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CITIZENS UNION CANDIDATE QUESTIQONNAIRE
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL

ELECTION 2009

‘e ppieciate yout tesponses to the following questions related to policy issues
facing the City of Na- York that are of concem to Citizens Union and the citizens of the City. We
plan to make public ygur fesponses to this questionnaire in out Votets Directoty, on ounr webaite,

e venues. Responses to these questions will be one of several factors

Citdzens Union woulé%

and in other approprk .

Citizens Union will ugk to levaluate candidates who are running for office in otder to determine our
“Peferted Candidatell fo the ptitnaty election and “Endotsed Candidates” fot the genesal election.,
In ordet to teceive Clfzens Union's “preferted” or “endorsed” status, in addition to completing the
questionnite, candidijtes tnust participate it an interview with Citizens Union’s Local Candidates
Committee. !

i

We thank you very ml\ h for your response.
Candidate Nate: Del 4- re Feetick Age: 41

Office to Which Youiceld (Re) Elections Council District #: 26

Campaign Address: 45423 ?47'*’ Street, Woodside, NY 11377

Campaign Telephoné%, uthbet: (718) 784-2193

Pax: (718) 7293137

feerick09@gmail.com

Education: ].ID., Brod@l lyn Law School; B.A,, University at Albany
Occupation/ Employ&:l
Couneil Administeati ’i Setvices Division
Previous Offices, C"fI ipaigns and Community/Civie Involvement: Sunnyside Lions Club,
United 40°s Civic Aggociation, Anoroc Democratic Club, Woodheights Democratic Club,
Ridgewood Democrﬁ c Club, Brehon Law Society, Borden Avenue Shelter Advisory Board, St,
Raphael’s School Ad‘ isoi‘y Board; Democratic District Leader 37" Assembly District Part A;

President, Anoroc Dissmodratic Club

:}
Are you willing to bEile terviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Committee? YES X NO___
Have you completed quisite campaign finance filings? YES X NQ___
(Please note: Citizens Um’r{ van ot its “Peefirved Candidats” and "Endorsed Candidata” rating only to candidates we have
interviawed, We will makdi ey efort to interview candidater in each vace for ity Conncil,)
'i

{of yeats in currently held elected office): Deputy Ditector, New York City

4 tizéhs Union * 299 Broadway New York, NY 10007
photie 212-227-0342|p faxt 212-227-0345 » citizens@citizensunion.org * www.citizensunion.org
Peigr J.W. Sherwin, Chair + Dick Dadey, Executive Ditector
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I. CANDIDATH QUESTIONS

Please state yout posi Bon pn the following issues by indicating whether you support ot oppose each,
You may elabotate itiifhe space provided at the end ot on additional papet.

0

YOQTING AND EIRCTIONS REFOR

1. What is your posf| on With respect to allowing voters Suppoxt

who are tegisterelifas ihdependents to vote in party
primaties?

1A . 2. What is yout posil on bn passage of state legislation w Oppose
+ iNE j that would allow i#feténda inidated by the City

Council and/ot “ public to appeat on the ballot at
the same time as @ftefdrendum initiated by a chatter
comtrission appr:s ted by the Mayor?

3, What is your posk jl on bn increasing the pay of Oppose

Election Day pol)i otkets above the cutrent $200
they ate allotted p 8t election event?

1 . ‘

i I 4. What is your posi Hon bn restructuring New York’s Support

cutrent board of glections model to eliminate political
pasty responmbm fod overall election administration

and replace it witltla system that narrows political
patty mvolvemeri o dettification of candidate
petitions and the #tual counting of votes?
5, Whatis your posi‘ fon on having an election Support

admitdsteation syé m whete there i3 a local elections
executive duector ippbinted by the mayot upon
tecommendation’’s y' a new board that is chosen by the
mayor and the (:1 codncﬂ?

AMPA [y AN

.
NN

6, Whatis your posi bn bn implementing “war chest” Suppott
restrictions that \ié' puld prohibit a candidate from

iy transferring fund& aised in a previous election cycle
il into a current carfibaign committee for a different
] ’ office?

l
f
|
|
|
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: 7. What is your posi on of allowing campaign financing Oppose
I for ballot proposhlk
i FORM
‘ 8, What is your posjion on allowing Council Oppose
i committees to fuibtion more independently of the
it speaker than is pt' Mently the case?
L a,  Should commiiftee staff be hired by and report to Oppose
I committes cli;u o
IS i b b, Should comtiijiteci heatings and votes be Oppose
il scheduled at e ditection of the chaits? .
Hi c. Should commifftees be able to issue subpoenas by Oppose
i a vote of theu:! ombets?
i 9, What is your positfon b
it 4, limiting count@membets’ ability to eatn outside Oppose
) income?
il b. making the jolf of vouncilmember a full-time Oppose
Y FL posiion? -
il ¢. eliminating of flimiting stipends for committee Support
| chaits and led' ersllip positions?
10. Whgt is your posltfon ba requiting that any future Oppose

oo increase in councifinerhber compensation not affect
a1 ’ those serving in ¢ ‘a cutrent term of the council and
ik only be applied pt spdctively to the fo]lowmg tetm?

2 | e 11.Whatisyourposl‘
At City Council comfiittde structure and reducing the

S numbes of overallponimittees?

12, What is your posf_ fon bn term limits for elected Suppott
officials? y

on on consolidating the curtent Support Oppose

J

[ on modifying the City Chaster
geé to tetin limits may only be

Oppose

U U R Y. ST
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el i' i - 14. What iz your poﬁi 1 onon the recent extension of tetm Support

limits for the city‘ eleted officials to three

o+

I
[
l
!
: k P copsecutive foutb eat terms? Please explain your
A . answer,
14 : A
L i,
‘- I do not fundamentfily agree with the concept.of term limits, however, I believe that
! o because they were'fteated through a referendum that given titne they should only
. have been changed hrdugh a referenndum in which the electorate decides, though I
believe the action vt* 8 lagal,

A i
: 0 (O IMPORTAN
1 : {

o i, o g o e 3

Please state yout posiion on the following issues by indicating whether you support or
oppose each, whete ¢fplidable. Please also use the space ptovided below each question or
on a sepatate sheet offpapet to elaborate on yout positions on the questions which requite a
detailed answer, Yoli: ay also provide additional information on any actions that you have
A taken oz plan to take g acivance yout positions on these fssues,

| &

15. Knowing that thé ohte department and Suppott

commissioner ret; vltimate authority for
determining whetlfer an officet is guiltily and penalty,
what is yout posi b1 &n transfetting power to the
i ; » Civilian Complaifif Review Board to prosecute cases
P of police tmscondg ct, such as force, abuse of
authority, discomi ¥y, and offensive language?

16. What is yout post on on changing the cutrent land Oppose

: use process undcr LURP to inctease the tole of
P community-based plasining?

‘r i . 17. What is yout posl oft tegatdlng the creation of a Onpose

Charter Revision:] Gommission to review specifically

X _ the roles of the vﬁl loub offices of government and

ik how well govethiipnt has functioned since the 1988
J and 1989 chaster tpview commissions?

A ‘ : 18, What is your posl on pn teforming the current Support

AL pension fundmge cture to create multiple tiers for
01 futute city govetﬁ ent employees?

|

Hi a. In F‘ﬁ $008-09, New Yotk City spent $12 billlon on pensions and fringe
i beneﬁ fok City employees out of a total budget of $62 billion. What would
IR you -! to address the growing pension costs borne by the city and New York
LI City ta payexs?

e 8 gamra s a1 -

-
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to strip workers of b
petformed by others
Additionally, olty eif
to the provision of é

1‘ on with tespect to the City Council Oppose

cﬂl]mg upon the State Legis]amre

gnefits they have eamed oy to pay workers less for services
bec¢ause of mete day’s dlffetence in atarting city setvice.

- Fair funding for New York City
- Reform of state authotities
- Legalization of gay martiage

o} balieve that greater home rule should be granted to the City of New York?
‘#h what aters should further sovereignty be given?

il 1 Helieve the City should have further authority over rent regulations
f| and tax policy.

-f eration the lessons leatned from the debates surtounding congestion pricing
bmnission’s recommendations to provide the MT'A with long-term funding,
opose to address the MTA’s fiscal solvency issues and ensute that the butden
VICA {s equitably disttibuted among all stakeholders?

Commission's recommendation to impose a paytoll tax, as well as the
cotmuter tax with a portion designated to fund the MTA,

I support the Ravito
reinstatement of the

21, What would you g
deciding the city ‘

I propose the Courigil be allocated enough resources to increase the ability of the Finance

Division to act as & ‘Bountet balance to the Mayor’s Office of Management and Budget, which
has a fat latget stafffand that the Council be granted increased information tegarding agency
budgets. '

22. What is your posifionregarding the City’s past practice of using surplus tax revenues to pay down
: pnd pension obligations, and the decision not to do so this year?

‘.?; udget should be balunced to avoid putting costs off into the futute, but
d use surplus tax revenues to pay down these costs,
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23. What is your vie‘ of how the taxes paid by New Yotkets compate to the value that s recelved in
ol believe that taxes should be rised or lowered? To the extent you believe
anged, please provide specific proposals about what taxes you would raise and
‘ otld cut, if you didn’t raise taxes, listed in order of greatest magnitude.
I would focus d‘ revenue raising proposals that do not unduly burden low income
households am:t$ vorking New Yorkers, such as roasonable concessions in parklands, I
support & revield of the city’s Personal Income Tax to make it more progressive and to
shift the burdetijoff working New Yorkers, I also support the reinstatement of 4
progressive corfffnuter tax to make sure that those benefiting from the hard work of
New Yorlk's ehﬂ]i servants pay their fair share,

24, Many policy advq ates champion the cteation of a more diversified economy, and one that is less

reliant on Wall § spet. What is yous position on such 2 plan? If you support it, what would you do
to diversify the clip’s dconomy? How would you adjust spending in New Yotk City to
accomtnodate thT pnticipated reduction in tax revenue as the tax base shifts to lower paying jobs?

The city’s reliance .'-.

o Wall Steeet I incvitable, though small businesses ate a vital patt of the
economy and I belig

aye we need to enact policies to suppott local employets, Wall Steeet does
need increased regiifation, as has been seen through the fecent economic ctisis, though must
be allowed to recovief and profit again. Additionally the city should continue to wotk to
incteare touriem an@ asslst our small businesses so that they may grow and prosper.

25. What would you ffopose the Department of Bducation do to increage the ability fox patents and
teachets to becorfif mote meaningfully involved in the education system? What other positives
.| e to the New Yotk City public school system?

N
I believe charter schf

and in an increase t*‘
enthusiasm of all telp

ol parents should be able to setve on Community Education Councils
the Teacher's Choice program to enhance the dedication and
hets.

g
26, What would you {;

Hopose to increse the transparency of the Board of Elections in the City of
New York's oper;i;

oné and accountability to the city and its voters?

1 believe the Board ould inctease transparency by increasing the amount of information

available via the inté i et regarding elections and candidates,
27, What would you { opbse to further enhance ttansparency regatding the relationships between
heit families, and nonptofits that receive funding from New York City?

I believe the recent ghmpaign finance legislation and city rules carried out by the Campaign
Finance Board and i

ithe Conflicts of Interest Board provide a clear map to enhance
transparency and “1. hid Jllegalities and appearances of imprepriety.

1

T
|
%
|
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whER
(CITIZENS UNION

OF THE CI¥Y OF NEWIORK

CANINDATE ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

e i s e v

g 4 new element to its evaluation of candidates running for office. Asa
fy does not hold elected office, CU is interested in knowing your top five
1 are making to the voters during this campaign fot this position.

Tf elected, Citizens UlI

Hon will use these promises to evaluate your performance while in office, as
well as, to evaluate yos

cdndidacy in the futute,

We thank you very iy

h for your response, Please feel free to use additional paper if the space
provided is niot suffidh

it

~“TOP FIVE 2009 CAMPAIGN PROMISES
se the number of good jobs
portunities for youth

P 3. Encourage the deyelopment of affordable housing

4, Enhance the qualg

i
H

5, Inctease mass traby

of life

it, éncompassing green alternatives

ey sy e e s = syt -




