








Citizens Union Questionnaire 
Paul Niehaus – 73rd A.D. 

 
 
Election Reform 
 
 The single greatest cause of Albany’s dysfunction is the ease with which 
incumbents are re-elected.  Legislators with ultra-safe seats spend little time on 
either constituent services or state-wide issues.  Instead, they channel funds to 
favored interests and worry only about increasing their own power.  Uncontested 
and weakly contested elections lead to a sense of entitlement, which leads to the 
ethical scandals that have become all too common. 
 
 Any election reform should open the door to more candidates, encourage the 
involvement of the electorate, prohibit gerrymandered “safe” districts, and force 
incumbents to engage in a debate, explaining their positions and their votes.  Only 
then can our state’s democracy be said to be truly representative.   
 
Campaign Finance Reform 
 
 The problem with our campaign finance system is not money itself, but the 
influence that money can sometimes buy.  To further the goal of reducing the 
influence of any one contribution, campaign finance reform should rest on the three 
planks of lower contribution limits, greater disclosure, and eliminating certain 
classes of contributions. 
 
Budget Reform 
 
 Albany’s byzantine budget process prevents citizens – and even conscientious 
legislators – from fully understanding how the state spends taxpayer money, and 
from making the hard choices necessary to control spending.  This year’s circus has 
simply highlighted the need for significant budget process reform. 
 
 However, one item that should not be reformed is member item allocations.  
They should be eliminated entirely.  There is absolutely no justification for 
providing legislators with a pork barrel budget that at best amounts to incumbent 
campaign funds, and at worst amounts to straight out bribery.  Any truly worthy 
projects funded by member items should be subject to the normal legislative and 
budgeting process. 
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