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CITIZENS UNION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
NEW YORK CITY MAYOR
ELECTION 2013

Citizens Union would appreciate your response to the following policy questions facing the
City of New York and its residents that are of concern to Citizens Union, We plan to make
public your responses to this questionnaire in our Voters Directory, on our website, and in
other appropriate venues. Responses to these questions will be one of several factors
Citizens Union will use to evaluate candidates who are running for office in order to
determine our “Preferred Candidates” for the primary election and “Endorsed Candidates”
for the general election. {nh order to receive Citizens Union’s “preferred” or “endorsed”
status, in addition to completing the questionnaire, candidates must participate in an
interview with Citizens Union’s Local Candidates Committee. We thank you very much for
your response.

Candidate Name: %Ltn Céx'&‘(ma“"t( iy rge &5
Campaign Address: B3 Hﬂ‘ Avenve.

New York MY 1001
Campaign Telephone Number: () _ 979 - 3/4S  rax:( )
Party Affiliation(s): E Campaign Manager Name: Elfﬂn kSrOn{ma«m
Website & Email: _WWW. cals O[3, com info®© CodSalO/?. Con
education: N YC Pialic l%mciu‘a..l §a}109{5,. a‘)%mJe,J A

Occupation/Employer {or years in currently held elected office): éf@

Ked App/e (;-m/,o 44 \lay
Previous Offices and Campa:gns Kr:lf'{d/( OV‘%@JCI)[ Cl/l%{(\

(zip)

Are you willing to be interviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Committee? YES_Y NO__

Have you completed requisite campaign finance filings? YES /NO
{Please note: Citizens Union can grant its “Preferred Candidate” or "Endorsed Candidate” rating only to
candidates we have interviewed. We er mg

"

Signature of Candid




Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whether you support or
oppose each, where applicable. Please also use the space provided below each question or
on a separate sheet of paper to elaborate on your positions on the questions which require a
detailed answer. You may also provide additional information on any actions that you have
taken or plan to take to advance your positions on these issues.

CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Please circle your position on the following issues by indicating whether you support or
oppose each. You may elaborate in the space provided at the end or on additional paper.

CITIZENS UNION ISSUES

VOTING AND ELECTIONS REFORM

1. What is your position with respect to eliminating Support@p_osﬁ
party primaries and establishing a non-partisan
election system in which all candidates and all
voters participate in the first round and the top two
candidates advance to the second round?

2. What is your position on instituting Instant Runoff Support,éppdsg,

Voting for all citywide offices and for all special
elections for city offices? (Int. No. 1066)

3. What is your position on creating a voluntary @Oppose
municipal poll worker program to supplement poll
worker recruitment by district leaders? {Int. No.
721)

4, What is your position on reguiring city agencies to Su’pport ppose
report the number of applicants that they register
to vote as required by current law {Int. No. 760)?

5. What is your position on transmitting electronically Suppo‘rt ppose
voter registration information collected by city
agencies to the Board of Elections in the City of New
York?

6. What is your position on requiring the Board of SuEBort ppose
Elections to report performance metrics to the City
Council that conform to the Mayor's Management
Report? (Int. No. 778}
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What is your position on expanding the Voter Guide
published by the Campaign Finance Board to cover
all races occurring in New York City, such as state
and federal contests, and providing the opportunity
for voters to receive the guide electronically rather
than in print form? (Int. No. 769)

=
Support{Oppose )

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

UpporiOppose

8. What is your position on eliminating matching funds
for contributions bundled by lobbying organizations
or lobbyists? —~
9, What is your position on prohibiting participants in Sup{)or Oppose
the city’s campaign finance program from using
public matching funds to purchase strategic
campaign consulting services from firms that also
provide lobbying services?
CITY COUNCIL REFORM
10. When the Quadrennial Compensation Commission @B@Oppose
is reconvened, what is your position on requiring
that any future increase in councilmember
compensation only apply prospectively to the
following term? P
11. What is your position on increasing transparency of WOppose

discretionary funding by requiring the list of capital
and expense funds and their sponsors be provided
to councilmembers and the public three days in
advance of any vote, and expanding the online
searchable database of expense funds to include all
capital fund recipients and applicants?

PUBLIC SAFETY AND OVERSIGHT OF POLICE MISCONDUCT

12.

What is your position on reducing the frequency of
stop, question and frisks by conducting stops more
judiciously?

13.

What is your position on establishing the
Commission to Combat Police Corruption (CCPC} as
a permanent commission in the City Charter while
empowering the CCPC to issue subpoenas?
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14. What is your position on enhancing the Civilian
Complaint Review Board’s (CCRB) authority to
initiate an investigation into reported or known
incidents of police misconduct without receipt of a
formal complaint?

15. What is your position on granting the Civilian
Complaint Review Board (CCRB) with the authority
to prosecute officers found guilty of lying during

CCRB investigations?

Suppo
Kecomm

ppose
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16. What is your position on reinstating the zero
tolerance penalty for false official statements by

public officers?

SupchOppose
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BUDGET REFORM

17. What is your position on establishing independent
budgeting for:
a. the borough presidents?

SupporﬂOppose )

b. Conflicts of Interest Board?

Support@pﬁﬁ)

c. the public advocate ? Support(om
d. community boards? Sum;ort,@ppose}
18. What is your position on making the budget process @W
more transparent by clearly defining units of
appropriation and limiting their size?
19. What is your position on release of revenue SupportjOppose

projections {other than property taxes) prior to
Council hearings on the Executive budget?

LAND USE AND COMMUNITY BOARD REFORM

20. What is your position on designating urban planners
for use by community boards and requiring borough
presidents report to the Council the mannerin
which they advertise and make community board
appointments? {Int. No. 913}

@Oppose
To Ma Sor

21. What is your position on establishing a formal
standardized and transparent process for
community board appointments including written
applications, interviews of candidates, and filling

vacancies within 30 days?

g
SupporifOppose




ISSUES of CITYWIDE IMPORTANCE

1. What is your view of the amount of taxes paid by New Yorkers compared to the value
that is received in City services? Do you believe that taxes should be raised or lowered? If
you believe taxes should be changed, please provide specific proposals about what taxes
you would change and if you didn’t raise taxes, what services you would cut, listed in order

of greatest magnitude .
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2. Certain New York has been trying to create a more diversified economy, and one that is less
reliant on Wall Street. What is your position on such efforts? If you support it, what would
you do to diversify the city’s economy? How would you ensure that the city would receive
adequate tax revenue as a result of potential shifts in the tax base?
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Peter J. W. Sherwin, Chair * Dick Dadey, Executive Director
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3. In FY 2013-14, New York City is budgeted to spend $13.568 billion on pensions and fringe
benefits for City employees out of a total net budget of $68.5 billion. What would you do to
address the growing pension and health care costs borne by the city and New York City tax
payers, particularly in the context of contractual bargaining with the city's unions for
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4. What is your overall position on public education and what changes, if any, would you
make to mayoral control of city schools? What would you do to increase test scores and
graduation rates? How would you propose the Department of Education increase the
ability for parents and teachers to become more meaningfully involved? What are your
views on shuttering underperforming schools and opening new ones, including charter
schools, oftentimes in the same buildings?
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5. How would you propose the city address the shortage of affordable housing, particularly
given the expected growth in population? Would you continue to attempt to reach the
goals of PlaNYC 20307 If not, what is your vision for long-term development particularly in
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6. What would you propose to increase the transparency of the Board of Elections in the City
of New York’s operations and accountability to the city? What is your position on non-
citizen voting?
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7. Taking into consideration the lessons learned from the debates surrounding congestion
pricing and the Ravitch Commission’s recommendations to provide the MTA with long-term
funding, what do you think should done to address the MTA’s fiscal solvency issues and
ensure that the burden for funding the MTA are equitably distributed amongst all

stakeholders? What is your view on expanding alternative forms of transportation like the
Citibike program and the mstallatlon of blke lanes?
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8. Whatdovyou belleve is the prob{r role of government in regulating public health? Would
you advocate for continuing policies proposed by Mayor Bloomberg banning large sodas

and reducing the proportion of people who smoke cigarettes?
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9. How can the city continue to keep the crime rate at record low levels? What is your position
on stop, question and frisk?
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10. How wou[d you ensure that city agencies share data and resources and coordinate in
delivering services? Do you believe that management should be decentralized, allowing
agency heads greater independence, or centralized in the mayor’s office? Would you
continue executive order 41 ensuring all New Yorkers, regardless of immigration status
can access the city services that they are entitled to receive?
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11. How actively would you use the office of the mayor in working on national issues such as
immigration and gun control?
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12. How would you utilize city-affiliated nonprofit organizations such as the Mayor’s Fund to
Advance New York City in raising private revenue to supplement city agencies and
programs? How would you ensure that there is sufficient transparency and accountability

of fundm;_recelved through such en;l_tles"’ .
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Additional Comments:
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CANDIDATE ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

Citizens Union is adding a new element to its evaluation of candidates running for office. Asa
candidate who presently does not hold elected office, CU is interested in knowing your top
five campaign promises you are making to the voters during this campaign for this position.

If elected, Citizens Union will use these promises to evaluate your performance while in
office, as well as, to evaluate your candidacy in the future.

We thank you very much for your response. Please feel free to use additional paper if the
space provided is not sufficient.
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TOP FIVE 2013 CAMPAIGN PROMISES
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Please return to: Citizens Union, Local Candidates Committee
via fax to 212.227.0345 or via email to candidates@citizensunion.org
Call us at 212-227-0342 with any questions.




