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CITIZENS UNION

OF THE UINTY UF NEW YORK

2014 QUESTIONNAIRE FOR
CANDIDATES FOR NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE

Citizens Union appreciates your respanse to the following questionnaire related to policy issues facing
New York State and our interest in reforming state government. Please return the gquestionnaire to us
as soon as possible, and no later than July 11", Responses to these questions will be one of several
factors Citizens Union uses to evaluate candidates running for office in order to determine our
“Preferred Candidates” for the September 9™ Primary Election, and our “Endorsed Candidates” for the
November 4™ General Election.

If you seek our support, we will also need to schedule an interview with you as part of the evaluation
process. We will not automatically schedule an interview with you if you return this questionnaire, as
we prioritize competitive races and resources constrain us from evaluating all races. Please contact us
if you wish to be interviewed and have not heard from us.

We plan to make responses to this questionnaire puhblic on our website, Voters Directory and other
appropriate venues. We thank you very much for your response.

Candidate Name: (.- F'L{_S'f'ﬂ—l/ Colling Age: Lf‘ )
Campaign Address: lo g No C4Ad 0,0[ Um'ouj {/A(VQ ’&3 M',T UMM:N) }\H : [’DS&S
Campaign Telephone Number: ﬁi‘l’) £rs 33L2 Fax:ﬁf"l) 2317-2.33

Party Afﬁliation[s)bg mo thCCampaign Manager Name: \im K ﬁf_‘!'{-_S

Website & Email: _ Wb W, Cf‘u S{HL,-C@UWL? u&r\ﬂﬂ{y NME. Lo CD Ehnsqum,k_,l\}\{
& At kéon~

Education: _ 3lo P eclubin LMDMJ . Pocd oo 1S cipien Business
R.DS 1n DEabUnAIE, .

Occupatmn/Emponer {or years in currently held elected ofﬁce)’_bm MJW“&%M—

Moo btiOats Qebuzen Llins |

Previous Offices, Campaigns and Community/Civic Involvement: —DM !Q_ﬂ.&Qﬂ/\_ﬁ

(n fle C«ﬂm? Movak Vernow, M - Mowd Wengon Qv ),

s e tuen, TraT PTA Reeuclindr MidddeSchus |
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Are you willing to be interviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Committee? YES\A NO

(Please nate: Citizens Union can grant its “Endorsed Candidate” rating only to candidates we 'have interviewed. )

Have you completed rqui&n—ﬁn@n&e filings? YES K NO
i ' : Date: ‘1[“{ [,‘——‘[*

Signature of Candidatess= : —

Citizens Unior; of the City of New York
299 Broadway, Suite 700 New York, NY 10007-1976
phane 212-227-0342 » fax 212-227-0345 » www clizensunion.crg
Meter J.W. Sherwin, Chair « Dick Dadey, Executive Director
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Citizens Union 2014 State Legislative Candidate Questicnnaire

I. CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Page 2/5

Please state your position an the following reform measures, Specify whether you support or oppose

each. You may elaborate in the space provided at the end or on additional paper.

ELECFION REFORM

1. What is your position on the redistricting proposition amending the constitution on the 7
November ballat that would create an independent commission with appointees split evenly Suppa rt/Oppose
between the majority and minority parties?

I 2. What is your position on restructuring the state Board of Elections and changing the ?
administration of elections by amending the constitution to abolish the strict two-party Support/Oppose
division of governance and operation?

~—1=3. What is your position on making it easier for candidates to appear on the ballot by lowering e
; . . . . . Support/b@
sighature requirements and utilizing less burdensome witness signature requirements? ‘

4. What is your position on amending the Municipal Home Rula Law to limit the ability of a 7

o mavor-appointed charter revision commission to "bump” other local charter amendments Support/Oppose
. Y PP P p
‘~F-  from appearing on the ballot? -
5. What is your position on automatically granting New Ya rkers on parole the ability to vote?
- i ifi Relief ta have thei e

C.urrentlyr those an parole may obtain a Certificate of Good Conduct or Relie _to ave their { Suppc_)j\'/Oppose .

right to vote restored, but few of these are granted, and they cannot be applied for M~

immediately upon release.

. sy 2 . . f - “»‘-—_ Fa -

6. Wha.;nt is y_our position on amending the constitution to allow for Election Day Voter 4§ upport/Oppose
Registration?. E—

7. What is your position an amending the constitution to allow for no-excuse absentee voting? Support/Oppose

i iti instituti ingi s to cast T

8. Whatis your positionon |n§t|tut1_ng early voting _|n New York State to allow voter gugpgrt/[)ppose
their vates at more convenient times over a period of several days? e

9. What is your position an ref?rm!ng the spe-c;[al election process, utilizing a nonpartisan Support/Oppose

— - special election for state legisiative vacancies, as proposed by 5.161/A.52907

10. What is your position regarding automatic voter registration in which voter registration
information of individuals who consent to be registered is provided electronically to the
Board of Elections, and address information is updated automaticaliy?

11. What is your pasition on consnlic_iatinlg the st.ate and federal primary to the_third weekin Su%port/()ppose

- June, while ensuring that the legislative session ends at least two weeks prior?

[ 12. What is your positicn on instituting Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) for primary elections in ?
citywide election in New York City, effectively eliminating the need for a separaie runoff Support/Oppose
L= election?

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM _

13. What is your position on establishing a matching public financing system for state legislative Mﬁppose
and statewide races simitar to the New York City model? ]

14, What is your position on lowering campaign contribution limits for legislative and statewide ('Supporn'- oppose
candidates for public office? PE=.A.

i iti fcti i ibuti istered lobbyists, -

15. What is your position on restricting campaign ::olntnbutlons from registere : Y .| Suppont/Oppose

olacement agents and those who do business with the state? - -
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Citizens Union 2014 State Legislative Candidate Questionnaire

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM (CONTINUED)

Page 3/5

16. What is your position on limiting or banning campaign contributions from corporations, LLCs,

accounts, to the same ceiling placed on candidates?

and LLPs? (Note: such entities would have the constitutionally-protected right to form {rérﬁbpd-ftthppose
separate political action committees.} )

17. What is your position on closing “soft money” loophales such as limiting transfers from party
committees to candidates or ather committees to twice the limit set on individual o
contributers and limiting centributions to party committees, including housekeeping \WOPPOSE

18. What is your position on requiring candidates to include the full name, home address, and

employer/business name for each contribution and bundler?

'~z

E\;pm/Oppose

18.
the legislative session to refiect contributions given during the session?

What is your position an requiring that two periodic campaign finance reports be fited during (w
Q ort/Qppase

20. What is your position on stricter requirements on the use of campaign contributions for non-

campaign related activity, such as personal use?

21. What is your position on improving disclosure of independent expenditures such as requiring

disclosure of electioneering activities?

@_por /Oppase

22. What is your position on limiting the ability of candidates to accumulate “war chests” and

then transferring funds raised in one race to anotherin which they run?

—

—

%ugﬂort/Oppose

What Is your position on clarifying the definition of coordination between candidates and
political committees ta ensure ca ndidate contribution fimits are not exceeded, and
expenditures and contributions are praperly reported?

23.

( B

onrt/ ppose

JUDICIAL REFORM

LY

24. What is your position on a merit-based appointment system through creation of a 5

E

revenue projections, display economic and policy analysis and require that the'state engage
in long term, multi-year budget pla nning?

. , Support/Oppose
commission for the selection of judges in all of New York’s trial courts? pport/Opp
25. What.is yo.ur positiar_w sim plifying and modernizing the state’s court system hy consolidating SEppDrt/Oppose
the nine trial courts into a two-tiered system?
ETHICS REFORM -
; i ¢ position on empowering the Attorney General to investigate and prosecute :
26. What is your positio powering the Aftorney Gene g H Support/Oppose
cases involving public corruption, including serious election law malfeasance?
27. What is your position on amending the State Constitution to extend pension forfeiture,
subject to due process safeguards, to all public officers and legislators who have been Support/Oppose
~ convicted of felonies?
BUDGET REFORM
28. What is your position on requiring the governor's budget submission to present the full <y grt/o pose
scope of the state’s financial ohligations, including its public authorities? PP P
20. What is your position on establishing an independent, nonpartisan budget office to provide
Support/Oppose

30. What is your position on the use of Generally Accepted Accounting Principles {GAAP) rather
than cash accounting for the state budget?

31. What is your position on ensuring adeguate disclosure and itemization of discretionary
funds, including member items and lump sum funds, as well as reporting on their usage?

SuppertfOppose

32. What is your position on incorporating the use of performance budgeting and outcome

~T=» measurement tc promote the more rational appropriation of state funds?

r

\

— :
Support/Qppose

33. What is your position on instituting a later start date for the state fiscal year?

.{Stppor/Oppose

34, What is your position on limiting the ability of the governor to enact policy changes
governing the use of resources in appropriation bills by requiring that such bilis be consiste

,,_?7’[/0
| suepyr ppose
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Citizens Union 2014 State Legislative Candidate Questionnaire Page 4/5

| with existing Jaw or proposed changes in separate iegislation? | ‘l
ADDITIONAL REFORM
35. What is your position on enactment of legislative rules reform to strengthen rank-and-file
, ) oy . Support/Oppose
members’ rales in the legislative process and create more equity betwaen members?
36. What is yau ition on th bcasti f all legislati oceedings for both houses of
is yaur position on the webcasting aof all legislative pr ings for both houses o Support/Oppose

the {egislature, including committee meetings, hearings and session proceedings?

_37. What is your position on having the Executive Director of the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey appointed directly by the Beard of Commissicners, and having the Support/Oppose
position of Chair of the Board rotated between representatives of New and New Jersey?

Please use the space provided or a separate sheet of paper to elaborate on your positions on the issues
contained in the previous pages. You may also provide additional information on any actions that you
have taken or plan to take to advance your pasitions on thease issues.

VJQJL)M Jdinatine. (H—MO\W)
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Cltizens Union 2014 State Leglslative Candidate Questicnnalre Page 5/5

ii. CAMPAIGN PROMISES MADE TO VOTERS (PAST AND CURRENT}

As a candidate who presently does not hold elected office, CU is interested in knowing your top flve
campaign promises you are making to the voters during this campaign Tor this position.

If elected, Citizens Union will use these promises to evaluate your performance while in office, as well
as, to evaluate your candidacy in the future.

We thank you very much for your response. Please feel free to use additional paper if the space
provided is not sufficient.

TOP FIVE 2014 CAMPAIGN PROMISES OR GOALS

. -2 . o .
2. = _'-,“_,"';{‘—- L -_— L —_— - 4w R SRR ) KL O pepr T pey J e "
—t—, : Y., o2 - i - [
- ... Iadt - -,.,,_;!’\ * Q- N -
T ~ -7
- i -
3 ~ r - { ey g g ar 1 5 s r

Please return to: Citizens Union, Local Candidates Com mittee
299 Broadway, Suite 700 New York, NY. 10007
via fax to 212.227.0345 or via email to candidates@citizensunion.org
Call us at 212-227-0342 with any questions.
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Crystal Collins has over 20 years of experience in healthcare management

and community service. Gandidate Collins began her career in health care as a
manager with Bronxwood Home for the Aged. Living in the Bronx Ms. Collins was
awarded the apportunity to manage a senior care facilily close to home. She is caring,
giving and committed to her community. Ms. Collins has such compassion for the
special needs, seniors and mentality disabled. She has worked closely with a mental
health daycare facility in the Bronx, early intervention programs as well as assisted
living facilities.

Continuing to strive for excellence professionally, Ms. Collins managed a
Branch of a Home Health care agency overseeing the daily operations of the entire
office.

In her leadership capacity, Ms. Collins offered continued employment and training
opportunities to the youth and the community, on a whole, with her focus on
Westchester County and the Northeast Section of the Bronx which included: Norwood,
Easichester, Baychester, Williambridge, Gunhill, Co-op city, Wakefield & Mt. Vernon.

Ms. Collins has a demonstrated commitment to her community. Her volunteering
extends from advocacy far seniors and youth, as an elected official in

the City of Mount Vernon as a District Leader and as a youth church director and
youth advisor at Union Grove.

Ms. Collins has held past positions of PTA President of the school of diplomacy middle
school 370, a past Vice -president of East 217th street condominiums and a 83rd
assembly district leader candidate.

During Ms. Collins 20 years in the healthcare industry, she was recognized in the
“Cavington’s who's who” professional magazine for her continued effort and
commitment to her profession. Additionally the Bronx Branch NAACP recognized her at
their annual freedom fund by awarding her with the community leader award of the year.

Ms. Collins was raised by a single mother and her 11 siblings in the Edenwald housing
development for 25 years. Ms. Collins is a lifelong resident of the 36th district, and she
is a proud parent, of four boys who all attend the public school system. Ms. Collins is
truly committed fo community with a desire to improve the quality of life for all.
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Many residents have express loss of faith, trust and hope in our system of demacracy,
in your elected officials.

Your desire to improve the quality of living in this district, your voice is heard by me.
As a mother, | know your family deserves access to quality health care. Our children deserve opportunity
for educational success in schools. Our families deserve to be safe in public. This is the time for New
Leadership and a New Vision for our community.

As your New York State Senator, My focus is on the success of you and your family in this district. As your
neighbor, understanding what matters to you is important to me.

As a healthcare manager of over 20 years |'ve learned to understand the issues first, and then fix them. |
am commitied to understanding your concerns, then working for you to improve the quality of your living in
the Bronx and Mt. Vernon.

Let's work together! Let’s restore trust, faith and hope in this community.

Let's communicate, email me, contribute to my campaign, like me on Facebook and join the movement to
improve fife in this district.

Join the movement to improve life in this district.

Friends of Crystal Collins, PO Box 420, Mount Vernon, NY 18552 914-388-3362
vranw.crvstaicoilinsdsenatenvs.com
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Education

College of Mount Saint Vincent, MS HealthCare Systems & Policies
College of Mount Saint Vincent, BS Business
Interboro, AAS Accounting
P.S. 112, John Phillip Sousa JHS and Clinton H.S.

Work Experience

Regional Supervisor/Branch Manager
Home Health Care Agency/Community Base Emplayer
Regional Supervisor/Case Manager
Early Intervention Program/Special Needs/Manager for AdulUAssisted Living Facility/Customer Relafions
Management/Supervisor Menta! Health Facility

Awards
Bronx Branch NAACP Freedom Fund Community L_eader Award

Community Involvement

Mount Vernon Overali Economic Development member
Mount Vernon, NY Disirict Leader 37™
Wesichester County Senior Program Speaker Member
Union Grove Missionary Baptist Church Bronx, NY Youth Church Director/Youth Advisor ,
MV4U Active Volunteer, Bridging the Gap MV/BX, Founder
Bronx Middle School #370 Past PTA President, Bronx Condominium Past Vice President
83™ District Leader Candidate

Friande nf Crictal Crlline DO Rav 47200 daant Vernern MY 11587 044228 72267
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Crystal Collins for New York Senate Page 1 of 1

Interested in learning mare?

! = "y ul o o, - .
Hesea OGhoutBrusial  Matferm  Roicc  Easimat®s  Inoaln

Crystal Coilins Platferm for a Beter 36th Senate District

Mawy Leadership, New Yision

Mlove than ane in four lamilies Is living in poverty in the Bromx, Basic livine needs including
guality health care. cducational sucvess and public saltty ave Impeded. [elected as vour New
York State Scnator. my main locus would be you. My goal is Lo work for you and improve the
quality ol ife in alf areas.

dobs wwd he Scanamy
r goal is to i i . . . , -
M} g I'witl work with small business communities and aclive business associations o pramole and
work for you and strengthen their relationship so that they will work collectively to enhance the cualiny ol lile lor
jmpro ve the the business ovwners ond residents within owr arca. L wili Night for more funding Lo increase the
- P : ceononte growh jn the district and increase job opporunities.
quality of fife in : §00 OPP

all areas.. TI-dduealion

Facis! Fhe Bronx has a high sehool dropowd tale of 38267 which is more than dousle the national
avemge of 13%. Programs are essential w tackle Lhis issue. As your New ¥ork State Senater. ]
will diligently world [or cur comaunity to bring resources and programs 1o this area. D am ¢
parert of four and T have o vested interest 10 the improvement of our schoeals across the bosed lor
hoth Mount Veraon and the Bron.

seniars

Twill Night Tor sentors, My goal (s 1o achieve helter access L0 geor services proprams and
benelits. Many of our seniors ure struggling to make ends meet, suffering from hunger. thysical,
mental. healik apd financial hardships.

I lousing

I will continue o fight for the availabihity of affordabic housing in oy district, { will work with

our Jocal olTicials to develep a plan w el the fax vap iniliative 1© bring some raprieve wo
homeowners.

Public Safuiy

in repairing the mistrost angd fear that has been imbedded into the minds of o diswsiet.
Public L hewith
Prevention. PPreveniion. Prevention...ds the kev, Our distriel has & hizh inference ol childhood

¢ obesity . diabetes. hyperiension and asthma. Preventative programs are imperztive io
Light the rise in diese arcas.
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