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2010 QUESTIONNATIRE FOR
CANDIDATIES FOR NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE

Citizens Unton would appreciate your respense to the following questtonnaire relared to policy issues facing
fhe State af New York and out intetest in reforming how state poveenment operates, Responses to these
questions will be one of several factors Citizens Undon will nse to evaluate candidates who are mnning for
office in otder to determine our “Preferred Candidates™ for the primaty clection and “Tindotsed Candidates™
for the general cleetion. I you seek our support, we would alsa need to schedule an intetview with you as
pact of the evaluation process.

We plm to make fesponses to thus questonnaite public n our Voters Diteceoty and other appropriare venus,

We thank yon very much for your response,

L.andidare Nane: Micah 7. Kellner ﬂgu: sy |

Office to Which You Seek (Re) Election: Assembly Distiict #: 65

Carnpaign Address: 217 East 85" Strect #117, New Yotl, NY 10028

Campnign Telephone Number: (646) 450-7835  Fax: N/A I

Party Affiliation(s): Democtat, Working Families Cﬂmpnign Manager Name: Paul _Cu_ttis

Website & Etnail: wiww.micabkellnee.com; micahkelinerny@gmail.com
Rdueation: B.F.A., 2001, New Yotk University

Occuparion/Employet (or years in currently hld clected office): Have held urrent office since 2007

Previous Offices, Campaigns and Community/Civie Tnvolvement: Aide to Representative Carolyn
Maloncy, Comptroller Bill Thompson, and Senator Chuck Sehumer; advocate for the rights of
people with disabilities and LGRT families.

Are you willing to be intervicwed by CU’s Loeal Candidates Committeer  YESX

(Pinzar nover Citivens Union con grant s "Profiyred Candidate” and “Flpoormed Canddidate™ rating ouly to sawdidates we hove infervivived)
Have you complctcd rcquisitc campaign finance ﬁlings? YESX

Signature of Candidatc; M %’-—' Date: /:12(!'5:&9




CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Ploasc state your T;f;«uuon o the fo“owlng reforin mensares, qlaca:rl'y whether ymt suppntk or nppose each.

You may elaliotuie in the space provided at the end or on addifonal papet,

ELECTION REFORM

1. What is your position on establishing by statute an Tndepeadent I cgnlauvc-.

'ﬂ.cdﬂlﬂctms C omvinnion el snd ity c'ltmmng ﬁnngmcmnnﬂ and state
legislative Jines and removing the responsibility | from the chﬂhmrc through the
passage of S 1614B/A 5279 7 .

Support

2. What is your position on a process where the legislature directly appoints the
members of a distticting commission, as in 8.7881-A or 8.7882-A, as an
alernarive 1o die 1'1|L1:;l_|u1|dn_:11L \.U_lulu':gninn coforred to Qucatic:ﬂ 12

Oppose

3. What is your position on maintnining the cutrent redistricting proeess in which
legislative lines are deawn by the legislatots with support and reseateh from the
New Yotk State Task Force on Demogaphte Research 'mcl Reapportionment
{LATFOR)?

Of:posn

4. %What 13 your position on the adeption of stricrer redisericdig culey thu would
erisute that every district is more equal in population (within 1% devintion from
the mean), contiguons and compact, formed without regard for protecting an
incambent ot political pazty, mindful of the nced to keep neighbothoods intact,
and not deawn to undermine racial, linguistic, and ethnie representation?

Support

5. What s yout position on testmemring the state Soard of Lileckons and changing
the administeation of eleetions by amending the constitution to abolish' the twa-
party system of governance and operation?

Support

6. What is your position on making it easier for candidares to appeat on 1hc ballot
by, for exatmple, lowering signatute requirements and ndlizing less burdensoine
witness signatare requircments?

Support

7. What is yout position on amending the Mummp‘tl Home Rule law to limit the
ahility of a mayor-sppointed chartet revision commission to “bump” other Tercal
chattet amendments from ﬂppcqrmg on the ballor?

Support

8. What s yout position on remaving prisoner populations from the census counts
tot the purpose ot redistrictng and thatead coundng those populadons in rtheir

laat known place of residencer

Suppoti

9. What is your position on amending the constitution to allow for Election Day
Registrationr

Support

10, What is your position on amending the constituidon to allow for no-cxcuse

-i’llJﬁC—ﬂll}L TOLi.I'I.ﬁ'I‘

Support

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

11, What is your position on loweting campaign contribution limits for legislative and
statewide candidates for public office?

Suppott

1Z. What 18.}'{)111(‘ Pnsil?'[un o estallivhings a spsicin ol puldie [‘inmlcjng for atate
legislative and statewide races?

Support

13, Tf you support public financing, whit is your position on a system where public
funds ate awarded on a matching basis (similar in design and function to the New

Peefer full public
funding

Yotk City system) rathet than a aystem of Rull publie Rinding of campaigns?




14, What ts your position on restricting campaign conttibutions from registered
lnbbyists and those who do business with the state?

Suppott

15. What is your position on banning eammpnign coatributions frem corporations,
LLCs, and LLPs, while still allowing such entities to fotm separate PAGs?

Support

16, What is your position on lmiting transfers from party committees to eandidates,
or ather committees, to twice the limit set on individual contributons and limiting
contributions to patty commitiees to the same eeiling placed on candidates?

Support

17. Whit is ypour posidon cuinvieasing discloavce and repotting of eampaign
contributions and expenditutes by requiring candidates to include full name, home
address, and employer/business name for each contribution?

Support

18, What is your position on requiring that two periodic campaign finance repots be
filed during the legislative session to teflect contributions given during the
sesglond

Support

19. What Is your position on strictet reguitements on the use of campaign
contribmtions for non-campaign telated activity, such as personal use?

Support

20. What is your position on requiring disclosure of independent expenditure
campaigns?

Support

ETHICS REFORM

21. Yhar is your position on changing the representation of thé Commission on
Publie Integrity so no one elected official makes a majority of the appointments?

Support

22, What is your position on expanding the jurisdiction of the newly formed
Commission on Public Integnty to mnclude legisiative ethics violatinns, 1obbying

and campaign fnance enforcement?

upapeatl

BUDGET REFORM

"23. What is your position on requiring all budget documents, including budget bills
and leglslacve additlons, 1o be pl.‘k::'pl.:uu:l_l en fonat duad ds r_uganizcc‘l into
pogrammatic crtogoties and facilitates public and legislative review?

Eupport

24, What i your position on requiting the governot’s budger submission to present
the full scope of the state’s financial oblipations, including its public authorites?

Support

25, What is your position on establishing an independent, nonpattisan budget office to
provide revenue projecitons, display cconomic aud polivy avalysis wnd wequiie tha

the state engage in long term, multi-yeat budget planning?

Sul&pott

26. What is your position on the use of Generally Accepted Aceonmting Principles
(GAAP) rather than cash acconnting for the stare budget?

Support

27. What is your position on requiting regalat reporting of lump-sum appropriations
and metvlcs itama that incladen detailad information on funda dictributad,
tecipients, and remaining funds and bans on membet item appropriations to
organizations of which a close relative of the Member is on the staff of board?

Suppott

28, What is your position an distributing tnember irem allocations equally smongatall -
legislators and requiting for preater accountability as expressed in 8 7007/A101167

Support

Z9. What s yout posldon on neorpormtng the use of prrfornance budgeig
outcoine measutemeit 1o promote the mote rational appropriation of state funds?

Support

30, What is your position on instituting 2 later start date fot: the state facal yeart

Suppart

31. What is your position on mandating the vse of conference comimittees in the
legistative Ludpet process?

Suppott




ADDITIONAL REFORM

32. Do you support 1 system of selecting New York trial coutt judges through an

appointment process in which candidates ate recominended by citizens Oppose
committees on the basis of meritp

33. De you suppert further taform of the Wicks Law, which requires New York State

government entities to award separate prime contracts for the major components Support
of a construction project? |

¢

Please use the spaee pmvidcd ot A sepatate gheet anﬂpct to claborate on your pnsitions on the above tasues.
You may alse provide additional information of any actions that you have taken or plan to take to advance
your positions on these issues.

T have introduced a number of major cefotm bills, including:

The Public Corruprion Prevention and Enforcement Act (A, 10942-A /5. 7707-A): Swrengthens

state ethics and anti-cortupiion laws by creating a defined duty of faithtal public service, ncreasing
penalties for schetmes to defrand the government, strengthens publie bribery and statutes and financial
disclosure r-f:quirc:mcnts. and reforms the member item process;

The Open New York Act (A, 10335/5, 7764): Requites state agoncies to make all public records
available on the intetnet, according to the principles of open data: in real Bme, without any fees,
Jicense ot registrakion requirements, ot restrictions on use;

Legislation to create a New Yotk State Civilian Cemplaint Review Board (A. 10618), bascd on the
NYC CCRB but with additinnal reforma incorpotated, with the autherity to investigate complunts
ahout police and peace officers cmployed by New York State agencics, public authosities, and r;ublic
benefit corporations;

The Improper Pavments Reporting flmd Reduction Act (A, 11470-A /8. 8122-A): Requires state
agencies to report on improper payments and implement progedures to reduce this wastc of LaRpAYEL
dollars;

T egislation creating a Governor's Questions Hour {A. 11207/5. 7938): Requires the Governor to
come betore the legislature nnce each moath during the legislative session to publicly answer

questions regarding the divection, financial status, and general governance of the state,

I am also & spansar of the Clean Money Clean Elections bill, to remove the nepative influence of money on

ot elections, and A, 5279 B, to create an independent redistricting commission. Additionally, T was onc of

the first sipners of the Pledge for Change sponsored by Citizens Union and other good government proups,

and joined the arganizations for a press conference to publicize the Pledge.




CAMPATGN PROMISES MADE TO VOTERS (PAST and CURRENT)

Tn addition to evaluating theis stances on the issues above, Citizens Union will assess inenmbents on how well
they kept the promises they made to voters duting the previous clection.

A.'\‘ an L‘.I{_'L_,l.ud Ufﬂbldl '\Vlll_'.' ]ﬂ :\C.C.ki.n.g J.'G‘(—lc—cti.@n,
a. what were the top five promises ot gols you made to your eonstituents whea you ran for your

encrent seat and what progress has been made in keeping those promises, and
b, what are the top five promises or goals you are making to the voters during this camipaign?

We thanlc yon very much for yous response, Please foel free te wse additional paper, if the space provided is
nat sufficient. :

TOF FIVE CAMPAIGN PROMISES OR GOALS FROM 2008 AND ACTION ON THEM
PLEASE SEE ATTACHED SHEET
TOP FIVE 2010 CAMPAIGN PROMISES OR GOALS

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED SHEET

Please return to: Citizens Union, Local Candidates Committee
299 Broadway, Suite 700 New York, NY 10007
via fax to 212.227.0345 or via email to asentenp{@citizensunion.otg



TOP FIVE CAMPAIGN PROMISES OR GOALS FROM 2008 AND ACTION ON
THEM

1. Public Avthorities Reform: Nobody knows better than I do how public authorities in
New York State can literally ast as an unelected shadow government. 1 represent
Roosevelt Island, where the Roosevelt Tsland Operating Corporalion (RIGC) acts 45 the
unelected local government for the island’s 12,000 residents, Upaon electton |
immediately engaged Governor Spitzer (and since then have worked with Governor
Paterson) in reforming how RIOC was set up, and Thave been successful in getting them
to appoint members Lo the RIOC Board of Directors who were actually voted upon by the
residents of Roosevelt [sland, giving residents a say in their own governanee (or the first
time. This year, T passed a bitl (which lias now gong w e Juverner’s desk) that would
further these reform efforts by creating a more open public proccss in how the
community is governed and giving igland residents a voiee in choosing the RIOC
President. While this is not an ultimate solution, it is a major step toward making RIOC
Lruly responsive and accountable to the community,

2, Creating a new elementary school: One of my bhiggest promises upon getting clected
was to create a new elementary school for a zone that did not have one. I was proud not
only to have helped create this school, but also of the process that made this possible, We
engaged the New York City Department of Education in such a way that the community
and parents had a role in choosing the principle, curriculum, and cven the location of the
achicol. This openness allowed stakeholders to truly feel invested in the success of the
school - creating a better outcome.

3, T have been and continue to be a strong supporter of campaign finance reform, co-
sponsoring and advacaling for the Clean Money Clean Fections bill, which will resiare
our democralic principles and remove the negative niluence of large campaign denarlons
from our elections. This will finally break the eycle of dependence on large donors and
mean that money will na longer be more important than votes.

4. Our hopelessly gerrymandered Senate and Agsembly districts are physical proof of

lww Jemosracy is distorted by partiaon gamesmenship, Tam o oponsor of A, 5270R,
which will take politics out of the redistricting process, Unforfunately, neither this bill
nor the Clean Money Clean Elections bill have passed, but T will centinuc to advocate for
these important solutions Lo fix our political process.

& When T firsf ran far nMFiee, T pledged to my constituents that T would never lake a lulu.
T have fulfilled that promise and, as long as T am in office, T will stick to that pledge.



TOP FIVE 2010 CAMPAIGN PROMISES OR GOALS

1. Reforming the Legislative Process: Too much of the Assembly’s public business is
eonducted behind elosad doors. While some of the Agsembly’s documents and records
are posted online, i docs not give a complete piclure of what is cccurring in “the
People’s Howse,” There is little information readily avalable to the public about which
lolsliyisis are fighting to pass or kill what legislation, or about what goes on duting the
committce meetings that are a crucial part of the legislative process. Ibelicve that New
VYotkers are entitled to know what is happening in their statc legislature. For this reason, 1
am introducing & Rules resalution that will require the Assembly to dramatically improve
{5 wamnsparcucy by puttiug wouds wlall fls work online, My reaclution will require theas
Tolbyist memoranda be published on the Assembly’s website as well so we can all see
who s arguing for or against any particular piece of lepislation and wihat their reasons
are. My proposal also requires the Assembly to post committes mesting notices,
agendas, transcripts, minutes, recordings, and altendance and voting records for all to sec.
Thaee astiang will alinw Near Vnrlore ta gee and hear hosy their Assembly Members are
representing them. This opens up the Assembly’s legislative process, frenm beginning to
end, for public scrutiny.

2. Streamlining Government: New York's Freedom of Information Law (POIL)
established that povernment is the people’s business and that the public should have
agcess to its records. In the intemet age, freedom of information is meaningless If people
don®t have access to that informaticn line, and in a format that allows for its use. 1
have authored legislation (A.10335) to require the disclosure of New York State’s public
records on the internet—meking vital information aboul public healih, safety,
transportation, and much more available for New Yorkers on their laplops, desktops, and
mobile phones. ‘The Open New York Act will revolutiontze the relattonsiip between
New Yorkers and state government, requiring all slate ageneies to make their records
available through a central websiie—wherc the data can be used by activists, journalists,
edueatars, entreprencurs, and others to creaté a host of applications useful in cveryday
life. The legislation establishes a timetable for agencies to put their existing public

- reeonrds emling, and mondateo that all newly crented records be publiahed on the internet
beginning on January 3, 2011, Developed in accordance with the principles of open data
laid out by open government advoeates, Lhe bill specifics that the information must be
complete, acecssible, timely, and available without any fees or licensing restrictions.

Additianally, T introduced the Improper Pavments Reporting and Reduction Aot (A,
11470-A) which will foree government agencics to beiter account for iax dollars—
estimating how much moncy 1s lost to impraper paymenis and publishing annual reports
onwaste. And for the first time, government agencizs wili be required to disclosc what
efforts they are taking to stop improper payments,

3, Restoring Faith in Public Officials: Tam the sponsor of the Public Corruption
Prevention and Enforcement Act (A, 10942}, a wide-ranging reform of stale ethics laws,
which enacts a duty of faithful public service, punishes corrupt schemes to defraud the



governmeni, roforms eriminal bribery statutes, enhances financial disciosure fore state
oificiats, reforms the member jtem process, and strengthens campaign finance rules,

4. Reforming our clections: As stated abave, [ co-sponsor Iegislation to create an
independent redistricting commission and to bring a Clean Money Clean Elections
system to New York Statc. 1 will continue to advoeate for the passage of these bills.

5, Reforming RTOC: 1 will continue working to make the Rooscvelt Island Opcrating
Corporation more accountable and responsive to the residents of Roosevelt Island,
expanding on the principle that the community most affected by the deelsions of this
public autherity should have 2 much greater say in how thosc decisions are madc.



