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CITIZENS UNION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL
ELECTION 2009

Citizens Union would appreciate your responses to the following questions related to policy
issues facing the City of New York that are of concern to Citizens Union and the citizens of
the City. We plan to make public your responses to this questionnaire in our Voters
Ditectory, on out website, and in other appropiiate venues. Responses to these questions
will be one of seyeral factors Citizens Union will use to evaluate candidates who are running
for office in ordet to determine our “Preferred Candidates” for the primaty election and
“Bndorsed Candidates” for the geneml election. In order to 1ece1\re Citizens Union’s

“preferred” or “endorsed” status, in addition to completmg the questlonnane candidates
must participate in an interview with Citizens Union’s Local Candidates Committee.

We thank you very much for your response.

Candidate Name: A ' b@ r’+ Vavm Age! 7L/

Office to Which You Seek (Re) Election: Council District #: 3 é‘j
Campaign Address: l L[ZL‘I pu I“'OV\ S'h%.&fi’ Kraaf(lxj{nj AY 2]k

Campaign Telephone Number: (71%) bed - 94720 Fax: ('719) 604 - 2116

T,
Party Affiliation(s): Democratic @am§rfi %nr:agcrmName ZHQ nce Jo Jo nes
Website & Email: _WwWW, alvann 2004, com - bKV&ngOO‘\ &Dﬁma”- Coun

Education: F;Al\t{!f\ k )—Jw\& H; g g,t; 7&/{1/0 //ﬂrl/d«fﬁf{'*-f Mff M}:Ju’(d‘nd.r\ - ‘/Ebh VAUHIN(SA}\[J
M.‘A. PN GUl&LC}W\CL g\-f\,ck COUI\.?CJSJV\,J-lLQ Ik S‘g{\d UY\IV(/FS!‘}‘T
Occupation/Employer {or years in cutrently held eleued ofﬁc:])

‘74 Vi’:‘“’S in C, ‘}ul Councel
Previous Ofﬁces Campaigns and Community/Civic Involvement:
/[/ﬁw Vs K Chafe /f!ﬁ«cmﬁ/q Member (§6+A Df.s‘frr(wl'\ A lic
S}J\ao/ 71'6&(/Cr and d&(m:n.F%ra‘ﬁpr

Are you willing to be interviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Committee? YES / NG
Have you completed requisite campaign finance filings? YES ~ N

O
(Please note: Citizens Union can grant its ‘Proferred Candidate” and “Eindorsed Candidate” rating only to candidafes
we have interviewed. We will make every effort to interview candidates in each race for City Conneil)

Signature of Candidate: mf %’W—" Date: { / 7 /9 4

Citizens Union * 299 Broadway New York, NY 10007
phone 212-227-0342 » fax 212-227-0345 » citizens(@citizensunion.org * www.citizensunion.otg
Peter J.W. Sherwin, Chair * Dick Dadey, Executive Director
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I. CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whe_ther you suppott or
oppose each. You may elaborate in the space provided at the end or on additional paper.

VOTING AND ELECTIONS REFORM

1. What is yout position with respect to allowing voters Support Oppose
who are registered as independents to vote in party
primaties?

2. What is your position on passage of state legislation Oppose
that would allow referenda initiated by the City '

Council and/or the public to appeat on the ballot at
the same time as a referendum initiated by a charter
commission appointed by the Mayos?

3. What is yout position on increasing the pay of Oppose
Election Day poll workers above the current $200

they are allotted per election event?

Suppott

4. What is your position on restructuring New York’s Oppose
current boatd of elections model to eliminate political
patty responsibility for overall election administration
and replace it with a system that narrows political
party involvement to certification of candidate
petitions and the actual counting of votes?

5. What is your position on having an election Support Oppose
administration system where there is a local elections
executive ditector appointed by the mayor upon U A al e .‘al Q.Ol
recommendation by a new board that is chosen by the
mayor and the city council?

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

6. What is yout position on implementing “war chest” Oppose
restrictions that would prohibit a candidate from

transferring funds raised in a previous election cycle
into a curtent campaign committee for a different
office?
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7. What is your position on allowing campaign financing Oppose
for ballot proposals?
CITY COUNCIL REFORM !
8. What is your position on allowing Council Oppose
committees to function more independently of the
speaker than is presently the case?
a. Should committee staff be hired by and report to Support ./ Oppose
cominittee chairs? e
b. Should committee hearings and votes be Support @
scheduled at the direction of the chairs? - g .
c. Should committees be able to issue subpoenas by @ Oppose
a vote of their members?
9. What is your position on:
a. limiting councilmembers’ ability to carn outside Suppott @
income?
b. making the job of councilmember a full-time Suppott Oppose
position? .
c. eliminating or limiting stipends for committee Support
chairs and leadership positions? )
10. What is yout position on requiting that any future Oppose
increase in councilmember compensation not affect
those setving in the current term of the council and
only be applied prospectively to the following term?
11. What is your position on consolidating the current Oppose
City Council committee structure and reducing the
number of overall committees?
12. What is your position on term limits for elected Support
" officials? .
13. What is your position on modifying the City Charter Support Oppose

to requite that changes to term limits may only be
approved by the voters? :



14. What is your position on the recent extension of term

limits for the city’s elected officials to three
consecutive four-year terms? Please explain your

Pleasc se_ attacdid.

answet.
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POLICY ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE

Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whether you suppost or
oppose each, where applicable. Please also use the space provided below each question or
on a separate sheet of papet to elaborate on your positions on the questions which require a
detailed answet. You may also provide additional information on any actions that you have

taken or plan to take to advance your positions on these issues,

15.

16.

17.

. 18.

Knowing that the police depattment and
commissioner retain ultimate authority for

=
Support Oppose

determining whether an officet is guiltily and penalty, T am & Co-S$ponSer 6{)

what is your position on transferring power to the
Civilian Complaint Review Board to prosecute cases
of police misconduct, such as force, abuse of
authority, discourtesy, and offensive language?

What is yout position on changing the current land
use process under ULURP to increase the role of
community-based planning?

What is your position regarding the creation of a
Chatter Revision Commission to review specifically
the roles of the various offices of government and
how well government has functioned since the 1988
and 1989 charter review commissions?

What is your position on reforming the current
pension funding structure to create multiple tiers for
future city government employees?

Tat, tods

Oppose
-
Support Oppose

Undec ded
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a. In FY 2008-09, New York City spent $12 billion on pensions and fringe
benefits for City employees out of a total budget of $62 billion, What would
you do to addtess the growing pension costs botne by the city and New Yotk

City tax payers?
I /;{n nn‘l‘ have. a glo-()in‘l'*'ea (!Q\af\.

19. What is your position with respect to the City Council Suppott @
passing a resolution calling upon the State Legislature -
to establish a State Constitutional Convention?

a. If support, what are the thtee most impottant areas that need improvement?

b. Do you believe that greater home sule should be granted to the City of New
Yotk? If so, in what areas should further sovereignty be given?

Yesi 1 believe Mow York C/ 7‘«/ chovld have Ha sh /hf

‘Ito rml.o.ow, & Ao[ausf '/’o‘txf‘(.

20. Taking into consideration the lessons learned from the debates surrounding congestion
pricing and the Ravitch Commission’s tecommendations to provide the MTA with long-
term funding, what would you propose to address the MTA’s fiscal solvency issues and
ensure that the burden for fundmg the MTA is equitably distributed among all
stakcholders?

J, Supporf' #& Kavitch Flan minus ‘}o s Gr\gvHL

LG\S‘!’ P\rer— })no&qes
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21. What would you propose in terms of creating a greater role for the city council in
determining and deciding the city budget?

T/ldre .Q/\Oud{ bé o ao‘iru’vmcnl’ Ac‘leasz.r\ 7%1 /Mtftb/dr Aand

COVNCI[ on }')n-”t revenues ﬁf\ol t’x.&éno( +wcs

22. What is your position regarding the City’s past practice of using surplus tax revenues to
pay down future health cost and pension obligations, and the decision not to do so this

year? _
T A reg w[ﬂ« fM"r ’iﬂdé'_‘r[,pf}ccffc‘c.

23. What is your view of how the taxes paid by New Yorkers compatre to the value that is
received in City services? Do you believe that taxes should be raised or lowered? To the
extent you believe taxes should be changed, please provide specific proposals about what

taxes you would raise and what services you would cut, if you didn’t raise taxes, listed in
order of greatest magnitude.

r bé’,':&VL 'f;la+ '}d)(e,s ﬁma( -Ju/ A/@M l/gnf/(t';(if povid ‘per
1% Qqan.{: cmvf’ Valua, PN Slarysq,y reces ved. H@N&Lrer} 4[u¢¢
Oure. Af VWL\{S Secvice. cceAs§ ‘H\H' can he i proved upon

and Inrow'rﬁé Areatec valove 4o ‘l"m< payecs. lo maiaTain

C,nlu Q.Qrqu; I WOu(d( ﬂJru, ‘l’o a Pe,rSana/mComé 7L4s¢
2N ‘H‘GS& éﬂtrnu:} $500 000 o prord.
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24, Many policy advocates champion the cteation of a more diversified economy, and one that
is less reliant on Wall Street. What is your position on such a plan? If you support it, what
would you do to divessify the city’s economy? How would you adjust spending in New
York City to accommodate the anticipated reduction in tax revenue as the tax base shifts
to lower paying jobs?

I A&/r(./e :1111 nac@!!&tru 'pr' /{/e, 5/ 1t C. "/..; 7’0(/41;‘-4//:/4//4
S"A L'] 10r0m f‘ﬁ/ anie en wé‘ H Hrte,‘f’ T/ﬁ C 7”*-/ MUUL C’u/’trt/mfé
A’n(x/ §w9ﬂor+ 7%L /,Zcre[f»nmn% 7£ Aéw /A/r: WU f/w/tIan ed. -n /UVC

25. What would you propose the Department of Education do to increase the ability for
parents and teachers to become more meaningfully involved in the education system?
What other positives changes can be made to the New York City public school system?

Parcats should bhe iavelved in He selection of He
gUﬂer’fn*/d/\&/&n% af 7%&.—' 16409/ 0/_& %f‘ ot andd fvﬂc.—;,\ feadents
3}\9910[ éé fe~ 6/*’\.009\&’1'*/0(

26. What would you propose to inctease the transparency of the Board of Elections in the
City of New York’s operations and accountability to the city and its voters?

4&@ -L Wou‘c/( ’Prot)o&,c: ‘Hld{— ‘HJ C '/vl Cevr\c:/ Aﬂc/(’ mneredseed
ﬁu’”om{d

27. What would you propose to further enhance transparency regarding the relationships
between council membets, their families, and nonprofits that receive funding from New
York City?

eremL fﬂo/r‘cfef wr"/al\ re.if,(c:l' 7/9 JlA:‘c L2 S8 x/e?'um/@r
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Additional Comments:
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CANDIDATE ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

Citizens Union is adding a new element to its evaluation of incumbents running for re-
election. In addition to evaluating their stances on the issues above, Citizens Union will
assess incumbents on how well they kept the promises they made to voters during the
previous election.

As an elected official who is seeking re-election,

a. what were the top five promises you made to your constituents when you ran for
yout cuttent position and what progress have you made to keep those promises,
and why and why not have you met them?

b, what are yout top five campaign promises you are making to the voters during
this campaign for this position?

We thank you very much for your response. Please feel free to use additional paper if the
space provided is not sufficient.

TOP FIVE CAMPAIGN PROMISES FROM 2005 AND ACTION ON THEM
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TOP EIVE 2009 CAMPAIGN PROMISES




14) I voted for the extension of term limits, because I do not believe in any term limits for an elected
office. I feel that elections are the appropriate mechanism for removing elected officials from office.
While I have a problem with the way Mayor Bloomberg used his power and influence to garner support
for an opportunity to seek a third term, I made my decision to support the legislation based on my guiding
principle; what is in the long-term best interest of my community.

L.

2005 CAMPAIGN PROMISES AND ACTION ON THEM

Representing my community and constituents to the very best of my ability — I believe that in
my 7+ years in the City Council, I have provided effective representation for my community and
constituents. Together with community leaders, we have increased the affordable housing stock,
while protecting our community from unscrupulous developers. We have rezoned the southern
section of Bedford-Stuyvesant and completed the first-phase of designating Crown Heights Notth
as a historic district by the Landmarks Preservation Commission. These will protect the District
from out of character development, and will allow for higher development on major
thoroughfares, provided that it includes affordable housing.

Building and supporting community institutions and organizations — Throughout my time in
government, I have always supported the development of local community institutions because I
feel that the strength of institutions within the community will have a strong influence on the
health of the community. Local institutions can outlast individuals in providing effective services
to a community. This is why I have focused on securing funding for the many institutions of the
36" Council District during my time in the City Council. I have been able to provide significant
support for community development/housing organizations, community health centers and
organizations, and community parks, among many other community institutions. I have also
provided leadership in creating and supporting local community taskforces on economic
development, education, public safety and seniors. These taskforces have worked towards finding
and implementing solutions to issues the community faces, while also attracting outside resources
in support of their efforts.

Placing major emphasis on parental advocacy and leadership training, and supporting
publie schools in my District — Since 2005, I have provided funding and other support o the 36
Council District Education Taskforce and Center for Law and Social Justice to assist and empower
parents in becoming advocates. I have also supported the schools in my District with mitlions of
dollars in capital funding for building upgrades, computer and science labs, and playgrounds.

2009 CAMPAIGN PROMISES

1 will make the same commitment to my community that I made in 2005,






