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CITIZENS UNION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL
ELECTION 2009

Citizens Union would sppreciate your responses to the following questions related 1o policy
issues facing the City of New York that are of concern to Citizens Union and the citizens of
the City. We plan to make public your responses to this questionnaire in our Voters
Direciory, on our wehsite, and in other appropriate venues. Responses to these questions
will be one of several factors Citizens Union will use to evaluate candidates who are running
for office in order to determine our “Preferred Candidates” for the primary election and
“Endorsed Candidates” for the general election. In order to receive Citizens Union's

“preferred” or “endaorsed” status, in addition to completing the questionnaire, candidates
mnust participate in an interview with Citizens Unien’s Local Candidates Comumittee,

We thank you very much for your response,

Candidate Name: W£Md/iu Wriq I/i‘f Age: b

Qffice to Which You Seek (Re) Election: c:ouncil District #; 3[9

Campaign Addresss ST T0mpkins HArve #2

Campaign Telephone Number: (f ff) §0/ - Y55 g (ly) O 7657

Party Affilinton(s XML Campaign Manager Name:_Maguge [ o s8.S

Website & Fngil_W MWW ¢ (hﬂ”&fw”ﬂﬁl'ﬂﬂk) 1 (oY /‘I’f!iﬂa{mf?b\)ﬂgﬁf"é’/akb,
E‘.ducaﬂnnghikl Daer st h} ) l)mfnﬂh; f C[«.:(agyo {aw Sthel

Oceupation/Employer (or years in currently held elected office):
Owrer - Cormmon  Grardys NM;‘IA/JWW C*ﬁ{d HWS(
Previous Offices, Campaigns and Community/ Civic Involvement:

Oomn'\um}vi &M""{ 3" V"IW‘/CUS' "[’ lt‘i‘*j @"”f’-ﬂ, . B&J‘Sﬁ}/ B-’b‘jﬁ
Coalihon /()mpbns ﬂﬂtnw grdwhh: ﬂrs.fmf)m

Ate you wi]]ing, to he interviewed by CU's Local Candidates Committee? YES _W NO___
Have you complered requisite campaign finance filings? YES & NO___
(Please note: Citizens Usion can grant its "Prefervsd Candidate” and “Endsrsed Candidate™ ruitny oniy f5 candidates
we hare interviewed. We will make eoery effort fo inferview candidetes in eack race for City Coangil)
/ o d; 2007

Signature of Candidate; k—{?u‘ 0\_4‘::*‘_-4:;21_)"‘( LZ\ Date:

Citizens Union » 299 Broadway Ncw York NY 10007
phune 212-227-0342 » fax 212-227-0345 * citizens(@yj z * www.cliizensunion.org
Peter J.W. Sherwin, Chair ¢ Dick l)adey, Executive Director
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I. CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whether you support or
oppose each. You may elaborate in the space provided at the end or on additional paper.

VOTING AND ELECTIONS REFORM
1. What is your position with respect to allowing votets Support
who are reglstered-as independents to vote in party

primativs?

2. What is your position on pussage of state legislation Oppose
that would allow referenda initiated by the City
Council and/or the public to appear on the ballot at

the same time s 2 referendum inidated by a charter
commission appointed by the Mayor?

3. What is your position on increasing the pay of Support Oppose
Election Day poll wotkets above the current $200 ()10 G0 ~E
they are allotied per election cvent?

4. What is your position on restructuring New York's @ Oppose
cutrent board of elections made! to climinate political
patty responsibility for overall election administration
and replace it with a system that narrows political

party invalvement to certificatdon of candidate
petitions and the actual counting uf vores?

- . - g -
5, What is your position on having an election @ Oppose
administration system where there is 2 local elections
executive director appointed by the mayor upon

recommendation by a new board that is chosen by the
mayor and the city council?

N FINANCE RE

6. What is your position on impiementing “war chest™
restrictions that would prohibit a candidate from
transferring funds raised in a previous election cycle
Into & current campaign committee for a different
office?

Oppose
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7. What is your position on allowing campaign financing
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for ballot proposals?

Support
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Oppose

COUNCIY. REF

8.

9.

10.

11,

12

13.

What is your position on allowing Council

comnmittees to function more independently of the

speaket than is presently the case?

2. Should committee staff be hired by and report to
committee chairs?

b, Should cormittee hearings and votes be
scheduled at the direction of the chairs?

. Should committees be able to issue subpoenas by
a vote of their members?

What is your position on:

2. limiting councilmembers® ability 1o earn outside
income?

b, making the job of councilmember a full-time
position?

¢, climinating or limiting stipends for committee
chaits and leadership positions?

What is your position on requiring that any future

increase in councilmember compensation not affect
those serving in the current tesm of the council and
only be applied prospectively to the following term?

What is your position on consolidating the current
City Council committee structure and reducing the
number of overall committees?

What is your position on term limits for elected
officials?

What is your position on modifying the City Charter
to require that changes to term limits may only be
apptoved by the voters?

e G

Support

upport

Suppor-t\

RIEL

Support

Oppose

Oppose
Oppose

Oppose

Oppose
Oppose

Oppose

Oppose

Oppuose

Oppose

Oppose

P4/
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14. What is your position on the recent cxtension of term Support

limits for the city’s elected officials to three
consecutive four-year terms? Please explain your
answer.

W reant ex#nSiom of form himits v e
Cihy's _slected Ofpcials shwid _have pen
deirmmed by fn vokls of MewVodk (#y, not e
el _otfreagl s

POLICY ISSTIES OF IMPORTANCE

Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whether you support ot
oppese each, whete applicable, Please also use the space provided below each question or
on a separatc sheet of paper to claborate on your positions on the questions which require a
detailed answer. You may alse provide additional information on any actions that you have
taken of plan to take to advance your positions on these issues.

15. Knwwing that the police department and Oppuose

comtnissioner retain ultimate authority for
determining whether an officer is guiltily and penalty,
what is your position on transferring power to the
Civilian Complaint Review Board to prosceute cases
of police misconduct, such as force, abuse of
authority, discourtesy, and offensive language?

16. What is your position on changing the current Jand Oppose
use process under ULURP to increase the tole of

community-based planning?

17. What is your position regarding the creation of g Oppose

Chatter Revision Commission to review specifically
the roles of the various offices of government and
how well government has functioned since the 1988
and 1989 charter review commissions?

18, What is your position on reforming the curreat Support Oppose
pension funding structure to create multiple ters for )
future city government employces? L NSO &

P50
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a. In FY 2008-D9, New York City spent $12 billion on pensions and fringe
benefits for City employees out of a total budget of $62 billion, What would
you do to address the growing pension costs borne hy the city and New York
City tax payers?

Aoy _ddyustrant do 1t comrent ponsan plans shodd be
f%uw r\eqo’mkd by _atfeekd parius . Bt in ordev fo
n fw Bt 6b/!aahmf e ity st have 2 Jow-nsk
thigshnent Rrtplio

19, What is your position with respect to the City Council @ Oppose
passing 2 resolution calling upon the State Legislature

to establish a State Constitutional Convention?

a. 1 support, what are the three most important areas that need improvement?

Hrtas 0 peed o Lmprave e s 3
- GUCASE J o 5? Leadu{%w
M’f’)(fn
G“M_f)ﬂfg‘h B-}Ma “

b. Do you believe that greater home rule should be granted to the Gity of New
York? 1f so, in what areas should further sovereignty be given?

Mw Yovt (14 needs greater avhnomy
with rgpect forent guidelnes and
mzﬂwamxe e M1, Y

20, Taking into consideration the lessons learned from the debates surrounding congestion
pricing and the Ravitch Commission’s recommendations to provide the MTA with long-
tesm funding, what would you propose to address the MTA's fiscal solvency issues and
ensute that the burden for funding the MTA s equitably distributed among all
stakcholders?

dn_arder 1p addrss MTA s hscal prblems we mut havit
a (Lm undesstarding of whut monsy H s tugf ho) 1f /sbele

nezd fbr lmomwmem{x Wtd Mgmkmm :
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21, What would you proposc in terms of creating a greater role for the city council in
determining and deciding the city budger?

Gmr)%m o mitters T aé//zﬁ/; 10 _ameny
bmdﬂd ampm e &S gredl ag mmkﬁ IH [ nde
pver I ug oF Allizathone ééqzhc,m; (hich,

A Covmmuttce.  Svostes i P /MU’IM POt e

22, What Is your position regarding the Ci sty 8 past practice of using surplus tax revenues 1o
pay down foture health cost and pension obligations, and the decision not t do so this

e s undivs andable /éY Tho 07\4 7‘5 Prepate.
for furury ob[u;mhows b pr- ﬂmm 1 Aid (42
e songbls, ﬁ;r e (ihy o Ardrming Pat Crephl
Ao obrmhfw Shovid AU precedend puer fudvre
obhqahm,

23. What is your view of how the taxes puid by New Yotkers compate to the valug that is
received in City services? Do you believe that taxes should be raised or lowered? To the
extent you helivye taxes should be changed please provide specific pruposals aboul what
taxes you would raise and what services you would cut, if you didn’t raise taxcs, listed in
order of greatest magtitude,

“Thig gutitin 7 _yalve s Troly a_guecho
rmmm Ko Ci ty 17 dollays ave mém‘ S Id
R Aoy b( vsed i B mranms prescribed 7
f% Mg fies  Ne d'ﬁ%’h’nc@' (he fher  wo e oy
/mwr foxis 175 N resovrees dm fof Mm’; Spat (n
4 mannir re%fé’cbrw, Cormmmun ) pricy ket & nd
sovrd__policy demn/'f
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24. Many policy advocates champion the creation of a more diversified cconomy, and one that
is less reliant on Wall Street. What is your position on such 4 plan? If you suppart it, what
would you do to diversify the city’s economy? How would you adjust spending in New
York City to accommadate the anticipated teduction in tax revenue as the tax base shifis
1o lower paying jabs?

f%np_mﬁa Mare d(#érs”fﬁi/x’(mom/y and_beliove P Gh;]_
st v 118 yrsevres, incliding axshry boldigs did fgd )
b Gdbvart neg brsnesses . Fortther | ot Gy must b
frsfonsible asd g s 1% rewonve  in fhe st (osf

¢ Fec five manpers @ Qo._sgf.é’&g

25. What would you propose the Deparrment of Education do {0 increase the ability for
patents and teachers to become more meaningfully involved in (he education system?
What other positives changes can be made to the New York City public school systemn?

Tha_parent Gordivaby , CEC and Lidplerrfop Team -
Musf ke gfwn 4 Muswipaful woy B porhegek in fu Schosls’
bptratens incloeling 8ptnirs, o closing Bf cciovls ane
Selochona <F ﬂr’agmmsﬂ

26, What would you propose to increase the transparency of the Board of Rlections in the
City of New York’s operations and accountability o the city and its vorers?

e npds b be g )M(}@Y edvatin _inttah v
Broyw most Vol havt  ho 1404 what e ROE
olees  other_Dan  process kv re?lf/fa'ﬁm curds .

Fovtwr , e P& pocds fo_be (hepthdent of
ol e el picly flvene .

27. What would you propose to furcher enhance transparency regarding the relationships
between council membets, their familics, and nonprofits that receive funding from New
Yotk City?

Mo must requine hmely disclosore 4 aff
T 7 )
L0C0uAR 1o cuvig fords fram ANC :MHh@n%amy
pokwhal Cowfluck. Tafprmatin stwvid be JosHd on’ pu
flf’\g lwnc] wedxik  m addd b fo i’(;:ggukc?’ (b e ﬁmwc@/}
dd§chstire Aozoments,
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Additional Comments:
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CANDIDATE ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

Citizens Union is adding a new element to its evaluation of candidates running for office. As a candidate who
presently does not hold elected office, CU is interested in knowing your top five campuiygn promises you are
making to the voters during this carapaign for this position.

If elected, Citizens Union will use these promises to evaluate your performance while in office, as well as, to
evaluate your candidacy in the future.

We thank you very much for your response. Please feel free w use additonal papet if the space provided ix
not sufficient,

TOP FIVE 2009 CAMPAIGN FPROMISES
v T ot PaKiny Gny plamises gs prk o MY CAMPASh, ratier 1
2. Ay ity ﬁ't’d’ pals ¢
-~ foopide W offa Dat Is Alpvntable ¢ dccisible
. ~ 0 ddvetak_for aftodable bhosieg B all memfers of wr Commonify
5, " coppert lmovadive salohoss fo redvee crmae fn M dreg

“ o adviale fr Smal] s Jnchahves whech promok.
mproved  Strviee  eneel provfn,

:...J




