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CITIZENS UNION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL, :
ELECTION 2009

Citizens Union would appseciate your responses to the following questions telated to policy
issues facing the City of New Yotk that ate of concern to Citizens Union and the citizens of
the City. We plan to make public your responses to this questionnaire in our Voters
Directory, on out website, and in other approptiate venues. Responses to these questions
will be one of several factoss Citizens Union will use to evaluate candidates who are running
fot office in order to determine our “Preferred Candidate%;’! for the primary clection and
“Endorsed Candidates” for the general election. In order fo receive Citizens Union’s
“preferred’’ or “endotsed” status, in addition to completing the questionnaire, candidates
_must'patticipateirtl an interview Wlth Citizens Union’s Local Candidates Committee.
“ ook ‘ . '
We thank you very much for your response.

Candidate Name: H’E\le{‘%{‘ﬂe\r\ C. C/\f\OV\ i Age: Q’&)
Offce to Which You Scek (Re) Blection: Gouncil District # 20
| Campaign Addsess:__ HE\" _%Uf Frame Pl ¥t

Campaign Telephon'ell\.iiurﬁ.bea.::?\?) Wl 151 Fax: (W) WSS
Patty Affiliation(s): Grean Campaign Manager Name: pa\\\jsjfw‘ Chow -
Websitt Bz WO, WS pac, ®mfviemeeen clow; exe coceen VR %W\W\
veaton:__+ Boorlee & Sioaen o
Occupation/Fmployet (of gears in cutr:ntly held elected office) \WW‘MNW}\ Tw““’\w_‘

Previous Offices, Campaigns and Cqmmunity/Civic Involvement:
NU&M Advhs eni @han}\ '\‘47
Y ~J '

Ate you willing to be interviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Committee? YES \/ NO___
Have you completed requisite campaign finance filings? YES V NO___
(Please note: Citizens Union can grant its “Preferred Candidate” and *Brndorsed Candidute” rating ondy to candidates

we have interviewed. We will make every effort o intsrview candidateqyn each racs for City Conngdl, ) :
3 , | .
Signature of Candidate: 4/"%/\9)\—/ C ‘ ng}ﬂ'\ Date: ‘7 7 J
' Citizens Union * 299 Broadway New York, NY 10007

phone 212-227-0342 » fax 212-227-0345 « citizens@citizensunion.org * www.citizensunion.org
Peter ].W. Sherwin, Chait * Dick Dadey, Executive Director

' ¢
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I. CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whether you support or
oppose each. You may elabotate in the space provided at the end or on additonal paper,

YOTING AND ELECTIONS REFORM

1. What is your position with respect to allowing votets - Oppose
who are registered as independents to vote in patty ‘

primaties?

2. Whatis yourlposiﬁtjbﬁ‘bﬁdf)gééggg of staté legislation - * Oppose

that would allow referenda initiated by the City
Council and/or the public to appeat on the ballot at
. the same time as a referendum initiated by a charter
- commission appointed by the Mayor? , e

3. Whatis yout position on inc}_:e:asiﬂg"the ijay of 'Su'phdtt
Election Day poll workers above the current $200
they are allotted per eléction event?

Oppose

4. What s yout position on restructuting New York's Suppott Oppose
cutrent bodtrd of elections model to elimihate pohttcal
patty respon81b1hty fot overall clﬁctlon administration

~and teplace itwith'a system that narrows political

.. patty involvement to certification of candidate

- petitions and the actual coupting of vétesP i

5. What is yout position on having an election b
o admmistratton system whete there is a local electtons

" texeciifivé ditector appointed by the mayor upon
tecommendation by a new board that is chosen by the
mayor and the city council?

Oppose

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM™ " /1

6. What is your position on implementing “wat chest”
. testrictions that would prohibit a candidate from
transferting funds raised in a previous election cycle
.+ into a cutrent campaign committee for a different
’ 0fﬁce> : .

Suppoft Oppose
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7. \that is your position on allowing campalgn ﬁnancmg - Support Oppose
for ballot proposals? :
CITY COUNCIL REFORM . |

8. "'What is your position on allowmg Councﬂ L '. Oppose
* committees to-functon more mdependentiy of the LT T '
speaker than is presently the case?

a. Should committee staff be hited by and report to Oppose

committee chairs?
- b. Should committee hearings and votes be Oppose

scheduled at the direction of the chairs? : :

c. Should committees be able to issuc subpoenas by Oppose
a vote of their members?

9. What is your position on:

a. limiting councilmembers’ ability to earn outside Oppose
income?

b. making the job of councﬂmember a full-time Oppose
position?

c. climinating or hrmtmg stipends for commitiee

Oppose
chaits and leadership posﬂuomsp :

10, What is your position on requiring that any future Support
increase in councilmember compensation not affect '
those setving in the cutrent tetm of the council and
only be applied prospectively to the following term?

11, What is your pdéition on consolidating the cuttent C Suppott ) Oppose

City Council committee structure and reducing the
number of overall committees?

12. What is your position on tetm limits for elected Oppose
officials?
-13. What is your position on modifying the City Charter Oppose

to require that changes to term limits may only be
apptoved by the voters?




14. What is your position on the recent extension of term Suppott
limits for the city’s elected officials to three
~ consecutive four-year terms? Please explain yout
answer,

T s cﬂx WY Vs D\J(\N {:\y\
Torm WXy . 0T plRcans ek B

i

PQLICY ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE

Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whether you suppott ot
oppose each, where applicable.. Please also use the space provided below each question or
on a separate sheet of paper to elabotate on your positions on the questions which require
detailed answet, You may also provide additional information on any actions that you have
taken or plan to take to zdvance yout positions on these issues.

15. Knowing that the polic'e'dépar'tment and
commissioner tetain ultimate authority for
deterrmnmg whether an officer is guiltily and penalty,
what is your position on transferring powet to the -
Civilian Complaint Review Board to prosecute cases
of police misconduct, such as force, abuse of
authority, discourtesy, and offensive language?

Oppose

16. What is your posmon on changmg the current land Support Oppose
use process undet ULURP to increase the role of
community-based planning?

17. What is your position regarding the creation of a Suppott Oppose
Charter Revision Commission to review specifically -
the roles of the various offices of government and
how well government ‘'has functioned since the 1988
and 1989 charter review conr:lrmsslonsD

18. What is your position on reforming the cutrent Support Oppose -
pension funding structure to create multiple tiers for :
futute city government employees?
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a. In FY 2008-09, New Yotk City spent $12 billion on pensions and fringe
benefits for City employees out of 2 total budget of $62 billion. What would
you do to address the growing pensxon costs borne by the city and New York

= City tax payers?

C J\J\)X 6‘\&“\\ ALY ‘\}WR"Q« M

19, What is your position with respect to the City Council Oppose

passing a resolution calling upon the State Legislature
to establish a State Constitutional Convention?

a. If support What are the three most 1mportant ateas that need Improvcmem?

1 PP O ) ¥ T\ S TR
- X) Uv\\\!)t\&‘) - \M\& o \WA\N‘ \.-QWJ o

Y by T O\xﬂ‘ Sren m\u \Dﬂ - Q&n\( '& L@\Qr\

b. Do you believe that greater home rule should be granted to the City of New
York? If so, in what ateas should further sovereignty be given?

NI kg desde o BIwe R
How, R 1 NQCQMW&C] 'an ’Fu\w\\)).t) fl‘gb L%

-.\)-\\\Q\\}:pl.})\\a ) \oeuen :

- 20. Takmg into consideration the lessons leatned from the debates suttoundmg congesuon

 pticing and the Ravitch’ Commission’s recomniendations to providé thé MTA with long-

“term funding, what would you propose to address the MT'A’s fiscal solveficy issues and
ensure that the burden for fundmg the MTA is equitably disttibuted arnong all
stakeholders?

T N L-s_ Co
-L\ Q“m ”b'l\:n —b&bw)r\w
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21, What would you propose in terms of creating a greater tole for the city council in

detetmining and deciding the city budget? M
| Pavwen, ‘\“Q Olh QMM)& \\”A |
R Y Ty N«‘ S DU poun—hoA

ENEEN N N M\W \nﬁé\\ \
N

[£N (Ui P k

hd U

22. What is your position tegarding the City’s past ?ractice of using surplus tax revenues to
pay down future health cost and pension obligations, and the decision not to do so this

\)s)\u SM G LNX\ ‘hﬁ mmﬁ\\ M\U“P |
wwm\ | éroi\%t& FM\}X\\ «Qw VS 5“@&\@6\
MN\& [ NASIN 1 S e Y VY -

23. What is your view of how the taxes paid by New Yorkers compare to the value that is
received in City setvices? Do you believe that taxes should be raised or lowered? To the
extent you believe taxes should be changed please provxdc specjﬁc proposals about what

order of gteatest magmtude

- .
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24. Many policy advocates champion the creation of a more diversified economy, and one that
is less reliant on Wall Strect. What is yout position on such a plan? If you support it, what
would you do to diversify the city’s economy? How would you adjust spending in New
York City to accommodate the anticipated reduction in tax revenue as the tax base shifts
to lower paying jobs?

’L\\mm S\»&& &)\\»&;Wb N .,.\fm\\:xa ;
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25. What would you propose the Department of Education do to increase the ability for
patents and teachers to become more meaningfully involved in the education system?
What other positives changes can be made to the New Yotk City public school system?

G\v\. P\‘\ W SM ) Qw‘l nmmm& ”‘6
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26, What would you propose fo inctease the transpatency of the Board of Elections in the
City of New York’s operations and accountability to the city and its voters?

W\“ ‘\{U Q\\Pe\,\)\\ ‘r\%\& . RWJJ’{
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27. What would you propose to further enhance transparency regarding the telationships
between council membets, their families, and nonprofits that receive funding from New
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