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CITIZENS UNION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL
ELECTION 2009

Citizens Union would appreciate your tesponses to the following questions telated to policy
issues facing the City of New York that ate of concern to Citizens Union and the citizens of
the City. We plan to make public your responses to this questionnaire in our Voters
Ditectory, on our website, and in other appropriate venues. Responses to these questions
will be one of several factors Citizens Union will use to evaluate candidates who are running
for office in order to determine our “Preferred Candidates” for the primary election and
“Endotsed Candidates” for the general election. In order to receive Citizens Union’s
“preferred” or “endorsed” status, in addition to completing the questionnaire, candidates
must participate in an interview with Citizens Union’s Local Candidates Cominittee.

We thank you very much for your response.

Candidate Name: __MELN /1Y BRo é(/ﬂ/ Age: 4

Office to Which You Seek (Re) Election: Council District #: 37
Campaign Addsess: /168 i él?fQJ‘d N FFRecde Bugdélsis WY/ / 23/

3Ls7
Campaign Telephone Numberz‘?é& ) Yoo~ 3276 Fax:i ()
INB L PEABENCE o o
Party Affiliation(s): Campaign Manager Name: . Io N LL S

Y & ;
Website & Email: _ deset/s oelviH Sown fn Cody < suerced s oR-g

TEHA  MARISIW S SCriodd « Credig Cotenses ﬁé.)cfzrzz«zi ?
Education: STUMrOh MECH ONNBL LS/ hleszme Comdy S Dy Zf c'z)az,”
4/

P e s Lacido Ay NEHIHRIB SYdghasn LANBIHEE ,4:;24, o>y
Occupation/Employer (of years in currently held elected office); /Y @4nIE#€ ~ MG, QeFIias s

. L
Seeen Agdon. Fldls (Lo, 2 NI Logfopscise o LAbafie el
I A e cei L Rhal LGty FIMTIIwy CION Bantit
Previous Offices, Campaigns and Community/Civic Tnvolversent; /eew2- VA age & e/ 6JM€“1J/&

Wonk o o~ /&@megé@w%’ﬁya&éﬁééb /Pay seal CoOmpulioy
Wi Brldnils Lodden Fior CaAmen Quiomes (fotvmey "endes g Wyis GSently)
Cf}m/wﬁ'gﬂ/ W manhae 57 G0 Toam « Breptiser Cinbss (o Pmdlby. Hemde..
Are you wiffing to be interviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Committee? YES & INO_ ZLeasbs 2
Have you completed requisite campaign finance filings? YESA NO___ Bheailys
(Phease note: Citigens Union can grant its “Proferred Candidate” and “Endorsed Candidate” rating only fo candidates  LAelefoe ot

we have interviewed. We will ;Wmﬁ rage for City Conneil) Gl
Signature of Candidate;/ // . Date:_7/ :(& Oi‘/

Citizens Union * 299 Broadway New York, NY 10007
phone 212-227-0342 + fax 212-227-0345 « citizens(@citizensunion.otg * www.citizensunion.org
Peter J.W. Sherwin, Chait ¢ Dick Dadey, Fxecutive Ditectot
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I. CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whether you support or
oppose each, You may elaborate in the space provided at the end or on additional paper.

YOTING AND ELECTIONS REFORM

1. What is your position with respect to allowing voters @ Oppose
who ate registered as independents to vote in party
primatieg? | M7~ Only oy QW& Sty
bl gf’ffalﬂ&k(/y ) )‘g'“mf’/? ff«ﬂ%

2. What is your position on passage of state legislation @ Oppose
that would allow referenda initiated by the City
Council and/or the public to appear on the ballot at
the same time as a referendum initiated by a charter
ission A60oi . or? . '
con}won g}(pomjfi‘b) il;ge Mayos Phts
3. What is your position on increasing the pay of @ Oppose
Election Day poll wortkers above the current $200
they are allotted per election event? .
altnect Mo Vedphk Sy Aedece TN
4. What is your position on restructuring New York’s Support Oppose

current board of elections model to eliminate political
patty responsibility for overall election administration
and replace it with a system that narrows political
party involvement to certification of candidate
petitions and the actual counting of votes?

5. What is your position on having an election Support @
administration system where there is a local elections
executive director appointed by the mayor upon
recommendation by a new board that is chosen by the
mayor and the city council?

hfomdment By T Mapen @ns Crby Catocd care Lt7Y Slibcal Ghporitis
CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM '

6. What is your position on implementing “war chest” Support Oppose
restrictions that would prohibit a candidate from
transferring funds raised in a previous election cycle
into a current campaign committee for a different
office?
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7. What is your position on aliowizgc;ampaign ﬁnanci/r;g Support @
? b/ dele’ & 4p¢ .
for ballot pn;posals. ;%— f/j’é 03/?2 %y'/{ Ao

WD - bt

77 - 7
ffe  rndorgd M They Cam Aide Th MY«

10.

11.

12.

13,

CITY COUNCII, REFORM S, T

(/e Loond

/L(,LL 75& //9/2%,2%8 ﬂ)l /% )
What is your position on allowing Council . d @ Oppose

committees to function mote independently of the

speaker than is presently the case?

a. Should committee staff be hired by and report to
committee chairs?

b. Should committee hearings and votes be
scheduled at the direction of the chairs?

¢. Should committees be able to issue subpoenas by
a vote of their members?

What is your position on:

a. limiting councilmembers’ ability to earn outside
income?

b. making the job of councilmember a full-titme
position?

c. eliminating or limiting stipends for committee
chairs and leadership positions?

What is your position on requiring that any future

increase in councilmember compensation not affect
those setving in the cuarrent term of the council and
only be applied prospectively to the following term?

What is your position on consolidating the current
City Council committee structure and reducing the
numbet of overall committees?

What is your position on term limits for elected
officials?

What is your position on modifying the City Charter
to tequire that changes to term limits may only be
approved by the voters?

6. %

- Oppose

Grppor”> Oppose

Suppott @

Support - Oppose

J

Oppose

Support Oppose

Oppose

Ul e C!.‘:(Zgﬁ’



14. What s your position on the tecent extension of term

limits for the city’s elected officials to thtee
consecutive fous-year terms? Please explain your
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Support Oppose

&)

Al

T suppand e Towms po o C18y Con almms
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POLICY ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE

Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whether you suppost or
oppose each, where applicable. Please also use the space provided below each question or
on a separate sheet of paper to elaborate on your positions on the questions which require a
detailed answet. You may also provide additional information on any actions that you have
taken or plan to take to advance your positions on these issues. '

15.

16.

17.

18.

Knowing that the police department and
comrmissioner retain ultimate authority for
determining whether an officer is guiltily and penalty,
what is your position on transferring power to the
Civilian Complaint Review Board to prosecute cases
of police misconduct, such as force, abuse of
authotity, discourtesy, and offensive language?

What is your position on changing the current land
use process under ULURP to increase the role of
cominunity-based planning?

What is your position regarding the creation of a
Charter Revision Commission to review specifically
the roles of the vatious offices of government and
how well government has functioned since the 1988
and 1989 charter review commissions?

What is your position on reforming the current
pension funding structure to create multiple tiers for
future city government employees?

@ Oppose

@ Oppose

@ Oppose
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a. In FY 2008-09, New York City spent $12 billion on pensions and fringe
benefits for City employees out of a total budget of $62 billion. What would

you do to address the growing pension costs borne by the city and New York

City tax payets? &
20 o N2l g The  Sfenslum Sne/ dire/

Lk 4 (o JW/C;?;J Ly Aoy e Y
THE  and Greas 4 luadle [Bal Awind lediq
(BY oy fa  ‘ox foges e Ho CrE

T

19. What is yout position with respect to the City Council fs}lppox Oppose
passing a resolution calling upon the State Legislature e
to establish a State Constitutional Convention?

a. If support, what are the thtee most important areas that need imptovement?

2
T T drr A By CABCT oI Secan Zfe‘;

st g e @y efind HE o Sl Pl T
(s - Ladlen S Serer, L T o&%(ﬂf b S~
%2/7%74%(/ Con %/?Dﬁm @/’ 0 leond ALl 5

. Lo gy St tror “" /1_.5.; s 5%‘,(" -
b. Do you believe that grea{gr ome rule should be granted to the City of New /g WMM{M
York? If so, in what ateas should further sovereigaty be given? Ceprties &Z,‘é
VEs.

QS hine eninrfle 1S Ko /W/eyﬂa Lhpitd Lo Gible /b
Say WS Shadd & Leizif gong on 8 ovn Ly Stint
Nt e Ll

@) _msre Con 7ol ven sy Fop Lulente (o7t
IV olve merd

20. "I'aking into considesation the lessons leatned from the debates surrounding congestion
pricing and the Ravitch Commission’s recommendations to provide the MTA with long-
term funding, what would you propose to address the MTA’s fiscal solvency issues and
ensure that the burden for funding the MTA is equitably distributed among all
stakeholders?

T an i g fe  endihe WP bpuchue
e b Dy Boddomn  and  fwge Condr Shdadsis
’ ﬂe/mz/ﬂ"& ,_ﬁjﬁ the’ j"re by JuTs q) Canly

e Fyre men® /ﬁ chsizes L 78 Lo fleyecs Then J5 o)
Ml /cd/(e on //@7 /W/)W et o D Pl b1/
e cott hadd HP Ke w  Tha /t«ycxu At
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21, What would you propose in terms of creating a greater role for the city council in
determining and deciding the city budger?

mﬁe/fw each C‘f@/"’cﬁ{iQMM/é' SRSy J&//E@f‘aﬁ
Ths Mgy wisd SugmS? 4y e C’Zf‘/‘?’“/o&léz/
4 % cww"’/ Harw_budsed 15
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pay down future health cost and pension obligatiotis, and the decision not to do so this
yeat?,

Wi My Clraen®  Lcangrit  Crpdds -
bte  goud fPscad e hd fhlfep
N A e
7h /@’V’%J as __sowy/  Ecomedn/c At

23, What is yout view of how the taxes paid by New Yorkers compare to the value that is
teceived in City services? Do you believe that taxes should be raised or lowered? To the
extent you believe taxes should be changed, please provide specific proposals about what
taxes you would raise and what services you would cut, if you didn’t raise taxes, listed in
order of greatest magnitude.

Lecase G Gerehite STrone  (hlomt o M Gty
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24. Many policy advocates champion the creation of a more diversified economy, and one that
is less reliant on Wall Street. What is your position on such a plan? If you support it, what
would you do to divessify the city’s economy? How would you adjust spending in New
York City to accommodate the anticipated reduction in tax revenue as the x base shifts

to lowet paying jobs? A4 o ZiZe. Ly Ao A o T s
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25. What would you propose the Depfittment of Education do to increase the ability for Ll go Ly

patrents and teachers to become mofe meaningfully involved in the education system? ahe’ Lo
What other positives changes can be made to the New York City public school system? ﬁ‘f(%c ’/@z(’
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26. What would you propose to increase the transparency of the Board of Electi yéﬂ o
City of New York’s operations and accountability to the city and its votets? /23 (/;//?&ﬁé‘ et
a2
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27. What would you propose to futthet enhance transparency regarding the relationships -
between council members, their families, and nonprofits that receive funding from New

Yotk City? Hhal Aecore fobe S
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Additional Comments:
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CANDIDATE ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

Citizens Union is adding a new element to its evaluation of candidates running for office. As a candidate who
presently does not hold elected office, CU is interested in knowing your top five campaign promises you are
making to the voters during this campaign for this position.

1f elected, Citizens Union will use these promises to evaluate your performance while in office, as well as, to
evaluate your candidacy in the future.

We thank you very much for your response. Please feel free to use additional paper if the space provided is
not sufficient.

TOP FIVE 2009 CAMPAIGN PROMISES
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