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CITIZENS UNION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL,
ELECTION 2009

Citizens Union would appreciate your responses to the following questions related to policy issues
facing the City of New Yotk that are of concern to Citizens Union and the citizens of the City. We
plan to make public your responses to this questionnaire in our Voters Ditectory, on our website,
and in other appropriate venues, Responses to these questions will be one of several factors
Citizens Union will use to evaluate candidates who are running for office in order to determine our
“Preferred Candidates” for the primary election and “Bandorsed Candidates” for the general election.
In order to receive Citizens Union’s “preferred” or “endorsed” status, in addition to completing the
questionnaire, candidates must participate in an iaterview with Citizens Union’s Local Candidates
Committee.

We thank you very much for your response.

Candidate Name: wdﬁiaétg» G)I*)&'&( v Age: 2%
.

Office to Which You Seek (Re) Election: Council Disteict #: 9

Campaign Address: V4-50 Mefvopeltan Bee. 2R Pees (:j&rc!efnSi NN 415

: Gl Eirst
Campaign Telephone Number: (11§ ) 518 =100l Fax: (347) 5013317 €

Party Affiliation(s): D Campaign Manager Name: ﬂ\eé’& 6&&')5\(5‘”’
L

Website & Email: Lot GRGARTNZOIA. com | q\)acgifin 2009 @e%mac\.com
Education: ’P’ﬂ (PD\QHC?L\ %C.{G/ﬂcﬂ i Qﬂ’iﬁf'l‘(‘.ab’l OGI\ICY'SH""{

Occupation/Fmployer (or years in cursently held elected office); Wedia Manage,~
NMAACE Lesz\ Delernse oond Educational Tonn, . ’

Previous Offices, Campaigns and Community/Civic Involvement:

CO{V wnon iy g WDy }\W S Sem, gose M gerrama <DL’Q 2 ﬂs’h st
V.S ¢ Jeine T

Are you wi.lling to be interviewed by CU’ Local Candidates Committee? YES _1/_/I\-IOW

Have you completed requisite campaign finance filings? YES_ 1~ NO__|

(Please note: Citizens Union can grant ils “Proferred Candidate” and “Endorsed Candidate™ rating only to candidates we hae
interviewed. \We will make every effort fo interview candidates in each race for City Conneil,)

Signature of Candidate: \'/}(; ‘ Date: 557///‘){’%)77

Citizens Union * 299 Broadway New York, NY 10007
phone 212-227-0342 « fax 212-227-0343 * citizens@citizensunion.org * www.Citizensunion.org
Peter JW. Sherwin, Chatr » Dick Dadey, Fxecutive Disector
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I. CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whether you support or oppose each.
You may elaborate in the space provided at the end or on additional paper.

VOTING AND ELECTIONS REFORM

1. What is your position with respect to allowing voters
who are registered as independents to vote in party
primaries?

Oppose

2. What is your position on passage of state legislation
that would allow referenda initiated by the City
Council and/or the public to appear on the ballot at
the same time as a referendum initiated by a charter
commission appointed by the Mayor?

Oppose

3. What is your position on increasing the pay of
Election Day poll workers above the current $200
they are allotted per election event?

Oppose

4. What is your position on restructuring New York’s
current board of elections model to eliminate political
party responsibility for overall election administration
and replace it with a system that narrows political
party involvement to certification of candidate
petitions and the actual counting of votes?

Oppose

5. What is your position on having an election Suppor Oppose
administration system where there is a local elections
executive director appointed by the mayor upon
recommendation by a new board that is chosen by the
mayor and the city council?

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

6. What is your position on implementing *“war chest” Support Oppose
restrictions that would prohibit a candidate from
transferring funds raised in a previous election cycle
into a current campaign committee for a different
office?

o 400 Bé
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7. What 15 your position on allowing campaign financing Support Oppose
for ballot proposals? — vaclear as e Maon
- ' R
- O meo~ b ullic 'errnosng
CITY COUNCIL REFORM
8. What is your position on allowing Council Oppose
committees to function more independently of the
speaker than is presently the case?
2. Should committee staff be hired by and report to @ Oppose
committee chairs?
b, Should committee hearings and votes be Oppose
scheduled at the direction of the chairs?
¢.  Should committees be able to issue subpoenas by @ Oppose
a vote of their members?
9. What is your position on:
a. limiting councilmembers’ ability to earn outside Oppose
ncome? —
b. making the job of councilmember a full-time Su Oppose
position?
c. eliminating or limiting stipends for committee @t/ Oppose
chairs and leadership positions?
10. What s your position on requiring that any future W Oppose
increase in councilmember compensation not affect
those serving in the current term of the council and
only be applied prospectively to the following term?
11. What is your position on consolidating the current @ Oppose
City Council committee structure and reducing the
number of overall committees?
12, What is your position on term limits for elected Oppose
officials?
13. What is your position on modifying the City Charter @ Oppose

to require that changes to term limits may only be
approved by the voters?




14.

Page 4 of 9

What is your position on the recent extension of term Support

limits for the city’s elected officials to three
consecutive four-year terms? Please explain your
answer,

I believe that the process by which term-limits were extended caused great harm in the
faith we have in our local democratic processes. The maneuvering that went on, largely
behind closed doors, took the people’s voice away. The term-limits question could have
been placed on the ballot and decided by the voters of New York as they had twice
before.

POLICY ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE

Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whether you support or
opposc each, where applicable. Please also use the space provided below each question or
on a separate sheet of paper to elaborate on your positions on the questions which require a
detailed answer. You may also provide additional information on any actions that you have
taken or plan to take to advance your positions on these issues.

15.

16.

17.

18.

. . ;qh
Kaowing that the police department and @) Oppose
commissioner retain ultimate authority for

determining whether an officer is guiltily and penalty,
what is your position on transferring power to the
Civilian Complaint Review Board to prosccute cases
of police misconduct, such as force, abuse of
authority, discourtesy, and offensive language?

What is your position on changing the curtent land Suppo Oppose
use process under ULURP to increase the role of
community-based planning?

What is your position regarding the creation of a Support Oppose
Charter Revision Commission to review specifically

the roles of the various offices of government and
how well government has functioned since the 1988
and 1989 charter review commissions?
/—_:”“—"‘*-ﬁ-,
What is your position on reforming the current Suppy Oppose
pension funding structure to create multiple tiers for
future city governinent employees?

a. In FY 2008-09, New Yotk City spent $12 billion on pensions and fringe
benefits for City employees out of a total budget of $62 billion. What would
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you do to address the growing pension costs botne by the city and New York

City tax payers?
Our current pension structure is teetering on the edge of defaulting on the future retirement
funding for thousands of civil service employees in our city. We must come to a compromise
of measures that reduce the wasteful spending of some overly generous pension supplements
while making sure their post employment years ate not a struggle for meeting the basic living
expenses, When we are facing a budget deficit that has been padded by surplus rollovers we
must explore changes to our cutrent contract agreements that preserve existing jobs and
msures the longevity of our pension structure.

19. What is your position with respect to the City Council Support Oppose
passing 2 resolution calling upon the State Legislature
to establish a State Constitutional Convention?

a. Ifsupport, what are the three most important areas that need improvement?

Electoral Reform, Increasing transparency of city and state agencies, and re-examining how
redistricting is carried out '

b. Do you believe that greater home rule should be granted to the City of New York?
If 50, in what areas should further sovereignty be given?

Yes 1 believe the City should be granted greater home rule, particularly in the areas of taxation
and transportation.

20. Taking into consideration the lessons learned from the debates surrounding congestion pricing
and the Ravitch Commission’s recommendations to provide the MTA with long-term funding,
what would you propose to address the MTA’s fiscal solvency issues and ensure that the burden
for funding the MTA is equitably distributed among all stakeholders?

There needs to be a restructuring of the MTA to increase transparency and establishing clear lines of
accountability. T would also support a regional tax to ensure that all that benefit from the MTA’s
setvices are also paying their fair share.

21. What would you propose in terms of ceeating a greater role for the city council in determining and
deciding the city budget?

I believe in a continued push for more public input and transparency. Measures like the Budget
Transparency Initiative that calls for both a program and perform based budget makes more
visible, the outcome of taxpayers funding. It also holds individual departments responsible for
their spending. By holding public projects accountable will can cut wasteful spending and use
that money to extend the benefits to more people.

22. What is your position regarding the City’s past practice of using surplus tax revenues to pay down
future health cost and pension obligations, and the decision not to do so this yearp
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We have a responsibility to do all we can to not return to the distressed NYC of the 1970s by
continuing to keep our streets safe, our public transportation running and our city agencies
servicing the public. A marginal increase in our cities sales tax coupled with pushing reform in
mayoral agencies will reduce waste and provides accountability. Theses steps will lead to more
educated and responsible distribution of city expenditures. The resulted funds can help stem
future tax increases and shed light on how to work toward long-term solutions for our city’s
problems instead of perpetuating a continuing cycle of abuse.

23, What is your view of how the taxes paid by New Yorkers compare to the value that is received in
City services? Do you believe that taxes should be raised or lowered? To the extent you believe
taxes should be changed, please provide specific proposals about what taxes you would raise and
what services you would cut, if you didn’t raise taxes, listed in order of greatest magnitude.

Many in my district feel that they are not secing the quality of City services that they should be
receiving given the taxes they pay. While in the short term I agree that we needed a minimal increase
in the sales tax, I also believe that we need to increase taxes on unhealthy foods, and cigarettes, which
also will help save on healthcare costs as we improve the citizenry’s health. T also believe that the
Council has 2 responsibility to examine the budget more closely and insure that the mayor is taking out
redundant and wasteful spending items. I am also in favor of a progressive tax in New York City to
help stem the outward flow of New York’s middle class.

24. Many policy advocates champion the creation of a more divessified economy, and one that is less
reliant on Wall Street. What is your position on such a plan? If you suppott it, what would you do
to diversify the city’s economy? How would you adjust spending in New York City to
accommodate the anticipated reduction in tax revenue as the tax base shifts to lower paying jobs?

We have to do everything to support the creation of new jobs through a multi pronged attack
featuring nonprofit incubators, BIDs, local colleges and the offices of local council members.
Working fogether they can encourage entrepreneurship and the investment requirement to grow
green industries. Queens has vast space for light manufacturing and a population of 2.8 million
within that a workforce ready to take up the challenge. Through a mixed control of responsible
land zone controls and job training initiatives we can lead the next generation by bringing small
business back to our city.

25. What would you propose the Department of Education do to increase the ability for parents and
teachets to become more meaningfully involved in the education system? What other positives
changes can be made to the New York City public school system?

The current breakup of our school system into smaller entities with diverse focuses provides
more opportunities that ever before to include parental involvement in how we structure our
cutriculums. With 8 members of the board under mayoral appointment there is an overwhelming
one-sided control of the discussion in public education. Some members of the Panel for
Educational Policy should be selected from recommendations by community boards and
reputable education experts. We need ideas from both ends of the spectrum to develop best
practices in our classrooms. All appointees should be restricted to term limits to ensure a regular
infusion of new ideas. By being the largest municipal education system in the country we must
provide an example of how parents and educators can work together to bring quality education to
our children,
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26. What would you propose to inctease the transparency of the Board of Blections in the City of
New York’s operations and accountability to the city and its voters?

We support the proposal for taking partisan politics out of the Board of Elections, The reforms
suggested by The Citizens Union for a 11 member board with the inclusion of a third party or
independent voice allows for a more valid representation of our registered voters and will
hopefully follow with the involvement of new leaders to our election process,

27. What would you propose to further enhance transparency regarding the relationships between
council members, their families, and nonprofits that receive funding from New York City?

I believe that any non-profit organization requesting discretionary funding needs to submit an
application to their respective member. The application must state the amount being requested and
what specifically the money is going to. All applications should be posted on-line on the member’s
council page. If an application is submitted by a non-profit where a family member works, or is in
a position of authority, that must be disclosed by the member on the website along with a
justification as to why the non-profit is receiving the funding.

Once the funding is handed out, the councilmember must post which of the applications were
granted funding along with a statement justifying the award. Finally on a 6 month basis the non-
profits must report if the money they were awarded was used for the project they requested it for,
and if not why that money was used on something else.

Finally any non-profit run or employing a councilmember’s family member should be barred from
receiving discretionary funding in consecutive years, unless the councilmember’s relative has lefi
the organization and has no financial or political stake in the group.
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Additional Comments;

As a first time candidate I have understood that the handful of endorsements T have sought, were
more than likely going to one of the other candidate’s in my race, because the way our system
curtently works most groups basc their suppost on shaky metrics of viability, as opposed to
ideological similarities, or actual viability. While T have accepted this fact, I see The Citizens Union
as a fair minded and mission oriented group. While I may not have raised the most money, ot
received a heavy list of endorsements, this was something I anticipated early on an have adjusted my
campaign accordingly.

I consider myself a reform candidate, and have run an unconventional campaign based almost
exclusively on direct voter contact, which given the amount of time I've spent going from door to
door and the number of voters I've personally spoken to, I believe I have a strong chance of
winning, pending I do not fall victim to the petitioning “game”. 1 personally understand the need
for electoral reform in our City, and having made a number of friends running in other races, see
how election after election well intentioned reform minded individuals fall victim to the flaws of our
system. I believe in the Citizens Union’s mission and hope that T can not only earn your
endorsement but help carry the organization’s mission once 1 am elected.
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CANDIDATE ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

Citizens Union is adding a new clement to its evaluation of candidates running for office. Asa
candidate who presently does not hold elected office, CU is interested in knowing your top five
campaign promises you are making to the voters during this campaign for this position,

If elected, Citizens Union will use these promises to evaluate your performance while in office, as
well as, to evaluate your candidacy in the future.

We thank you very much for your response. Please feel free to use additional paper if the space
provided is not sufficient.

TOP FIVE 2009 CAMPAIGN PROMISES

1. Reforming how as-of-right development works so that a community has 2 role in detesmining
how their neighborhood grows.

2. Working to ensute the City is meeting its obligations to reduce class size

3. Protecting senior centers in the district and establishing new programs to aid seniors with
information technology

4. Fighting for a progressive tax

5. Improving transparency in my office’s operations



