriations

and member items that includes detailed information on funds distributed, WPPO .
g 5

Suppott/ppose

o

[
=~

reeipients, and remaining fands and bans on member item appropriations to {
ornnizations of which a close relative of the Member is on the staff or board.?
28. What is your position on distributing member item allocations equally amongst all
legislarors and eequirving for preater accountability as expressed in 8. 7007/A101162
b, i s position on incoeporatin se of petformanc Ting 2 2
29. What is yout: position on incotporating the use of performance l-:mdgetmg and 41'_: pott/Oppose
outcome measwement to promotc the motc rational appropdation of state funds?
: . s S B : d Y i TE
30. What is your position on instituting a fater sturt date for the stale fiscal year? ([Support JOppose
31, What is your position on mandating the use of conference committees in the
legislative budget process?

Support/ f)ppus?)

Suppott/Oppose
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ADDITIONAL REFORM

32. Do you suppott a system of selecting New York trial court judges thtough an
appointment process in which candidates are recommended by citizens
comtnittees on the basis of merit?

e,

Supptitt)Oppose

government entifics to award separaie prime contracts for the major components
of a consttuction project?

33. Do you support farther reform of the Wicks Law, which requires New York State

(@Oppose

Please use the space pravided of a separate shest of papet to elabotate on your positions on the above issues,
You may also provide additional information on any actions that you have taken or plan to take 1o advance

yout positions on these issuces.
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CAMPAIGN PROMISES MADE TO VOTERS

As a cundidate who preseatly does not hold elected office, CU s interested in knowing yout top five
campaign promises or goals you are making to the voters during this campaign for this posinon,

If clected, Citizens Union will use these promises or goals to cvaluate your performance while in office, as
well as, to evalyate your candidacy in the furre,

We thank you very much for your response. Please feel free to use additional paper if the space provided is
nat sufficient,

TOP FIVE 2010 CAMPAIGN PROMISES OR GOALS
L. érea’ref *rAnsgarznm‘ and ouversiakt of putarde ousinest  micres?S
2. ﬁr}\mt‘ﬂﬁ'ﬁ Qt’ ol "fmmsge_cuﬂ_m\a, r'e,SﬂMsI“é‘ {O\Jéﬁe_‘llv\ﬁ M@‘H\oc(.f-
} i o )
3 C,\em\ fund "\‘\I‘ﬂm!'fdn?m'l” pemloer Nem disfr dbubons
4, ?\r\)\\a F\u’\kr\mv\g of e !ECJ‘IS'AS - Slm:\ﬂ-r h N,yC fys/-fr“-
5. ’m\e.pem\ef\\’ Fe.é\s%w‘k\v\i

Pleasc retuen to: Citizens Union, Local Candidates Committee
299 Broadway, Suite 700 New York, NY 10007
via fax to 212.227.0345 or via email to gyepteno@citizensunion,org
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Additional Commen

5, Allowing the administration of elections by a two party system of governance and
operation ensures some fairness. The system s not pecfect, but the administration
of elections is extremely political by nature and any new method is likely to be
infected by politics in some way. Creating a new system to administer clections
provides an opportunity for those with political agendas to hijack the process
without any guarantee of balance. In my opinion, the current system, while not
perfect, is better than the alternatives.

11, The 1% Amendment provides that individuals have a constitutional right to
spend money on candidates who support their views, Rightly, laws have provided a
limit on how much one may spend on candidates. In my opinion, New York has
reached a fair balance in regard to contribution limits and further restricting these
individual rights would be antithetical to the spirit of the Constitution,

12. As stated previously - 1%t Amendment rights. The law provides that quid pro quo
agreements in regard Lo campaign contributions are illegal and [ support all effors
to see that these laws are enforced.

15. New York State laws treat corporations as individuals. In keeping with this
tradition, 1 oppose redistricting separate entilies from contributing to candidates
whose issues they support,

27, In the past, some legislators have used to the member item process to
improperly enrich friends and relatives. However, there may be times when such
appropriations do serve the interests of the public and such distributions are
appropriate. | believe that such distributions demand strict scrutiny, butTam
hesitant to insist on a hard line rule on this issue.

28, Certain legislators may come from districts that are more in need of government
funding than others, | feel that member item distributions should not be determined
based solely on senjority or loyalty to the leadership. However, a hard line rule of
equal member item distribution across the hoard to all legislators is not the most
efficient way to serve New Yorkers. [ wholcheartedly support greater oversight and
transparency in member item distributions.



