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CITI{ENS UNION

OF THE CITY OF NEVWY YORK

2010 QUESTIONNAIRE FOR
CANDIDATES FOR NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE

Cidizens Union would appreciate your response to the following questionnaixe rclated to policy issues facing
the State of New York and our interest in refoxming how state government operates. Responses to these
questions will be one of several factors Citizens Union will use to evaluate candidates who are running for
office in order 1o determine our “Preferted Candidates” for the primaty election and “Endorsed Candidates”
for the general clection. If you seck our support, we would also need to schedule an interview with you as
past of the evaluation process. o

We plen to make responses to this questionnaire public in our Voters Directory and other appropyiate venues,

We thank you very much for your response.

Candidate Name: fndre R. Soleil, Fsq. : Age: 42

Office to Which You Scek (Re) Elertion: Assembly/Senate District #: 50

Campajgu Address: 32 Court strees, Suite 1107, Brockiyn, Wy 11201

Campaign Telephone Numnber: (718) 522-0103 Rax: ( 718) 705-4387

Demoorat & Indepandense

[y

Paxty Affiliation(s)i_, smmeme—— Camnpaign Manager Name; kance Wilson

Wehsite & Email: www.andresoleil.org & friendsofsoleilégmail.com

Bducarion: B8, Psychology (bLagalle U.); MBA, Media Managmenh (MONY); JD {CUWY Scheol of Law)

Qccupation/Employer (ot yéars in currently held elected office): Lawyer/soleil & Company, P.C.

Previous Offices, Campaigns and Community/Civie Invelvement: (it _1983-85) wNiagaxs Falle Cowncil of

Arest (M §9-91j NWY¢ Communiby Doard 12; staff Bix,, NY Publio Interesi Research Group (1988-53);

Exec. Liaison, RYC City Hall {1993-94); Res't See'y Governor, NYS Executive Chamber (1334-958)

- Are you willing to be interviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Committee?  YES X NO
(Please note: Citlzens Union can grant its “Preoforred Candidate” and “Endorsed Candidats” rating only fo candidates s havs intervived)

Have you completed requisite campaign fi w /ES X NO
(Y
Signature of Caﬁdidatcjmfj @ Q{ Date; JVLY 19, 2010

»
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Please state your positon on the following xeform measuxes. Specify whether you support or oppose cach.
You may elaborate in the space provided at the end or on addidonal paper.

ELECTION REFORM

1.

What is your position on establishing by statute an Independent Legislative
Redistticting Commission charged with drawing congressional and state
legislative lines and removing the responsibilicy from the Legislature xdzoxgbobi
prisspeelfkisid Bk 00708 ?

Suppori@pposx

What is youx position on a process where the legislature directly appoints the
members of 2 distticting commission, as in 5.7881-A or $.7882-A, as an
alternative to the independeot conumission referted to in Queston 12

Gapprex{Oppose

What is your position on maintaining the current redistrictiog process in which
legisladve lines are drawn by the legislatozs with support and research from the

Mew York Srate Task Force on Demographic Research and Reapportonment
LATFOR)?

Buppor{Oppose

What is your position on the adoption of stricter redistricting rules that would
ensure that every district is: more equal io population (within 1% deviation from
the mean), contiguous and compact, formned without regard for protecting an
incumbent or political party, mindfil of the need to keep neighbothoods inracy,
and pot drawn to undermine recial, inguistic, and ethnic representation?

(SupporiA B

What is your position on restructuting the state Board of Elections 2nd changing
the administration of elections by amending the constitution to abolish the two-
patty system of governance and operation?

GSupportysRpomx

What is your position on making it easier for candidates to appeat on the ballot
by, for cxample, loweting sipnature requirernents and utilizing less burdensome
witniess signanite requisements?

GupportyXSgrEsK

What is yout position on amending the Municipal Home Rule law to limit the
ability of 2 mayor-appointed chatter revision commission to “bump” other local
charter amendments from appearing on the ballot?

SupporgABpoose

What js your position on removing prisoner populations from the census counts
for the putpose of redistricting and instead counting those populations in their
last known place of residepce?

SuppordMBpIEs

2.

What is your position on amending the constitution to allow for Election Day
Registration?

Suppord/ABpReRK

10.

What is yous positon on amending the consdrution to 2llow for no-excusc
absentee votng?

Support QP

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

1t.

What is your position on loweting campaign contribution limits for legislative and
statewide candidates for public office?

Snpgrave( Oppose)

12, What is yout position on establishiog a system of public ﬁnmcmg for state

legislative and statewide races? GBPPOA’M@W (L5

13, If you support public financiog, what is yout position on a system whese public
funds are awarded on a matching basts (similar in design and function to the New
York City system) rather than a system of full public funding of campaigns?

SupportyXPppriss
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14. What is your position on restricting campaign contrbutions from registered

lobbyists and those who do business with the state?

15.

Suppwnx{Opposc )

What is yout position on banning campaign contrbutions from cotpotations,
LLCs, and LLPs, while stll allowing such entities to form separate PACs?

Suppon Mg

16.

What is your position on limiting transfers from patty cornmittees to candidates,
o other committees, to twice the limit set on individual contributors and liriting
contibutions to party committees to the same ceiling placed on candidates?

17.

What is yout positon on incteasing disclosure and repotting of campaign
contributions and expenditutes by requiring candidates to include full name, home
address, and employes/business name for e2ch ¢contribution?

Support A8

Bupponx( Oppose)

18.

What js your position on requiting that two periodic campaign finance reports be
filed during the legislative session to reflect contdbutions given during the
session” :

19

SupportARsrsx

What is yout position on stricter requirements on the use of campajgn
contibutions for non-campaign related activity, such as personal use?

Support/ASHios

20.

What is your position on requiting disclosure of independent expeaditure
campaigns?

SupporE{ Oppose)

ETHICS REFORM

21.

What is your position on changing the representation of the Commission on
Public Integrity so 0o one elected official makes 2 majority of the appointments?

SupporRsustc

22,

What is your position on expanding the jutisdiction of the newly formed
Compussion on Public Integtity to include legislative ethics violations, lobbying
and campaign finance enforcement?

uppxser{ Oppose)

BUDGET REFORM

23,

What is your position on requining all budget documents, including budger bills
and legislative additions, to be pesented in a format that is organized into
programmatic categories and facilitates public and Jegislative review?

GuppornABppisx

24,

What Is your position on requiting the governor’s budget submission to present
the full scope of the state’s financial obligations, including irs public authotities?

25,

(Support)ﬁ@p;kmx

What is your positon on esteblishing an independent, nonpattisan budget office to
provide tevenue projections, display economic and policy analysis and requite that
the statc engage in long tegm, multi-year budget planning?

26,

Supporty BB

What is your position on the use of Generally Accepted Accounting Priniciples
(GAAP) rather than cash accounting for the state budget?

27.

SupportAResrusr

What is your position on requiring regulay reporting of lump-sum appropriations
and meraber items that includes detailed information on funds distrbuted,
recipients, and remaining funds and bans on membey itet appropriations to
organizations of which a close relative of the Member is on the staff or board.?

28.

ot

Support s

What is yout position on distributing member item allocations equally amongst 2ll
Jegislators and requiring for greater accounmbility as expressed in S, 7007/A10116?

29.

Suppor BB

What is your position on incorporating the use of performance budgeting and
outcome measugement to promote the more rational appropriation of state funds?

SupportyBpypsarex

30. What is your position on instituting a Jater start date for the state fiscal yeat?

Supgxax(Oppose )

31,

What is your position on mandating the use of conference committees in the
legislative budget process?

SupporyADpprssex
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ADDITIONAL REFORM

32. Do you support a system of selecting New Yotk trial court judges through an
appointiment process in which candidates ate recommended by citizens SupporsBppasx
committees on the basis of merit?

33. Do you support further reform of the Wicks Law, which requires New Yok State

government entities to award scparatc prime conteacts for the major cotnportents g (0 )
. . HEEOHE, os5e
of 2 construction project? PP

Please use the space provided of 2 separate sheet of paper to elaborate on your positions on the above issues.
You mey also provide additional information on any actions that you have taken or plan to take to advance
your positions on these issues.

appointed by the various gounties’' executives, or the Governor, on the advive and consent of the

relevant legislaturea/Seaate for 7 yr. terma. 7These ¢omissioners would be subject 2o jndicial

sthice and serve individually as A.L.J.s for nop-oximinal/non-fraud elaction matters, appsllabe

Y PR 13" -§: =)s pPYane
griminal or frand election makters would originate with the Supreme Court.
- ing shounld be ahla o " n.a walid ocitdigente indtiative. ny law passed by

citizen's initiative or referepdum should be amendable only by ancther citizen's initiative,

referendun or a super-majority vote of the relevant legislature (subject to executive veto

without override). The state qonstifution should be amended to provide for statewide initiatives.

32, ¥¥'s trial judges should be appointéd by the exeoutive and ratified for life by the relevant
legislatures. Vacancies should otcur by either resignation, legiglative impeachment, felony

convichion, & satizen revall by elective petition.
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CAMPAIGN PROMISES MADE TO VOTERS

As 1 candidate who presently does not hold elected office, CU is interested in knowing your top five
campaign promises ot goals you ate making to the voters during this campaign for this position.

If elected, Citizens Union will use these promises or goals to evaluate your pecformance while in office, as
well as, to evaluate your candidacy in the future.

We thaok you very much for your response. Please feel free to use additional paper if the space provided is
not sufficient.

TOP FIVE 2010 CAMPAIGN PROMISES OR GOALS

i. Reform the Siate hesembly TLegislanive Process

2. Erpover Parents to Tmprove Public Education

3. Create "Cata n naine for jobs and growth in NY¥'s poovest arems.

4. Reform prison health to halt the influx of HIV and Hep infections pouring inte our communities.

Reduoe NYS' dependence on oil & ccal, and create an engine for growth in alt., renewable and

private enexgy production,
Please retgm 10: Citizens Union, Local Candidates Committee

299 Broadway, Suite 700 New Yoik, NV 10007
via fax 1o 212.227.0345 or via email to ggenteno@citizensunion.ore




