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CITIZENS UNION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL
ELECTION 2009

Citizens Union would appreciate yout responses to the following questons 1
issues facing the City of New Yotk that ate of concern to Citizens Union and
the City. We plan to make public your responses to this questionnaite in our
Ditectory, on our website, and in other appropriate venues. Responses to thesg questions
will be une of several factors Citizens Union will use to evaluate candidates whe are running
for office in order to determine our “Prefersed Candidates” fot the primary eleftion and
 “Pndarsed Candidates” for the general election, In order to receive Citizens Union’s
“preferred” or “endosed” status, in addition to completing the questionnaire, fandidates
must participate in an intetview with Citizens Union’s Local Candidates Comnitree. -

We thank you very much for your response.

Candidat-e Nam;::-f\(‘? anedn CM’) LA)\@L&G; Agd: QTZ.,-' _

30 |
Office to Which You Seek (Re) Election: Council Distict #: : /
Camnpaign Address: bq\ ) 54 ' Mﬂ_‘ 6 9%(5)@/& [ ( 38 S
Campaign Telephone Numbet: (- 1) U Fux: (.7{ 83 B&l. évf‘)_#j &
Patty Afﬁliation(s)': D% C)ﬂ'@t{g\pmgn Ma;’mger Name: b\z CGW/M WAL E'__
. . B
Website & Email: _ w\’U Ul %ﬁ*?xﬁ\ \)“E’Tﬁ CMA AY&M{ . l/\:{"(::?f___
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, _(ir-\u e W,\_/\/l.\.’lﬂh’-} 30ﬁb Distnc . -’\(}.mug.uh- }.100(?' \"::IT
0 ~ Presont :

" Previous Offices, Campaigns and Community/Civic Involvement:

6&‘@{ JB[A &, C{ \\é”'f

Aze you williag tn be interviewed by CU's Local Candidates Committee? YHS __ NO__-
Have you completed requisite campaign finance filings? : YES__NO .
(Please nots: Citizens Undon éan grant its “Pesferred Candidate # and ‘Bndorsed Candidate” rafigg only ¥o candidatss
we bave fnferviewed, We will make overy effort o infervlaiw candidases in eush rave for Crly Coutiedf,)

Signamre of Candidate: . : Dhpte:

) : ‘Citzens Tninn » 299 Brbadway New York, NY 10007 '
phone 212-227-0342 ¢ fax 512-997.0345 » ¢jtizens@gitizensunion.org * wwAv.citipensunion.org
Peter ].W. Sherwin, Chair » Dick Dadey, Executive Director .




Y. CANDIDATE: QUESTIONS
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Please state your posmon on the following issues by mdlcaung whether you suppott ot

oppose cach. You ma}r elaborate in the space provided at the end ox on additi

brial paper.

]LQIME! ELﬁcszs REFORM

1. What is yout posﬁmn with respect to allo g voters Support
who ate ragmtereq as mdependents to vote i
primaries?

2. What is your position on passage of state legislation Suppott

that would allow referenda initiated by the City
Council and/ot the, public to appear on the ballot at
the same time as 3 referendum initiated by a charrer
commission appm:nted by the Mayoz?

m&!li@

{Opp“c?’é'é;& )

3. What is your posiuon on inereasing the pay of @@ Oppose
Election Day poll workers above (e cucrent $200 -
they are alfotted pﬁr election event?
S
4, What is your posipton on restructuring New York’s @ Oppose
ensrent board of r,plecnons tnodel to eliminate political e
patty responsibility for ovesall election administration
and replace it with 4 sysfem that natrows political
patty involvement to certification of candn?ate
petitions and the actual counting of votes?
. o
5. What is yout position on having an election - @ Oppose
administeation system whete there is a local elections
executive divector appointed by the mayot upon
recommendation by a new board that is chosen by the
mayor and the city council?
CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM
Oppose

6. What is yout position on implementing “war chiest” @
restrictions that would prohibit a candidate from
transferring funds raised in a previous election cycle

_ into a current campaign committee for a different
office?

L \2CE e LS e
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7. What is yous position on allowing campaign financing
- for ballot proposals?

Support
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CI1TY COUNCIL REFORM

8. What is your position on allowing Council @@ Oppose
committees to function mote independently of the
speaker than is presently the case? —
a. Should committee staff be hited by and report v Support )|  Oppose
coinmittee chaits? ]
b. Should committee hearings and votes be sm- Oppose
scheduled at the direction of the chaivs? gca-:\
¢. Should committees be able to issuc subpoenas by Suppott Oppose
a vote of their members?
9. What is yout position on: )
a. limiting councilmembess’ ability to earn outside @pog:_t__.) Oppose
income?
b. making the joh of councilmember a full-time @ppo:t ) Oppose
positon? — '7-:1‘.)
c. eliminating ot limiting stipends for committee upport 50 pase
chai &aixsgl:adershi ; os?ﬁo:ll P This requiyes ad &I%Eﬁym_l gy Md(}_ﬁ 7
responsisfFe e, f;i TS re1Sense for Cpunid Comimibes. SRR
e el iy M\r AN el Awhes -pom it Spent as Chad
10. \%Vhat is your position on requiting that any furure w Oppose

increase in councilmember compensation not affect
those serving in the current term of the council and
only be applied prospectively to the following term?

11. What is your position on consolidating the custent

City Council committee structure and reducing the

number of overall committees? Vitad

w@%m ig?og}%%sition on term

ok

L

otticialsy?

wpurK vS
L4 OLAND &N T
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13, ‘What is yout position on tuodifying the City Charter
to requite that changes to term limits may only be
approved by the voters?

. Support
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14, What is your position on the recent extension of term Suppott @
limits for the city’s elected officials to three

consecutive four-year terms? Please explain your
answet,
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POLICY ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE,

Please state yout position on the following issues by indicating whether you support or
oppose each, where applicable. Please also use the space provided below each|question ox
on a separate sheet of paper to elabotate on your positions on the questiuns which requirc a
detailed answer, You may also provide additional information on any actions that you have
taken ot plan to take to advance your positions ou (hess issues.

15, Knowiny that the police departinent and @ Oppose

commissionet retain vltimate authority for
detetmining whether an officet is guiliily and penalty,
what is your position on transferring power to the -
Civilin Complaint Review Boatd to prosecufe cases

" of police misconduct, such as fozce, abuse of
authority, disconrresy, and offensive language?

16. What is your position on changing the current land Oppose

use process undetr ULURP to increase the role of
comnunity-based planning?

17. What is your position regarding the creation of a @oﬁ ? ) Oppose
Charter Revision Commission to review specifically -
the roles of the vatious offices of government and

how well government has functoned since the 1988
and 1989 charter teview commissions?

18. What is your position on reforming the current Support Oppose
pension funding structure to create multiple tiers for
tuturé city government employees?




2. In FY 2008-09, New York City. spent $12 billion on pensions ax
benefits for City emplogees out of a total budget of $62 billion.
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Ld Etinge
What would

you do to address the growing pension costs bome by the ity gnd New Yotk

City tax payers?,
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19, %(fhat is your pogm respect to the City Council Support

passing a resolution calling upon the Srate Lepislature
1o establish a State Constitutional Convention?

.ooa If sugaport, what ate the three most impottant areas that need it
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20. Taking into consideration the lessons leaxned from the deba
pricing and the Ravitch Commission’s recommendations to provide the N
term funding, what wonld you propose to address the MTA’s fiscal solve
ensure that the burden for funding
stakeholders?
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21, What would you propose in tetms of creating a greater role fot the mty coy

determining and deciding the city budget?
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23 What is yout view of how the taxes paid by New Yorkers compare to the

received in City sexvices? Do you believe that taxes should be raised or loy

extent you believe taxes should he changed please provide specific propo
taxes you would raise and what services you would-cut, if you didn’t raise
urder of greatest magnitude.
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24, Many policy advocates champion the cieation of a more divetsified economy, and one that
is less reliant on Wall Street. What is your position on such a plan? 1t you qupport it, what

would you do to diversify the city’s economy? How would you adjust spen
York City to accommodate the anticipated reduction in tax revenuc as the

to lower paying jobs?
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25, What would you propose the Department of Education do to increase the

patents and teachets to become mote meaningfully involved in the educati
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27. What would you propose to futthet eahance transparency regarding the
hetween council membess, their Gunilies, and nonprofits that receive fun

Yorl City?
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CANDIDATE ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTIONNAI

Citizens Union is adding 2 new element to its evaluation of incumbents runni
clection. In addition to evalnating their stances on the issues above, Citizens
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RE

for re-
Ei@n will
assess iicumbents on how well they kept the promises they made to voters during the

previous election.

As an elected official who is seeking re-election,

a. whatwete the top five promises you made to
your current position and what progress have
and why and why nor have you met them?

b. what are your top five campaigyl Promises you are makitig to the v
this campaign for this position? -

your constituents wh

vou rmade to keep t

We thank you very much for your response. Please feel free to use additional
space provided is not sufficient.
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