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Crrizens uNnioN

QF TR CITY O NEW YORK

2010 QUESTIONNAIRE FOR
CANDIDATES FOR NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE

Citizens Union would appteciate your tesponse to the following questionnaire related to policy issues facing
the State of New Yotk and our interest in reforming how state governinent operates. Responses (o these
questions will be one of several factors Citizens Union will use to evaluate candidates who are running for
office in order to determine our “Preferred Candidates” for the primaty election and “Endorsed Candidates”
for the genesa! election. If you seek our suppott, we would also need to schedule an intetview with you as
part of the evaluation process.

We plan to make responses to this questionnsire public in our Votets Ditectory and other apptoptiate venues,

We thank you very much for your response,
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Candidate Name: __Donna Marie Caltabiano Ager __ 56

Office to Which You Seek (Re) Election: Assembly District #: 38

Campaign Address: _71-20 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale N'Y 11385

Campaign Telephone Number: (917) _951-1750 Fax: (718) _849-2129

Patty Affiliation(s): Republican

Website & Email Donnaforassembly.com Donnaforassembly@gmail.com

Education: _BA Queens College _ Gtaduate Level Coutses—Queens College in Urban Studies__
Occupation/Bmployer (or years in currently held elected office): Executive Director, Forest Park Senjor
Citizens Center, 1994- present

Campaign Manager Natme: ___ Brian Caltabiano

Previous Offices, Campaigns and Community/Civic Involvement: Candidate for Assembly 38 Special
election 2009; Republican State Committee women 38 AD 2008-presentCommunity School Board 27
Member, elected 1993, 1996, 1999; Community Planning Board 9Q 1988-2004; Southwest Queens
Educational Alliance, Past President; Kiwanis Club of Woodhaven 1995-2003; Past PA/PTAs President PS
64, MS 210; Ametican Legion 118 Ladies Auxiliary 1994-present

Ate you willing to be interviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Committee? YES __X_. NO
(Please note: Citizans Union oan gromg it~ Preforred Candidats” and ‘Endorsed Candidate” rating only o candidates we have inservitwed)
Have you completed tequisi paign fingset flings? YES X NO

Signature of Candidate: 2 { Date: (") A9:(P
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I. CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Please state your position on the following reform measutes, Specify whethet you suppott ot appose each.
You may elaborate in the space provided at the end or on additional paper.

ELECTION REFORM

1.

-83

What is your position on establishing by statute an Independent Legislative
Redistricting Comnission charged with drawing congressional and state
legislative lines and removing the responsibility from the Legislature, through the
passage of 5,.1614B/A.5279B ?

Support

What is yout position on a process whete the legislature directly appoints the
metnbers of a districting commission, as in $.7881-A ot 5.7882-A, as an
altetnative to the independent commission referred to in Question 17

Oppose

What is your position on maintaining the cusrent redistricting process in which
legislative lines are drawn by the Jegislators with suppott and research fromm the
New York State Task Fotce on Demogtaphic Research and Reappottionment
(LATEOR)?

Oppose

What is yout position on the adoption of stricter redistricting rules that would
ensute that evety disttict is: more equal in population (within 1% deviation from
the mean), contiguous and compact, formed without regard for protecting an
incumbent or political party, mindful of the need to keep neighborhoads intact,
end not drawn to undermine racial, linguistic, and ethnic teptesentation?

Support

What is your position on restructuring the state Board of Elections and changing
the administration of elections by amending the constitution to abolish the two-
party system of governance and operation?

Support

What is your position on making it easier for candidates to appear on the ballot
by, for example, lowering signature requirements and utilizing less burdensome
withess signature requitements?

Suppott

What is your position on amending the Municipal Home Rule law to limit the
ability of a mayor-appointed chaster revision: commission to “bump” other local
charter amendments from appeating on the ballot?

Suppott

What is your position on temoving prisoner populations from the census counts
for the purpose of redistricting and instead counting those populations in thei
last known place of residence?

Support

What is your position on amending the constirution to allow for Election Day
Registration?

Undecided--See
helow

10.

What is your position on amending the constitution to allow for no-excuse
ahsentee voting?

Suppott

CAMPATIGN FINANCE REFORM

11. What is your position on loweritiy campaign contribution limits for legislative and

statewlde candidates for public office?

Undecided—see
below

12. What is your position on establishing 2 system of public financing for state
legislative and statewide taces?

Suppott
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13. If you support public financing, what is your position o a system where public
funds ate awatded on a matching basis (similar in design and function to the New
York City system) rather than a system of full public funding of campaigns?

Support

14, What is your position on restricting campaign contributions from registered
lobbyists and those who do business with the state?

Suppozt

15. What is your position on banning campaign contributions from cotposations,
LLCs, anid LLPs, while still allowing such entities to form sepatate PACs?

Oppose

16. What is your position on limiting transfers from patty committees to candidates,
or other committees, to twice the limit set on individual contributors and limiting
conttibutions to party committees to the same ceiling placed on candidates?

Support

17. What is your position on increasing disclosure and reporting of campaign
contributions and expenditutes by requiring candidates to include full name, home
address, and employer/business name for each conttibution?

Suppost

18. What is your position on requiting that two periodic campaign finance reports be
filed during the legislative session to reflect contributions given during the
session?

Support

19, What is your paosition on stricter tequirements on the use of campaign
contributions for non-campaign related activity, such as personal use?

Support

20. What is your position on tequiring disclosure of independent expenditure
campaigns?

Suppott

ETHICS REFORM

21, What is your position on changing the representation of the Commission on
Public Infegrity so no one elected official makes a majotity of the appointments?

Support

22, What is your position on expanding the jurisdiction of the newly formed
Commission on Public Integtity to include legislative ethics violations, lobbying
and campaign finance enforcement?

Support

BUDGET REFORM

23. What is your position on requiting all budget docunents, including budget bills
and legislative additions, to be presented in a format that is organized into
programmatic categories and facilitates public and legislative review?

Support

24, What is your position on requiting the governor’s budget submission to present
the full scope of the state’s financial obligations, including its public authotities?

Support

25. What s your position on establishing an independent, nonpartisan budget office to
provide tevenue projections, display economic and policy analysis and require that
the state engage in long tetm, tmulti-year budget planning?

Suppott

26. What is your position on the use of Generally Accepted Accounting Principles
(GAAP) rather than cash accounting for the state budget?

Support

27, What is yout position on requiring regulat teporting of lump-sum appropriations
and member items that includes detailed information on funds distributed,
recipients, and remaining funds and bans on member item appropriations to
organizations of which a close relative of the Member is on the staff or board?

Suppott

28, What is your position on distributing member item allocations equally amotgst all
legislators and requiring for greater accountability as expressed in S, 7007/A10116?

Support

29. What is your position on incotporating the use of performance budgeting and
__outcome measurement to ptomote the more rational approptistion of state fundsp

Support
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30. What is yout position on instituting a [ater start date for the state fiscal yeat? Undecided--see
below

31. What is your position on mandating the use of conference committess in the
legislative budget processy
ADDITIONAL REFORM

Support

32. Do you support a system of selecting New York trial court judges through an
appointment process in which candidates ate recommended by citizens Support
cominittees ont the basis of merit?

33, Do you suppott fusther teform of the Wicks Law, which tequites New Yotk State
governiment entities to award separate prime contracts for the major components | Support
of a construction project?

Please use the space provided or a separate sheet of papet to elaborate on your positions on the above issues.
You may also provide additional information on any acrions that you have taken ot plan to take to advance
your positions on these issues.

I am a strong supporter of reasonable tesm limits and changing the length of the terms, A People’s
Convention should be ealled to ovethaul the election system, redistricting, vacancies, etc. When the
legislatute begins in January their first priotity should be to statt the budget process, Cutrently they spend
only 32 days in Albany from January 1 to April 1. No wosnder the budget is late] The process should be open
and all inclusive—not just the majority leaders in a room.

While statistics have shown that states with Election Day Registration show an ifctease of 10-12
percent, my concern s who will perform the registration and will there be safeguards in place to assute that
every person who votes is entitled to vote. Some states have had success with Voter Registration and carly
voting at Board of Election sites that are done together but at least one day ptiot to Election Day, 1would be
willing to explore this concept as long as the privilege of voting is held high.

As far as changing the state’s fiscal year to a later date, I am concerned about the timeliness of local
sntities i.e, the Clty of New York’s ability to pass their budget on time when much of it depends on state
tevenues,

Having run in a special election this past September, I am fully in agreement that there needs to be
teforms in place to level the playing field. Campaigns need finances to get their message out to the voters. So
to just Hmit the contribution levels without any means of suppott would not be helpful. Studies need to be
done on the success ot failure of the current city campaign finance regulations. Have they helped candidates
who or special interest groups? And is it worth our tax dollars?
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CAMPAIGN PROMISES MADE TO VOTERS

As a candlidate who presently does not hold elected office, CU is interested in knowing yout top five
campaign promises or goals you ate making to the voters during this campaign for this position.

If elected, Citizens Union will use these protmises of goals to evaluate your petformance whils in office, a3
well a3, to evaluate your candidacy in the future.

We thank yon very much for your response. Please feel fres to use additional paper if the space provided is
not sufficient.

TOP FIVE 2010 CAMPAIGN PROMISES OR GOALS
1. __ Reform the cuttent length and limit the terms of Albany legislators.
2, Demand Bthics Reform and mote teansparency of out State Officials
3, ___ Cutwasteful spending before implementing iew taxes. Bring back jobs to NY.
4. __ Teform the current election system so that it is fair and consistent and arbitrary.

5. __ Make Albany work and tepresent us—-not make us work for them to live

Please retuen to; Cltizens Union, Local Candidates Committee
299 Broadway, Suite 700 New York, NY 10007
via fax to 212.227.0345 or via email to asenteno@@citizensunion,otg
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