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TN
CITIZFNS UNION

OFTHE C'lT'[ OI' '\IEW YORK

2010 QUESTIONNAIRE FOR
CANDIDATES FOR NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE

Citizens Union would appreciate your response to the following questionnaire telated o policy issues facing
the State of New Yotk and out interest in refotming bow state goverament operates. Responses to these
quc-;ttons will be one of severml factors Citizens Union will use to evaluate candidates whe are running for
office in order to determine out “Prefersed Candidates” for the primary electon and “Endorsed Candidates”
for the genetal election. If you seek our suppott, we would zlso need to schedule an intesview with you as
patt of the evaluation process.

We plan to make tesponses to this questionnaire publie in our Voters Directoty and other appropriate venues.

We thank you very much for your response.

Candidate Name: Mark Pollasd Age: 47

Office to Whick You Seek (Re) Election: Senate Dastrict 18

Campaign Address: 248 Tompkins Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11216

Campaign Telephone Number: (646) 208 9847 Campaign Fax Numbecr: (718) 978 1305

Party Affiiation(s): Democrat  Campaign Manager Name: Jennifet Joseph

Website & Email: friendsofmarkpotlard@gmail.com / pollasdiaw(@ gmail com

Education: Statc BA, State University of New Yotk College at Purchase;

JD, State University of New Yotk at Buffalo Law School.

Occupation/Employer (ot yeats in cusrently held elected office):

Law Office of Matk Pollard, Criminal Defense ~ Trialg and Appeals;

Assistant Professor, Medgar Evers College, CUNY, School of Buginess;

Faculty Coordinator, Honor Society & Black Male Empowerment and Development Center
Previous Offices, Campaigos 2and Community/Civic Involvement:

Assistant District Attotney, Office of the Kings County District Attorney 1987-1989: Felony Narcotics
Prosccutor & Criminal Coutt Bureau Supetvisor;

Counsel, NYS Assembly & Assembly Black, Puerto Rican and Hispanic Caucus 1989;
Counsgel, NYS Senate 2003
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Member, Community Board 3

Past Chaioman, Brooklyn N.A.A.C.P. Criminal Justice Committee 2007

Member, Cornerstone Baptist Chutch

Member, Bedford Stuyvesant’s Community Safety Taskforce

New York Utban League, Directot of Summet Youth Employment Program 1933;
DC 37, Legal Setvices Buteau, law school intern — 1985 & 1986

Are you willing to be interviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Cominitree?  YES
{Please nate: Citizens Uninn can grant its "Preferred Candidute” and “Endpreed Qdpaidate” rating only to candidates we have inferviesd )
Have you completed requisite YES

Date: _{\\O\|\O

Signatute of Candidate:

1. CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Please state yous position on the following reform measures. Specify whethet you suppott or oppose each.
You may elabotate in the space ptovided at the end or on additional papet.
ELECTION REFORM

1. What is your position on establishing by statute an Independent Legislative
Redistricting Commission charged with drawing congressional and state
legislative lines and removing the tesponsibility from the Lepislature, through ~he
passage of 5.1614B/A.5279B ?

2. VWhat is your position on a process whete the legislature divectly appoints the
members of a districting commission, as in 5,7881-A or 8,7832-A, as an Oppose
altesnative to the independent commission referted to jn Question 1?

3. What is your position on maintaining the cutrent redistticting process in which
legislative lines are drawn by the legislators with support and research from th
New York State Task Force on Demographic Research and Reapportionment
(LATFOR)?

4. What is your position on the adoption of strictet redistricting rules that would
ensute that every district is: more equal in. population (within 1% deviation frcm
the mean), contiguous and compact, formed without regard for protecting an Support*
incumbent or political parly, mindful of the need to keep neighbothaods intact,
and not drawn to undermine racial, linguistic, and ethiic representation?

5. What is your position on restructuring the state Board of Elections and chang.ng
the administration of clections by amending the constitution to abolish the two- | Oppose*
patty system of governance and operation?

6. What is your position on making it easiet for candidates to appear on the ballot
by, fot example, loweting signature requirements and utilizing less burdensome Suppott
witness sighatute requiternents?

|

7. What is your position on amending the Municipal Home Rule law to limit the
ability of a mayor-appointed charter revision commission to “bump” other local | Suppott

2

|

|

|

Support

Oppose

charter amendments from appearing on the ballot?

8. What is your position on temoving prisonet populations fom the census counts
fot the putpose of redistricting and instead counting those populations in their Support®
Iast known place of residence?
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9. What is your position. on amending the constitution to allow for Election Day 8
AANORS upport
» Regpistration:

10. What is yout position on amending the constitution to allow for no-excuse Oppose*

absentee voting?
CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

11. What is yout position on lowering campaign contribution limits for legislative and Support
statewide candidates for public office? PP

12, What is your position on establishing a systemn of public financing for state Supportt

legistative and statewide races?

13, If you suppott public financing, what is yout position on a systen where publis
funds are awarded on a matching basis (similar in design and function to the New |Support
York City system) rather than a system of full public funding of campaigns?

14, What is your position on restricting campaign contributions {rom registered
lobbyists and those who do business with the state?

15, What is your position on baaning campaign contributions from corpotations,
LICs, and LI.Ps, while stil) allowing such entities to form sepatate PACs?

16, What is your position on limiting transfets from party comnuttees to candidates,
ot othet cominittees, to twice the limit set on individual cont-ibutots and limiting | Support
contributions to party committees to the same ceiling placed on candidates?

17. What is your position on increasing disclosure and reporting of campaign
conttibutions and expenditures by requiring candidates to include ful] name, home |Support
address, zod employer/business name for each contribution?

18. What is your position on requiring that two periodic campaign finance reports be

Support*

Support

filed during the legislative session to refleet contributions given during the Support
segsion?

19. What is your position on strcter tequiternents on the use of campaign Support
conttibutions for non-catmpaign related activity, such as personal use? PP

20. What is your, position on requiting disclosure of independent expenditure Support
campaigns?

ETHICS REFORM
21, What is your position on changing the representation of the Commission on Support

Public Integtity so no one elected official makes a majority of the appointments?
22. What is yout position on expanding the jutisdiction of the newly formed

Comumission on Public Integtity to include legislative ethics violations, lobbying Support

and campaign finance enforcement?

BUDGET REFORM _

23. What is your position on tequiring all budget documents, including hudget bills
and legislative additions, to be presented in a format that is orxganized into Support*
programmatic categories and facilitates public and legislative review?

24. What is your position on requitring the govetntor’s budget submission to presert
the full scope of the state’s financial obligations, including its public authorities?

25. What is your posjtion on establishing an independent, nonpartisan budget office to
provide revenue projections, display econotnic and policy anslysis and requite -hat |Suppoit
the state engage in long term, mult-year budget planning?

Support*
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26. What ia your position on the use of Generally Accepted Accounting Prnciples Support
{GAAP) rather than cash aceounting for the state budget?

27. What is your position on requiring regular reporting of lump-sum appropriations
and roember items that inchudes detailed information on funds distributed, Subport
recipients, and remaining funds and bans on member item appropriations to PP
otganizations of which a close telative of the Member is on the staff or board.”

28. What is your position on distributing member item allocations equally amongs: all

: . L ) ‘ Support

legislators and requiring for preater accountability as expressed in 8. 7007/A10116?

29. What is youy position ot incotporating the use of pc,xfozman«,e budgetmg and Support
outcome measurement to promote the imoge rational appropriation of state funds?

30. What is yout position on instituting a lates, stare date for the state fiscal year? Support

31, What is yous posidon on mandating the use of conference committees in the Support
legislative budget process? PP

ADDITIONAL REFORM,

32. Do you suppoit a system of selecting New York trial court judges through an
appointment process in which candidates are recommended by citizens Support
conunittees on the basis of merit?

33. Do you support further reform of the Wicks Law, which tequites New York Srate
govetnment entities to award separate prime contracts for the major components | Support
of a construction project?

Please use the space provided or a separate sheet of paper to elaborate on your positons on the above issues.
You may also provide additional information on any actions that you have taken oz plin to take to advanee
your positions on these issues.

4, What is your position on the adoption of stricter tedistricting rules that would ¢cnsure that every
district is: more equal in population (withit 1% deviation from the mean), contiguous and compact,
formed without regard for protecting an incumbent or political party, mindful of the need to keep
neighbothoods intact, and not drawn to undermine racial, linguistic, and ethnic xepresentation?

Suppott®  So Jong as priority was given (in actual practice and not just intewi) 1o kecping reighboshoods intact and the
upmiost of sensiinity given Io racial, othnic and langnage issues. Neighborkoods that hane been represented together and feopt whofe
throngh decades of significant change in NYC and NYS should be respected and provided every opporfunity fo maintain their
status as ‘one” community in the eyes of public officials — elected and appointed, As soon ar they are split into different legislative
distrects, for excamiple, differant treatment begins.

5. What is your position on testtuctuting the state Board of Elections and changing the
administration of elections by amending the constitution to abolish the two-party system of
governance and operation?

Qpposc*  While disrsputable events occur at e Board of Elections as result of political staffing, solutions to these very real
probiless should not invalve resoning political parties from what is an inbersntly political office. Untit larger changes addressing
the mile of legislative leaders, the heads of connty political organizations and ather power-brokors ars tackied, it may be better,
perhaps, to apen up the Board of Elections to all parties with ballor lines — allowing for more “factions” to pofive eact other.
While T wholeheartedly support reform of the Board of Elections, I am not sure that removing pn.&tam! parties from the operation,
alone, is the answer. :
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8. What is yout position on removing prisoner populations ftom the census counts for the purpose
of redistricting and instead counting those populations in their last known place of residence?

Support®  While New York is a vast state of many varied regions {1 do not subseribe to the ariffiial upsiate-donnstate
divide), all of which need and deserve enesgetiv support, the practice of artificially inflating county populations hased on prison
populatioins is an insulting ginmick whose time has conre. However, and T point this out in the larger contexct of supporting efforts
1o do away with this trickery, I wonld also support a carve-ont fo address prisoness terving life sentences or sentences which,
objectively measured as a certain length given the age of privoner, are gffectively lfe sentences. These “lyérs™ are nover refuriing 1o
their last kemown residense, they are staying where they are. As sueh, they should iw counted in the cousnty where their correctional
Jactlity is located, It is precisely this sort of compromise that may encourage the passage of legislation aidrersing the critival census
irsue.,

10.  What is your position on amending the constitution to allow for no-excuse absentee voting?

Oppose*  While ] enthusiastically swupport Election Day regictration in person, and with appropriate identifying docusents,

the poienttal for 11D fraud and frawdulent mass-mailings of absentee ballols is too greal to answer this guestion in the gffirmative
withor! Jurther detatls and safoguards disenssed. The fwo-step process eurrontly in place - first applicasion twith excuse and then a
ballor — may be ingfficient, but it docs tnsist on a level of ongagement with the process thal prevents mss-mailing block: votes that
conid swing a close clection.

14.  What is your position om restricting campaign conttibutions from registered lobbyists and
those who do business with the state?

Support*  Laobbyisic and those doing husiness with the state have way ton much control over priorines and business in Afbany.
Lant fully in favor of curtailing their influcnee by capping contribuitons and inereasing disclosnre and iqualizing how businesses,
corporations and labor unions are treated, However, there are community organizations and smaller social-serviee organizations,
Jfood-banks, chartiies and such, which use Board Mersbers and friends to petition government. Some sort of carve owt -~ that
distinguishes hetwesn large rporalions and vendors and swialler contsunity grouns — mqy be appropriate.

23. What is your position on tequiring all budget documents, including budget bills and legislative
additions, to be presented in a format that is otganized into programmatic categories and facilitates
public and legislative review?

Support™  While 1 suppost this common-sense and desperately needed reform, there are “mechanical” conserns that have 1o be
wonsidered: how agencies are funded and in what order these spending bills are pripared and voted on does matier. Swch issues
should be considered in advancing reforms. '

24, What is your position on requiring the governor’s budget submission to ptesent the full scope
of the state’s financial obligations, including its public authorities?

Support* 5o long ar these measures don’t implicate constitutional isswes surronnding state issname of debit and refersudum
reguiroments, which 15 why prblic authority spending and debl were crafled in the first place. Of cowrss I support this measuse,
but 1 wonld need fo be crafled very carefully.




87/19/2a818 16:22 17182614586 PAGE ©87/88

CAMPAIGN PROMISES MADE 10O VOTERS

As a candidate who presently does not hold elected office, CU is intetested in knowing your top five
campaign promises or goals yon are making to the voters during this campaign for this position.

If cleeted, Citizens Union will use these protises o1 goals fo evaluate your performance while in office, as
well as, to evaluate yous candidacy in the future.

We thank you very much for your response. Please feel free to use additional papet if the space provided is
not sufficient.

TOP FIVE 2010 CAMPAIGN PROMISHS OR GOALS

1. 5mall Businesses & Health Care: small businesses ate the engines of our cconomies and job cteators,
especially in minotity communities. Expaoding NYS Health Plus, for example, to better include smaller
businesses ~ those that employ ten to twenty employees — will be the cornerstone of our fiscal recovery,
Small businesses do not have the same needs s larger corporate employers, and ensuring they have a
protninent seat at the table where health cate reform convessations ate taking place is a crifical priority.
Small businesses want to provide generous health care for their employees; for those that don’t it’s
because of costs — that needs to get better,

2. Expanding Availability of Mental Health Cate: while discussions concetning mental health problems
and treatment options are mozc open and vigorous than ever before, thete ate Jarge segments of our
comnunities where both lag behind, Cultural and social stigmas ia ethojc and imigrant communities ate
keeping our neighboss in Hispanic, Asian, African-Ametican and West-Indian enclaves (and beyond)
from being able to get the treatments that would immeasurable itoprove the qualitr of their lives. I look
forward to working in the Senate to expand frank and open conversations around: depression; the root
causes of substance abuse; violence & domestic abuse; and eldercare mental health.

3. Good Govemnment Reform: Calendar Transpatency & Full Disclosure of Outside Income:
utilizing common-place, easily accessible and casy-to-use technology, T will keep my calendar of events,
meetings and Senate activities on-line. Aoy meeting 1 take, whether with a non-prefir, lobbyist ot
advocacy group, is a teeting I should be comfortable having all of Brooklyn and New Yotk State
knowing about. Similarly, full disclosure of sources and amounts of income received by legislators other
than their official salary should be fully disclosed so as to increas: and maintain the integrity of
governmental decision making,

4. Keeping A Shatp Eye On Atlantic Yards Development: from expanding and enforcing comtnunity
benefit agreements to mitigating distuption to local traffic 2nd commercial strips during construction, and
from leading musculat apprenticeship prograrns in the building trades to protecting committments made
to affordable housing, I will have staff in Brooklyn and in Albany dedicated to the Atlantic Yards
Development,
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5. A Second Chance Expungement Opportunity Pot 1" Time Non-Violent Offenders: 1% tinie non-
violent criminal offenders (especially those just beyond juvenilte years) should have the opportunity to
have their records cleansed, if a strict set of community-service, cducational and employment
requirements are met. I look forwatd to working with Bar Associntions, community groups and
prosecutors from throughout New York to advance this compassionate social justice reform.

Not included in the above, but of equal importance, are othet important issues such as:
Protecting and Expanding Iducational Opportunities for all of our prekK-12 stadents;
Generous funding of CUNY & SUNY colleges and universities;

Campaign finance reforms (addressed exteasively in the suppott/oppose section);

Maintaining a rcliable, affordable and preen energy supply, &

Public transportation concerns.

Please return to; Citizens Union, Local Candidates Committee
299 Broadway, Suite 700 New York, NY 10007
via fax to 212.227.0345 or via email to asghteno(icitizensunion.onz




