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Citizens Union would appreciate your responses to the following questions related to policy issues
facing the City of New York that ate of concern to Citizens Union and the citizens of the City. We
plan to make public your responses to this questiontiite jn our Votets Directory, on our website,
and i other approptiate venues. Respotises to these questions will be one of several factors
Citizens Union will use to evaluate candidates who are running for office in order to determine our
“Prefetred Candidates” for the pnmm’y election and “Endorsed Candidates” for the general election.
In order to receive Citizens Union’s “preferred” of “endorsed” status, in addition to completing the
questionnaire, candidates must participate in an intetview with Citizens Union’s Local Gandidates
Committee.

We thank you very mpch for your response.
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Candidate Name:
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Are you willing to beéntemewed by CUs Local Cam.llddt(’.b Corrgutteeg YE
Have you completed tequisite campaign finance filings? Y
(Plaasz note: Citisens Union can grant its *Preferred Condidate® zmn’ "Endorsed Candedate” rating ondy to candidates we have

interviewed. We will make eve ip ?Wr City Connpil}
Date; M

Citfzens Union = 299 Broadway New York, NY 10007

phone 212-227-0342 » fax 212-227-0345 » citizens@citizensunion.org + www citizensunion. Org
Petex J.W. Shexwin, Chais + Dick Dadey, Executive Director

Signature of Candidate
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I. CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whether you support ot oppose each.
You miay elaborate in the space provided at the end or on additional paper.

VOTING AND ELECTIONS REFORM

1. What is your position with respect to allowing voters Support Oppose
who ate tegistered as independents to vote in party
pritoaties?

2. What s your position on passage of state legislation Support Oppose

that would allow referenda initiated by the City
Council and/ox the public to appear on the ballot at
the same time as 2 refetendum initiated by a chatter
comtnission appointed by the Mayor?

bl

What is yout position on increasing the pay of
Election Day poll workers above the current $200
they are allotted per election event?

Oppose

*

0y 00

What is your position on restructuting New York’s Suppott Oppose
current board of elections model to eliminate political
patty tesponsibility for overall election administration
and replace it with 2 system that narrows political
party involvement to certification of candidate
petitions and the actual counting of votes?

©w

What is your position on having an election Support Oppose
adrainistration system where there is a local elections
executive director appointed by the mayor upon
recommendation by a new boatd that is chosen by the
mayor and the city council?

J

AMPAIGN FINAN ORM

J

6. What is your position on implementing “wat chest” Support Oppose
restrictions that would prohibit a candidate from
transferting funds raised int a previous election ¢ycle
inte a cuttent campaign comimittee for a different
office?
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7. What is your position on allowing campaign financing
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for ballot proposals?
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Oppose

I

10.

11.

12.

13.

UNCIL. REFORM

What is your position on allowing Council

committees to function more independently of the

speaker than is presently the case?

2. Should committee staff be hired by and report to
committee chairs?

b. Should committee hearings and votes be
scheduled at the direction of the chairs?

c. Should committees be able to issue subpoenas by
a vote of their members?

What is your position ofi:

a. limiting councilmembers’ ablity to earn outside
mncome?

b. making the job of councilmember a full-time
position?

¢ elimninating or limiting stipends for committee
chaits and leadership posiions?

What is your position on requiting that any future

increase in councilmember compensation not affect
those serving in the cuttent term of the council and
only be applied prospectively to the following tetm?

What is your position on consolidating the current
City Council committee structute and reducing the
nuimber of ovetall committees?

What is yous position on term limits for elected
officials?

What 15 your position on modifying the City Chatter
to require that changes to term litnits may only be
apptoved by the voters?

Support

Supg ort

@;n

Oppose

Oppose
Oppose

Oppose

Oppose
Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose
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14, What is your position on the recent extension of term(*- @ Oppose

limits for the city’s elected officials to three

consecutive fout-year terms? Please explain yout
answer. QQ
g wwi ﬂ Hy ad )) 0 LD 0ompiatad! . <L e
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POLICY ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE

Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whether you support or
oppose each, where applicable. Please also use the space provided below each question or
oft 4 sepatate sheet of paper to elaborate on your positions on the questions which require a
detailed answer. You tnay also provide additional information on any actions that you have

taken or plan to take to advance yout positions on these issues.
15. Knowing that the police department and Support Oppose
comnissioner retain ultimate authority for

determining whether an officet is guiltily and penalty,
what is yout position on transferting power to the
Civilian Complaint Review Board to prosecute cases
of police misconduct, such as force, abuse of
authority, discourtesy, and offensive language?

16. What is your position on changing the current land @ Oppose
use process under ULURP to increase the role of
cormunity-based planning?

17, What is your position tegarding the creation of a @ Oppose
Chartter Revision Commission to review specifically

the roles of the vatious offices of government and
how well government has functioned sitice the 1988
and 1989 charter review commissions?

18. What is your position on reforming the current Support
pension funding structure 10 create muliiple ters for

futute city governmett employees?
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2. In FY 2008-09, New Yotk City spent $12 billion on pensions and fringe
benefits for City employees out of a total budget of $62 billion. What would
you do to address the gtowing pension costs borne by the city and New Yor
City tax payers?

el ,MWHMEhMMEI l.

'-—-_.___h‘h-
19. What is your position with respect to the City Council @ Oppose
passing a resolution calling upon the State Legislature

to establish 2 State Constitutional Convention?

a. If support, what are the three most important areas that need improvement?

b. Do you believe that greater home rule should be granted to the City of New York?
If so, in what areas should ﬁ.!rther sovereignty be glven?
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20. Taking into consideration the Jessons learned from the debates sustounding congestion pricing
and the Ravitch Commission’s recommendations to provide the MTA with long-term funding,
what would you proposc to address the MTA's fiscal solvency issues and ensure that the burden
fot funding the MTA is equitabl}f distributed among all sigkeholders?
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21. What would you propose in terms of creating a greater role for the city council in determining and
deciding the city budget?

22, What is your position regarding the City’s past practice of using surplus tax revenues 1o pay down
future health cost and pension obligations, and the decision not to do so this year?
) " 't f
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23. What is your view of how the taxes paid by New Yorkers compate to the value that is received in
City services? Do you believe that taxes should be raised ot lowered? To the extent you believe
taxes should be changed, please provide specific proposals about what taxes you would raise and
what services you would cut, if you didn’t raise taxes, listed in order of gteatest magnitude. -
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24. Many policy advocates champion the creation of a trore diversified economy, and one that is less
reliant on Wall Street. What is your position on such a plan? 1f you support it, what would you do
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to diversify the city’s economy? How would you adjust spending in New York City to
accommodate the anticipated reduction in tax revenue as the tax base shifts to lower paying jobs?
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25. What would you propose the Department of Education do to increase the ability for parents and
teachers to become more meaningfully involved in the education system? What other positives
changes can be made to the New York City pub!ic school system?’
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26. What would you propose to increase the transpatency of the Board of Elections in the City of
New York’s operations and accountability to the city and its votets?
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27. What would you propose to further enhance transparency regarding the relationships between
council membets, their families, and nonprofits that receive funding from New Yotk City?
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Additional Comnments;
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CANDIDATE ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

Citizens Uniof js adding a new element to its evaluation of candidates running for office. Asa
candidate who presently does not bold elected office, CU is interested it knowing your top five
camgpaign protises you are making to the voters duting this campaign for this position.

If elected, Citizens Union will use these promises to evaluate your petformance while in office, as
well as, to evaluate your candidacy in the future.

We thank you very much for your tesponse. Please feel free to use additional paper if the space
provided is not sufficient.

TOP FIVE 2009 CAMPAIGN PROMISES
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