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CITIZENS UNION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL
ELECTION 2009

Citizens Union would appteciate your tesponses to the following questions related to policy issues
facing the City of New York that are of concern to Citizens Union and the citizens of the City. We
plan to make public your responses to this questionnaire in our Votets Directory, on our website,
and in other appropriate venues, Responses to these questions will be one of several factors
Citizens Union will use to evaluate candidates who are ranning for office in ordet to determine our
“Preferred Candidates” for the primaty election and “Bndorsed Candidates” for the genetal election.
In order to receive Citizens Union’s “preferred” or “endorsed” status, in addition to completing the
questionnaire, candidates must participate in an interview with Citizens Union’s Local Candidates
Committee.

We thank you vety much for yuut response.

Candidate Name: ’B Dp—"“ ﬁ‘ 1 & cQJ \CL\ Age: S37

Office to Which You Seek (Re) Election: Courncil District #: 2 =

Campaign Address: 2‘“*”:’“ Lawgytom /4‘)"-'-#. GAlon Ontes Y L PO

Campaign Telephone Numbet: (91 _ho }/ Yr73 Fax: ()

Party Affiliation(s): D Campaign Managet Name:
Website & Email: ___B 0620 0F pC . 0L

Education: _ Poesw ¢ (o ege Gropuare

Qccupation/Employet (ot years in cutrently held elected office): A £¢ o eonok g ST,

Previous Offices, Campaigns and Community/Civic Tnvolvement:

Are you willing to be interviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Committee? YES .~ NO.
Have you completed requisite campaign finance filings? YHS o NO___
{Please note: Citizens Union can grant its “Preferred Candidute” and ‘Bindorsed Candidute” rabing only to candidates we have

intsrvlewed. W'e will make ewery effort to iﬂfe7 sandedgies g sack vace for City Connedl,)
/'/// /- ,{/____,/ Date:t?}/wé?

Citizens Unifin » 299 Brogtlway New York, NY 10007
phone 212-227-0342 + fax 212-227-0345 + giflzens citizensynion.opy * www.citizensunion.org
Peter J.W. Sherwin, Chair £ Dick Dadey, Lixecutive Dircctor

Signature of Candidate:
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X. CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Please state yout position on the following issues by indicating whether you support or oppose each.
You may elaborate in the space provided at the end or on additional papet.

YOT AND ELECTI h{]

1. What is your position with tespect to allowing voters @T\ Oppose
who are registered as independents to vote in patty -
ptitnarics?

2. What is your position on passage of state legislation Support Oppose
that would allow referenda jnitiated by the City

Council and/or the public to appear on the ballot a¢
the same tine as & referendutn initiated by a charter
commission appointed by the Mayor?

3. What is your position on increasing the pay of Support Oppose
Election Day poll wotkers above the eurrent $200
they are allotted per election event?

4. What is your position on restructuring New York’s Support Oppose
current board of elections model to eliminate political
batty responsibility for overall election administeation
and replace it with 2 system that narrows political
patty involvement to certification of candidate
petitions and the actual counting of votes?

5. What is your position on having an election Suppott Oppose
administration system whete there is a local elections
executive ditector appointed by the mayor upon
recommendation by a new hoard that is chosen by the
rmayot and the city councily

Al ANCE REF

6. What is your position on implementing “war chest” Support Oppose
testrictions that would prohibit a candidate from
transferting funds raised in a previous election eycle
into a curtent campaign committee for a different
office?

b W B
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7, What is yout position on allowing campaign financing

for ballot proposals

603

Page 3 of 9

Support Oppose

ITY NCI O

10,

11.

12

13.

What is your position on allowing Council

comimittees to function more independently of the

speaket than is presently the casep

& Should committee staff be hired by and report to
committee chairs?

b, Should committee heatings and votes be
scheduled at the direction of the chairsp

¢. Should committees be able to issue subpoenas by
a vote of their members?

What is your position on:

A limiting councilmembers’ ability to eam outside
incomep

b. making the job of councilmember a full-time

positiony
¢ eliminating of limiting stipends¥or committee

chairs and leadetship positions?

What is your position on requiring that any future

inctease in councilmember compenyation not affect
those serving in the cutrent torm of the council and
only be applied prospectively to the following term?

What is your position on congolidating the cuttent
City Council committee structure and teducing the
number of overall committees? '

What is your position on term limits for elected

officials? ¥ Aosiicid R A ¢ tY WALl

IV SLQpery ¢) Tevk Limotg
What is your position on modifying the City Chartey
to require that changes to term limits may only be
apptoved by the voters?

(iﬁ@ Oppose
@ Oppose

uppc,;xt Opposc

O

T AL Sug}pl/\;{ o voll back %
1006 pAY \NeLFeRe

upport Oppose

Oppose

B uhlggo?t‘:) Oppose
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14. What is your position on the tecent extension of term Support Oppose
limits for the city’s elected officials to three
consecutive four-year terms? Please cxplain your
answer,

AN Y e m. Lnwidy T heve -l—e.J+tFEf.~eC) AT C‘;r(-c,]_
H&{( v e ) Q'v()pm)l{' X {ouvn I\r/ﬂ, Term¢ _ lﬁydq;ﬂ,_cp
"rtc_ UU'E'{"C iarln'plrvu-ﬂ_ 'IT

P Y ISSUES OF IMPOR CE

Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whether you support or
oppose each, where applicable, Please also use the space provided below each question or
on a separate sheet of paper to elaborate on your positions on the questions which require a
detailed answer. You may also provide additional infogtmation on any actions that you have
taken ot plan to take to advance your positions on these issues,

15. Knowing that the police department and Support Oppose
commissioner retain ultimate authority for
determining whether an officer is guilily and penalty,
what Is your position on transferting powet to the
Civilian Complaint Review Board to prosucute cages ]
of poliee misconduct, such as force, abuse of T o pehen pﬁ'\all] f1a Y4 hec “'-"54'76;1
authority, discourtesy, and offensive language?

16. What is yout position on changing the curtent land upport Oppose
use process under ULURP to increase the tole of
community-based planning?

17. What is your position regarding the creation of a Suppott Oppose
Charter Revision Commission to review specifically

the roles of the various offices of governtnent and
how well government has functioned since the 1988
and 1989 chatter teview commissions?

18. What is your position on reforming the cutrent Support Oppose
pension funding structure to create multiple tiers for .

futute city goveenment employees?
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2. In FY 2008-09, New York City spent $12 billion on pensions and fringe
benefits for City cmployees out of a total budget of $62 billion. What would

you do to address the growing pension costs borne by the city and New Yok
City tax payets?
@ ?&.uh 928 g""«db(p ne !32 hﬂ{{cﬂ O N Oper..{_, P.:&

(€2 Neo Dovhle Dipply
@ S\”'f'rbc,.‘[(/rb-é_ /af&!.’;o}u ,ép_,f,,,u 7 ”ge/&ﬂn

19. What is your position with respect to the City Council Support Oppose

prssing 2 resolution calling upon the Statc Legislature
to establish a State Constitutional Convention?

a. If support, what are the three most impottant areas that need improvement?

(D (nﬁ}fbnf;rl, ‘1(' '/ﬂ'.’nw;é #, a Z/EV-T'- Eover e, -/’L‘,f?
(reod T 4’/36% funrco theat Pe  correfel
@ Strvetnak /purmb 'ﬂﬁ—é‘wg

b. Do you believe that greater home rule should be granted to the City of New Yotk
If 50, in what ateas should further soveteignty be given?

Srare é@f{)/?%f“‘? Jometiun Aeve A€ o A E€Cers fwy,

04.#6& Yo (’;7?) /?ﬂaﬁrﬂmp, Lesowl ) Sepper
S 4t aéwa;,}/ b et dmalyre  Tose cheng, s L7,

20. ‘Taking into consideration the lessons learned from the debates surrounding congestion pricing
and the Ravitch Commission’s reconunendations to provide the MTA with long-term funding,
what would you propose to address the MTA’ fiscal solvency issues and enisure that the burden
for funding the MTA is equitably distributed among all stakeholders
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21. What would you propose in tetm
deciding the city budget?

%uJPM mut} he a Ca//&/éa/ﬂﬁwi E [t & Ae
Lt/ C’zi‘g (owe] +asl SesT [\ Jpestier N Mpon.

s of creating a greater rolt for the city council in determining and

22. What is your position tegarding the Cj

ty's past practice of using surplus tax revenues to pay down
future health cost and p

ension obligations, and the decision not to do so this year?

TBves wNeef o fiﬂ e e, J%M,_Ag} Cot-Decetiota wees f
/Jp /’za-ae.ﬂ ,wr%ﬁfffj’ Berost Ao ha pap) oL /M’"ﬂ' 2_‘7‘@;1
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é/lZ/ éf’ '//1-— 43’ z-"‘ . _,Z Cﬁ’l d{/.p‘fr“’ﬁ--f /fg’7 //g;ﬁ' Hr ey '74{/7
T ttee? tortEr Jov.

23, What is yout view of how the taxes paid by New Yorkers compatc to the value that is teceived in

City setvices? Do you believe that taxes should be raised or lowered? "T'o the extent you believe
taxes should be changed, please provide specific proposals about what taxes you would taise and
what setvices you would cut, if you

didn’t raige taxes, listed in order of greatest magnitude.

24. Many policy advocates cham

pion the creation of 2 mote diversified econotuy, and one that is less
reliant ot Wall Street. What

is your position vf such a plan? 1f you support it, what would you do
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to diversify the city’s ¢conomy? How would you adjust spending in New York City to

accommodate the anticipated reduction in tax revenye as the tax base shifts to lowet paying jobs?

EBSC1en SHv0 Age Jpue .

25, What would you propose the Department of Education do to increase the ability for parents and

teachers to become more meaningfully involved in the education system? What other positives
changes can be made to the New York City public school systemp

CREC 57 Aa:fug refe, Jowte £ Mechon i Yo

Mﬁﬁfw;‘g Lo/ vt e .éc?cr(nl-a /%truj'

26. What would you propose to increase the transparency of the Boatd of Elections in the City of
New Yotk’s operations and accountability to the city and jts voters?

o~ AT .
B()éf 15 v Ergap)o g'fd/%m»fﬁz;e AT 17X LorsT?

[44

27. What would you propose to fasther enhance transpatency regarding the relationships between
council members, their families, and nonprofits that teceive funding from New Yotk City?

€ Stoty ford( og Caeat _Fet( %usféamw}
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Additional Comments:
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CANDIDATE ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

Citizens Union is adding a new clement to its evaluation of candidates running for office. Asa
candidate who presently does not hold elected office, CU is intetested in knowing your top five
campaign promises you are making to the voters during this campaign for this position,

1f elected, Citizens Union will use these ptotuizes to evaluate yout performance while in office, as
well as, to evaluatc yout candidacy in the future.

We thank you very much for your response. Please feel frce to use additional paper if the space
provided is not sufficient.

TOP FIVE 2009 CAMPAIGN PROMISES
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