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CITIZENS UNION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL
ELECTION 2009

Citizens Union would appreciate your tesponses to the following questions related to policy
issues facing the City of New York that ate of concern to Citizens Union and the citizens of
the City. We plan to make public your responses to this questionnaire in our Voters
Ditectoty, on our website, and in other appropriate venues. Responses to these questions
will be one of several factors Citizens Union will use to evaluate candidates who are running
for office in order to determine our “Preferred Candidates™” for the primary election and
“Endorsed Candidates™ for the general election, In order to receive Citizens Union’s
“preferred” or “endorsed” status, in addition to completing the questionnaire, candidates
must patticipate in an interview with Citizens Union’s Local Candidates Committee.

We thank you very much for your response.

Candidate Name: j ﬂf{ é?/ ,/ ("/‘\'67 AAS Age: é{f?

Office to Which You Seck (Re) Flection: Council District #: J 2

Campaign Address:__ 25 = 60 42 37” v /or AS VIRV / /3
Campaign Telephone Number: (#§) _Z28 - /052 e G
Party Affiliation(s): % OPULI ST Campaign Manager Name: e

Website & Email: fj;g?,iﬁ 7. /Kfﬁsz &t 5};(/1/2'] !%%c?ﬁ, Cet v

Fucation: [P A, , ENELSH L] WL 8V £ s CLE/STEND STRYE ¢y, ;
eLellinp,

Occupation/Employer {or ye‘us in cunently held elected office): f’ Koo FRER ﬁt‘iﬂ/
Cop7E DI TOR = "Tamp Y FLCELaNC e 1o
Previous Offices, Campaigns and Commumty/ Civic Involvement:
CHE Counicis _DST, 22, oM GREN [RREY LINE == 2eoy,
2003 A4 2oo8
Are you willing to be interviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Committee? YES %_
NO

Have you completed requisite campaign finance filings? YES
Yease noter Citizens Union can prant its “Preferved Candidate” and “Endorsed Candidate” rating only Io candidates
kY & ig only

we have interviewed, We will make everpgflort to interview capdidates in each race for City Conncil)
Signature of Candidate: / f? f,f / //:7/’2” Date: /67 OF

Citizens Union * 299 Béﬂagwq}r New York, NY 10007
phone 212-227-0342 » fax 212-227-0345 ¢ citizens(@citizensunion.org * www.citizensunion.otg
Peter J.W. Sherwin, Chair + Dick Dadey, Executive Ditector
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I. CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whether you supporé or
oppose each. You may elaborate in the space provided at the end or on additional paper.

VOTING AND ELECTIONS REFORM

1. What is your position with respect to allowing voters Support @wg%;
who are registered as independents to vote in party
ptimaties?

2. What is your position on passage of state legislation Sﬁi);;)tﬁ\) : Oppose

that would allow seferenda initiated by the City
Council and/or the public to appear on the ballot at
the same time as a referendum initiated by a charter
commission appointed by the Mayor?

ﬂ’/ﬂv B
3. What is your position on increasing the pay of - ’Support

Election Day poll workers above the current $200 ™~ -

y Oppose

they are allotted per election event?

4, What is your position on restructuring New York’s Su@ Oppose

curtent board of elections model to eliminate political
patty responsibility for overall election administration
and replace it with a system that narrows political
patty involvement to certification of candidate
petitions and the actual counting of votes? °

5. What is your position on having an election
administration system where there is a local elections

Oppose

executive director appointed by the mayor upon
recommendation by a new board that is chosen by the
mayor and the city council?

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

P

-

, - . . /
6. What is your position on implementing “war chest” i/ Sapport Oppose
restrictions that would prohibit a candidate from

transferring funds raised in a previous election cycle e

into a cutrent campaign committee for a different
office?



7.

What is your position on allowing campaign financing
fot ballot proposals?
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Oppose

CITY COUNCIL REFORM

10.

11.

12.

13.

What is your position on allowing Council

committees to function more independently of the

speaker than is presenty the case?

a. Should committee staff be hired by and report to
committec chairs? '

b. Should committee hearings and votes be
scheduled at the direction of the chairs?

c. Should committees be able to issue subpoenas by
a vote of their members?

What is your position on:

a. limiting councilmembers’ ability to earn outside
incomer

b. making the job of councilmember a full-time
position?

c. eliminating or limiting stipends for committee
chairs and leadership positions?

What is your position on requiring that any future

increase in councilmember compensation not affect
those serving in the current term of the council and
only be applied prospectively to the following term?

What is your position on consolidating the current
City Council committee structure and reducing the
number of overall committecs?

What is your position on term limits for elected
officials?

What is yous position on modifying the City Charter
to require that changes to term limits may only be
approved by the voters?

@ppo;i

(s

—

Gupport

—
P

s —

Oppose

Oppose
Oppose

Oppose

Oppose
Oppose

Oppose
Oppose
Oppose

Oppose

f f Oppose
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14. What is your position on the recent extension of term Support
limits for the city’s elected officials to three
consecutive fout-year terms? Please explain your

Answer,

‘ﬁ%?é £ W}%ﬁ‘" o (/,f{/ 7 (Jé’%sw c“’t/ %@# j’ é{ﬁ/ L diﬁ’éﬁ Kﬂé{,
‘ﬁ w Meﬁéﬂ“ f (é?& 7 ﬁiﬁf{@ﬁ ‘eé HOY e }z{ ”Z,{fzﬁ Mg}fié; b
(e ;Z / = g’(/ w@?ﬁf Jéffr/,ﬁ'ff i wwf ﬁ T et {;/?’fﬂ /D’( [ t?f /Z«fw Ay barn

,M,M-m-»-a

5(%’4/{4 2 /?{WC// ¢ s mJ %/gﬁf%éﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁy @%ﬁ) f?.f {ﬁw«/am e!a///%
/Zézﬁftﬁf‘ﬁﬁéf? foe”‘ é«i&?{ f’f}( %zﬁ/f Af}’?" - /{g&'ww?[ 57}&/&5:2»’;}
Corsed %ﬁ‘:"f? @W«@W /s (f“f'ﬂ a (/4;/;,, oLrctted //ﬁ%c e

POLICY ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE

Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whether you support or
oppose each, where applicable. Please also use the space provided below each question or
on a separate sheet of paper to elaborate on your positions on the questions which requite a
detailed answer. You may also provide additonal information on any actions that you have
taken or plan to take to advance your positions on these issues,

15. Knowing that the police department and
commissioner retain ultimate authority for
determining whether an officer is guiltily and penalty,
what is your position on transferring powet to the
Civilian Complaint Review Board to prosecute cases
of police misconduct, such as force, abuse of

Oppose

authority, discouttesy, and offensive language?

w»;;f‘mm
16. What is your position on changing the current land @) Oppose
use process under ULURP to increase the role of
community-based planning?

J;/é: jide ?&A&cf{f % égé %{’ «*?C‘{;@;;,mwz‘zf%f/ (éﬂ”é&”f@f%, ﬂff_«,{/-g /f, g&’émég{i ?{
' . ,/ 17.AVhat is }gﬁ position regarding the création of a

Qu—’p:p”mt ) Oppo
Chatter Kevision Comimission to review specifically s

the roles of the various offices of government and

how well government has functioned since the 1988

and 1989 charter review commissions?

18. What is your position on teforming the current Support ppose

pension funding structute to create multiple tiers for ——
futare city government employees?

@)ﬁ ?(7@? (;E’E /%f"“’ f; %/) % 5’%}’“{? “te &4;*/?% g s 7
&é{fi}ﬁgf TS /4;5}{*‘ 5{,5?“;32/; ;g/}(éjfiéﬂ’./‘?/qu 5)&;»%’{ Lfiw&tg}?‘?}zg; ﬁﬁwég%

Zj 5‘2{ f 050 St 5;/ /Léff e ﬁ é{_}],(ff{:f’ fre
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a. In FY 2008-09, New York City spent $12 billion on pensions and fringe
benefits for City employees out of a total budget of $62 billion. What would
you do to addtess the growing pension costs borne by the city and New York
City tax payets?

Ve fz@«’?ﬂﬁ?  agaeleeny /’%’ Frttis é’M A
t CL/?VM&// ./ Cﬁ%’fw&eﬂ&zd% wwy :@éwé’g ch%’ué‘ﬁ“’ /{@15’% XL Caunq
”fZ {Um/&’?f’) /Z{)ﬁ”fté’;ff e 7/5{( fﬁ‘/ﬁﬁ(/& % d’f%/; &téf/ ﬁ@é/’
f S tén /?/éﬂfs' = @ﬁ’? 'f/lf@ Cé»fﬁ? /v/@ pees Lo //4/ S %w % W

é Wy 2 19. What is your position with respect to the C1ty Counct( ' upport Oppose
passing a resolution calling upon the State Legislatulc Lk y
R ACTT to establish a State Constitutional Convention? / 7 7 7Se / a }7 ﬁ{(/ 5/7 ﬁfmé}ﬁ
% Sreud, et (40 wﬁ/ Slg~ 10 Lol ;f’pf{

, 4.
Gy 8Vet - a. If support, what are the three most 1mp0ﬂt/:nt areas that need 1mp10vement3’ 7 ﬂ?; ¢ wfft”

(5718 octes .
S00, sex @ fteleak 3;%@9% ﬁés/%s? !/(fé"éf ?7‘/%;% ,éu/p g@f@ cs flee; allhns o ¥o
QQ”? b s ,{,/szm 7@2’;&7 L ma:/ ais s &z fg‘; »-f?f f}fﬁw&‘f f}%%ﬂf/ /5"“ % Al ‘f ffg" 4 /?

L o J} %j} e éi’%ﬁ /Aﬁ ({’ggﬁf I‘.’{_ 5 }q?%é;;‘;ﬁjf fﬁﬁ"fg /féf 7 /(/?”’ /gf/ g,ﬁf%&g
| © @ﬁﬂm Litiavice /?E /
1 p.6 7

{%é/ﬁ‘m s o
b,

o you helieve that greate{ lzmome rule should be granted to the City of New
Zéﬂ P f e f/) York? If so,in what areas should furthet sovereignty be given?

C‘?ﬁ /%Ows’ww —# %ﬁﬁf’/ /‘?{f Msﬂf@*g/’% Lo, EZ;/ ézf
Jeiieit)/ /?(Jﬁﬁ’/ C ek / /ﬁ/{*(?&’}rf/f/&jﬁf //7?565’ ﬁeﬁ ﬂme’ejf /ﬁ? f;'/?j

% f‘? (/ﬁﬁ%ﬂf “7& (@ Gx yﬁm%&/ﬁa}/d@m Xéﬁf? DEP [ty y L f:ﬁ‘
@ﬁﬁ.{:é{»{:@?(@fj ot 1[5} égm/:j g:’f_»f (/é’;f‘f?{c_) ﬁ//f ﬁﬁ{t%ffiw/é \ (f,ﬁ
e ,%{gf A}éﬂ? S/‘,//Wéi/ é@ e O ﬂﬂfge Lj/ /?( g})wf Q{?{?(f

20. Taking into consideration the lessons learned from the debates surrounding congestion /@;
pricing and the Ravitch Commission’s recommendations to provide the MTA with long-
term funding, what would you propose to address the MTA’s fiscal solvency issues and
ensure that the burden for funding the MTA is equitably distributed among all
stakeholders?

A &:zef?%@?f?( 7{7‘1” Z e / /@Wfée‘!tﬁ//)}f ﬂf’f ] /;‘ 4 ‘i{jﬁé{" f‘g 7
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21. What would you propose in terms of creating a greater role for the city council in
determining and deciding the city budget?

/ﬂmﬁm /fo /ﬁf/ﬁf fdte, yg’ Ao é/ﬁ/’ f{fz“?‘zz// /{f
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v 22, What is your positioff regarding the City’s past practice of using surplus tax revenues to
;(,;} JEW $AK G ey pay down future health cost and pension obligations, and the decision not to do so this

5
Mict, year:
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3. What is your view of how the taxes paid by NewtYorkers compare'to the yalue that is
(){ﬁ?ﬁ' 2 ( received in City services? Do you believe that taxes should be raised or lowered? To the
extent you believe taxes should be changed, please provide specific proposals about what

{7 mie, taxes you would raise and what services you would cut, if you didn’t raise taxes, listed in
order of greatest magnitude. ‘

J:Qj See féﬁf; o Ak m@/@g@g 7’ ] V7 rf\ ;6\’/
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24. Many policy advocates champion the creation of 2 more diversified economy, and one that
is less reliant on Wall Street. What is your position on such a plan? If you support it, what
would you do to divetsify the city’s economy? How would you adjust spending in New
York City to accommodate the anticipated reduction in tax revenue as the tax base shifts

to lower paying jobs?

“I Seegliide /f(* /?’f{ Sy “E//w.m,,/f e ,é’épﬁ@/m% M Hiat s f
passeopl "’ See /D /KI {7( AUEZ, éf/?&fm/ W/Wm L&M?L g@g’g,é/‘ Py
f*?f‘féf AL R&‘ 7254"5 6&&? c"/ g{é"w’ /2&% éma&ﬁ’z«? f/(czﬁ(}fﬁ? 7%”/ T g S

o o L) At ‘ / M oy / 75
rffz: az,ggrq g,,mwz{ N2 (gd,%

g d tiorriie S W ﬁ 2"5-9' e, )/;f/ i d% é’&@éﬁf’/’f mffz/{/mg//’}
25 What wouldyou pr ose the Department of Education do to inctease the ability for
parents and teachets to become more meaningfully involved in the education system?

What other positives changes can be made to the New York City public school system?

- Lok in ooz %f (;ﬁ:?("‘fé?(//ﬁzf’ Congbhesice -
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26. What would yeu propose to increase the transpareficy of the Board of Elections in the
City of New York’s operations and accountability to the city and its voters?
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f 27. What wbuld you propose to furthet enhance transpatency regarding th relationships
M W{ ff between council members, their families, and nonprofits that receive funding from New

: [ York City?
'?/&Lézt/é{ﬂ'gg ’ Z;f 2eos f }\é.,/é« / é{/ A ( ﬂw/é’}(f v szfi{?«fﬁ/gﬁ[ Z}g}p’l?/
gwég Jéﬁ‘ ! {( pyver g ggwg?{ Pid —g&ﬁf}i(l Cﬂzﬁ{z’ < f/;ﬂc%’f /?”2‘-’: // & a’%’/fwﬂ ?
jf {{ng *?Zf f 74/4;”; %fﬁwz&?éi&f @ﬁwmm/f(ﬁ /}a’/ﬁ/{ t &‘((ﬁ C/m/?M“} &7
U/&/ﬁ (,,f/; %4 %é?/( gf@iﬁ#‘?’?iﬁ?hf /Mf““’{;f f;‘”‘ff/” 2 /.,
Z ﬁ ca“/ﬂW»ffﬁﬁ cgﬁ /ﬂf’? g MX fém’wi) %{é} ff“«?’%‘” ég L4787
7[ e fo Usvar, v e (M fﬁ”?”/i?ﬁf’? ?( ?’/ (dttcete ié’@% iy . C:f%} (/:@a}
JE e s ﬁ /@ *74@‘/‘/ %’{) 5, eff}cffw s Viose Lanios “‘f‘%’f o b
éfw,ggg /”[ L f;@fﬁ’i_% ,7{5? Mg ~ ffé&/ '%’ 2 ¥ Ngédﬁ:




Page 8 of 9

Additional Comments:
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CANDIDATE ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

Citizens Union is adding a new element to its evaluation of candidates running for office. As a candidate who
presently does not hold elected office, CU is interested in knowing your top five campaign promises you are
muaking to the voters during this campaign for this position,

If elected, Citizens Union will use these promises to evaluate your performance while in office, as well as, to
evaluate your candidacy in the future.

We thank you very much for your response. Please feel free to use additional papet if the space provided is
not sufficient.

ﬁ TOP FIVE 2009 CAMPAIGN PROMISES
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