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CITIZENS UNION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL
ELECTION 2009

Citizens Union would appreciate your responses to the following questions related to policy issues
facing the City of New York that are of concern to Citizens Union and the citizens of the City, We
plan to make public your responses to this questionnaire in out Voters Ditectoty, ot our website,
and in othet appropaiate venues. Respouses to these questions will be one of several factors
Citizens Union will use to evaluate candidates who are running for office in order to determine oug
“Preferred Candidates™ for the primary election and “Endorsed Candidates™ for the peneral election.
In ordet to receive Citizens Union’s “preferred” or “endorsed” status, in addition to completiog the
questionnaire, candidates must participate in an interview with Citizens Union’s Local Candidates
Committee,

We thaok you vety much for yout tesponse.

Candidate Name: __ Karen Koslowitz Age: 68

Office to Which You Seek (Re) Electon: Council District #: 29

Capapaign Address: 72-50 Austin Street, 2nd Floor Forest Hills, NY 11375
Catnpaign Telephone Numbes: (347)  722-6923 Fax: {718 ) 268-7363
Party Affiliation(s): __Democrat Campaign Manager Name: Greg Lavine

Website & Email: _www.karenforcouncil(9.comy kkdnyc@gmail.com

Education: ___James Monroe High School

Occupation/Employet (or yeats in cusrently held elected office): . Director of Community
Boards, Office of the President of the Botough of Queens
Previous Offices, Campaigns and Community/Civic Involvement: NYC Council Meinbes

1991.2001; PTA President: Reformed Temple of Forest Hills
Ate you willing to be interviewed by CU’ Local Candidates Coromittee? YES X NO___
Have you completed requisite campaign finance filings? YES. X NO__ .

(Ploase note: Citizens Union can grant its *Preferved Candidate™ and “Endorsed Candidate” raling only to candidates we bave

.

interviewed. We will make wery effort o interview sandidates iy each race for City Connctl,)
Signatute of Candidage: /.KO\A&M« m;& Date:__J ) 901 ©q
A v
Citizens Union * 299 Broadway New Yotk, NY 10007

phone 212-227-0342 » fax 212-227-0345 ¢ citizens@cltizensunion.otg * www.citizensunion.oxg
Peter J.W., Shetwin, Chair * Dick Dadey, Executive Director
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Please state yout position on the following issues by indicating whethes you suppott or oppose each.

You may elaborate in the space provided at the end ot op additional papet.

VOTING AND ELECTIONS REFORM

1.

M

b

B

b

What is your position with tespect to allowing voters
who ate registeted as independents to vote in patty
primaries?

What is yout position of passage of state legislation
that would allow tefetenda initiated by the City
Council and/ ot the public to appear on the ballot at
the satne time as 4 teferendum indtiated by a charten
comimission appointed by the Mayor?

What is your position on incteasing the pay of
Election Day poll wotkets above the cupretrt $200
they are allotted per election event?

. What js your position o resttucturing New York’s

cugrent board of elections mode] to eliminate political
patty tesponsibility for overall election adwministration
and replace it with 2 system that nastows political
party involvement to certification of candidate
petitions and the actual counting of votes?

What is yous position on having an election
adtoioisttation systein whete thete is a local elections
executive ditector appointed by the mayor upon
recominendation by a new boatd that is chosen by the
ayor and the city council?

Support

E'.I

Ty
o

Opnos

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

0.

What is your position on implementing “war chest”
restrictions that would prohibit a candidate from
transferring funds raised in a previous election cycle

into a current campaign committee for a different
office?

Oppose
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7. What is yout position on allowing cawpaign financiog Buppord Oppose
for ballot proposals?
CITY COUNCIL REFORM
8. What is your position on allowing Council Oppose
comimittees to fanction more ndependenty of the
speaker than is presently the case?
a. Should comunittee staff be hired by and report to Suppor Oppose
colnmittee chates?
b. Should committee hearings and votes be Support Oppose
scheduled at the direction of the chairs?
c. Should committees be able to issue subpoenas by OpOrt Oppose
a vote of their membets?
9. What is yout position on:
a,  Hmiting councilmembers’ ability to earn outside Oppose
income?
b. maififlg the job of conncilember a full-tine Support | Oppose
position?
c. eliminating ot limiting stipends fot committee Oppose
chairs and leadership positionsr {M
10. What is yout position on tequiging that any fatute Oppose
inctease in councilmember copapensation not affect .
those seqving i the cugrent tettn of the council and
only be applied prospectively to the following terna?
11. What is your position on consolidating the cuitent ' Support | Oppose
City Council vommittee structure and reducing the '
number of ovetall cominittees?
12. What is yout position ot term limits for elected Oppose
officials?
13. What is your position on modifying the City Charter Eui’EOfﬂ Oppose

to tequire that changes to term limits may only be
approved by the voters?
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14, What is yous position on the recent extension of texm Support Opposé

limits for the city’s elected officials to three
cofisecntive four-year terms?  Please explain your
alswes.

Mp_@@mhe exte limits for the simple fac - and th

down twice by New York City voters. Our elected ials i ity Council should

exetcise the tepiesentative function of govetment with which they ate entrusted once they
are elected to office, and thus should have opposed the Mayor's push for texm Jimits

extension. Moteovet, | was term limited from office i 2001 after having served in the City
Council for 10 yeass. I proudly abided by the tetin limits rules, as they were the clear will of
New York City voters,

POLICY ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE

Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whethet you support or
oppose cach, whete applicable. Please also use the space provided below each queston or
on a sepatate sheet of paper to elaborate on yout positions on the questions which require a
detailed answet. - You may also provide additional information on any actions that you have
taken or plan to take to advance your positions on these issues.

15, Knowing that the police department and Suppord Oppose
cotinissionet tetain ultimate authonty for
determining whether an officer is guiltily and penaity,
what is yout position on ttansfexting power to the
Civilian Complaint Review Board to prosecute cases
of police misconduct, such as force, abuse of
authotity, discoustesy, and offensive language?

16. What is your position on changing the cuttent land uppor Oppose
use process under ULURP to inctease the role of
community-based planning?

17. What i3 yout position tegarding the creation of a ISuQEotg Oppose
Chazter Revision Commission to review specifically
the roles of the vatious offices of government and
how well governiment has functioned since the 1988
and 1989 charter review commissions?

18. What is your positon on reforming the current Suppor( Oppose
pension fundiag structure to create multiple tiers for
futnge city government exaployees?

B4



B7/28/2009 17:26

7187932527 MAIL BOXES ETC PAGE @5

Page 5 of 9

In FY 2008-09, New York City spent $12 billion on pensions and fringe
benefits for City employees ont of a total budget of $62 billion. What would

you do to address the growing pension costs botne by the city and New York
City tax payers?

The growth in the cost of pensions and frigge benefi ity emplovees has bec

unsustainable, New York City and gtate government spending has to be reined in, A
balance needs to be reached to ensure that the government budoet is not balanced the

backs of hardworking City em ees, while at the e figne decreasing the burden on

New York’s taxpayers,

19. What is your position with respect to the City Council Suppott Oppose
passing a tesolution calling upon the State Legislature
to establish a State Constitutional Convention?

4. If suppott, what are the thiee most important areas that teed improvement?

In light_of the sccent complete meltdown of the New York State Senate which held
the crucial buginess of New York City hosiage. and the ensning question of who is in

line to succeed the Governoy if there is no Lieutenant Governor, one area that needs
Improvement, oz af Jeast clarification, is the issue of a clear line of succession, aod
ethel or not the Governor ofity to appoint a Liente TOVEInoL,
Secondly, New York City should be given mote contiol gver local issues, such ag
Lent control and repulation and control ove otk City public . Thir

fo put an end to excessively high incumbency rate in the New York State Legislature,
which breeds contempt for the coticerns of voters, an independent redistricting
commission should be e ished. Such commission should be ~partisan.

. Do you believe that greater home rule should be granted to the City of New Yotk?

If so, in what ateas should futthet soveteignty be given?

Yes. As.stated above, I believe that New Yotk City should be granted greater home jule,
especially concerning housing and education. These issues are very local in natuge,
Representatives of citizens who live jn 4 pasticalar locality should be entiusted with setfing
specifie loealized policy on these issues, not elected officigls who tepresent completely different

constituencies hundreds of miles away.
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20. Taking into consideration the lessons learned from the debates surrounding congestion pricing
and the Ravitch Comumission’s recommendations to provide the MTA. with long-tetin funding,
what would you ptopose to addtess the MTA’s fiscal solvency issues and ensuge that the butden
for funding the MTA is equitably distributed among all stakeholders?

The MTA needs a steady yevenue streatq that promotes fairness to New Yotk City residents. The fe-

instatement of the cotnmuter tax is ofie example of g policy that would ensure fairpess to New York

City residents, w idity for . Mo he h i i
authorities, needs to look for cheapes ways to finance jts operations and capital budgets. Paying down
debt is a huge budget itegn for the MTA.

21. What would you propose in tetns of creating a greater role for the city council in detegmining and
deciding the city budget?

This is an issue of home rule. New York City should have a gtegter role in clej;c;mﬁnjng its own

udoet, ‘The Ci cuncil. in conjunction with the Ma

its own, such as the sales tax.

22. What is your position regatding the City’s past practice of usiog surplus tax tevenues to pay down
futue health cost und pension obligations, and the decision not to do so this yeat?

I believe it is generally smart fiscal plapning to pay dowg future expenses gow, when the fnoney is
available and cheaper, that is, without having to borrow in the future at intetest, However, given the
state of the economy, locally and nationally, it tade sense to preserve what funds the City does have,
for moye immediate strategic cconomic planning.

23. What is yowt view of how the taxes paid by New Yotkets compare to the value that is received in
City setvices? Do you believe that taxes should be raised ox lowered? To the extent you believe
taxes should be changed, please provide specific proposals about what taxes you would raise and
what services you would cut, if you didn’t raise taxes, listed in order of gleatest magnitude.

Albany confjnoually shottchanges New Yorlk City by taking out much tnore money thag it ceturns

back to the City in the form of sexvice nefits. A fairer state-to-ci ing formula

be written into law. It is bad policy to cut service middle and working class New Yotkers

depend wpon the most in times of economic hatdship, Due to this economic climate, we will have
to work extra hatd to oot out waste and unnecessary government cxpendituyes.

24. Many policy advocates champion the creation of 2 more divetsified economy, and one that is less
reliant on Wall Steeet. What is yout position on such a plan? If you support it, what would you do
to diversify the city’s economy? How would you adjust spending in New York City to
accomodate the anticipated teduction in tax revenue as the tax bage shifts to lowes paylog jobs?
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The economy of New York City, and State, needs tg become much logs reliant on Wall Street. It i
poot economic security fot out City and State’s tax dollars to come from such a paktow part of oug

u ts a huge ial for economic, and thus City reve expansion.

25. What would you propose the Depattonent of Education do to increase the ability for patents and
teachers to become more meaningfully involved in the education system? What other positives
changes can be made to the New York City public school systetm?

1.am a proponent of Mavoral control of schools. However, I have not always been 2 proponent of

how Mayoral control has been impleme: itt practice, Asa ' PTA Preside elieve
that a depree cal contol of schools is beneficial. eed the necessa
empowerment {o make localized decisions that are either ignore misunderstood larger
school system, which, anforinnately, can become too butegucratic, A possible solution is a revised
tegion system, bioken dowg more locally than it initially was, but with enough gogtrol from the

administration to majptain mayoral coniol.

26. What would you propose to increase the transparency of the Board of Elections in the City of
New York’s opetations and accountability to the city and its voters?
York City voters deseive to cast votes without any feay their vote will be lost o
manipulated. We need voting machines that leave pa wils, Additionally, Boaxd ctions
wotkers, both full-time and temporaty, need better training on handling high-turnout elections, such

as the 2008 Genegal Election.

27. What would you propose to futthet enbance transparency regacding the relationships between
council members, their families, and nonprofits that teceive funding from New York City?

The more open and public City Council discretionaty funding becomes, the less likely Coyncil

Memnbets will abuse the system. Discretionary funding should be fully deliberated in the Council with
immediate publication for public consumption. i i
to simply dole out money behind closed doots without thotough debate.

mption. The Council Speaker should pot have the opborun
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Additional Commenis:
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xRN K,
(CITIZENS UNION
OF THE GITY OF NEW 1,

CANDIDATE ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

Citizens Union is adding a new element to its evaluation of candidates mnning for office. Asa
candidate who presenily does not hold elected office, CU is interested in knowing yout top five
catnpaign promises you are making to the voters duting this campaign for this position,

If elected, Citizens Union will use these protises to evaluate your performance while in office, as
well as, to evaluate your candidacy in the future,

We thank you very ouch for yous response. Please feel free to use additional paper if the space
provided is not sufficient.

TOP FIVE 2009 CAMPAIGN PROMISES

1. Strengthen and increase the agcountability of our educational system,
2. Increase the stock of affordable housing and strengthen rent control and pro-tenant

3. Provide affordable health care for New York City’s wotking families.
4., Protect vital services for senjor citizens, including the full funding of seniot centers and
the protection of SCRIF,

5. Improve the quality of life of residents of the 29" Council Distsict by focusing op issues
as divesse as sanitation to crime to disabilities accessibility.




