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CITIZENS UNTON CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL
ELECTION 2009

Citizens Union would appteciate your resposnses to the following guestions telated to policy
issues facing the City of New Yotk that are of concern to Citizens Union and the ditizens of
the City. We plan to make public your responses to this questionnaire in our Voters
Directory, on our website, and in other apptoptiate venues. Responses to these questions
will be one of several factors Citizens Unlon will use to evaluate candidates who are tunniog
for office in order to determine ovr “Preferred Candidates” fod the primary clection and
“Hndorsed Candidates” for the general election. In order to receive Citizens Union’s
“preferted” or “endorsed” status, in addition to completing the questionnaire, candidates
must participate in an intetview with Citizens Union’s Local Candidates Committee,

We thank you very much fot your tesponsc.

Candidate Nawe: _ AMGELD  MARAGOS Nge 24

- Office to Which You Seek (Re) Blection: Council District #: 226

Campaign Address: _ 448/ Z3ed b ELA__LibC, NY._ 1110/

Cainpaign Telephone Number: (/%) _2RY_2//2F Faxt ()

Party Affillation(s): ablicq, Campaign Manager Name: }%u /é(. )L/as 7€’ 7{1[:' I

Website & Eroall Mﬂ[&faﬁﬁ@_

Education: 7";5& Cfﬁd;ﬁ‘ﬂ—f" K)IMZ?VJ » /?Mé&zérS-

arl S 0

A

Occupation/Employer (ot yeats in currently held elected officd): -
Business )‘QM&A}’V.S'?L - Credit Sorsse,

Previous Offices, Campaigns and Community/Civic Involvement:

by o/ gt ™ P19
74 7

T

Ate you willing to be Intetviewed by CU's Local Candidates Cotnmittes?  YES 1 NO___
Have you completed requisite campaign finance flings? YESAV NO___
(Please note: Cirizens Union ean grant s "Proferved Candidate” and "Endorsed Candidate” raiing only to candidates
1we have stervieied, We will mafs ﬁﬂﬂy 8N 4o intervicis candidates in each vaze for City Conneil )

f—/xé / S Date:ﬁ"?/k %/ Zeod

Citizens Unfon » 299 Broadway New Yok, MY 10007
phone 212-227-05342 » fax 212-227.0345 « S:ilizg.aﬁ.@s:ju'zen; unjgg.ggg_ . Ww_ci&zengun_{og_grg
Peter J.W. Sherwin, Chair + Dick Dadey, Bxecutive Ditector

Signature of Candidate:

1
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CANDIDATE QUESTIONS
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Please state your position on the following Jssues by lndicating whether you suppott of
oppose each, You may elaborate in the space provided at the end or on additional paper.,

VOTING AND ELECTIONS REFORM

1. L]

What {s your position with tespect to allowing voters
who are registered as independents to vote Ip patty
primaties?

What is your position on passage of statc legislation
that would allow teferenda jndtiated by the City
Council arid/or the public to appear on the ballot at
the same time as a referendum initiated by a charter
commission appointed by the Mayos?

What is your position on increasing the pay of
Election Day poll workers above the current $200
they ate allotted pet clection event?

What Is your position on restructuging New York's
current board of elections model to climinate palitical
party tesponsibility for overall election administiation
and replace it with 2 system that narrows political
patty involvement to certification of candidate
petitions and the actual counting of votes?

What is your position on having an clection
administration system whete thete is a Jocal elections
executive ditector appointed by the mayor upon
recommendation by a new boatd that is chosen by the
mayor and the city council?

————

Support ‘“ (5_31;_9@8.}

@Gpp;?) Oppose
SIPPOT pos

g

@%&?;) (Oppose

RS
(’ ’ E‘n.ll:\por};_,.j> Oppose

e

e ——

Support < Oppose.

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

6.

What is yout position on implementing “war chest”
restrictions that would prohibit a candidate from
transferring funds raised in a previous election cycle
into a curient campaign committee for a different
office?

e

@upp ot Oppose

03/12
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7. What I your position on al]owiﬁg campaign financing Opposc

for ballot proposals?

COUNCIL REFORM

8. What is your position on allowing Council C b@@ Oppose

comunittees to function more independently of the e

speaker than is presently the case?

. Should committee staff be hived by and teport to Sup];e;;'t:) Oppose

committee chairs? —
b, Should committee heatings and votes he @’},ﬁ) Oppose

scheduled at the direction of the chairs?
c. Should committees be able to issue subpoenas by ("'S‘;.ldt:{;;;t_:) Oppose

a vote of their membets?

9. What is yout position on:
Lt
a. limiting councillmembers’ abjhty to eatn outside éﬁ:ﬂ;@ Oppose

income? :

b. making the job of councllmember a full-time CS'_G@ Oppose
position?

¢. ecliminating or limitng stipends for comumistee Suppott @_)ose D,

chalts and leadesship positions?

10, What is your position on tequising that any future ¢ Sup@ Oppose
inerease in councilmember compensation not affeet —
those seeving in the corrent texm of the couneil atd
only be applied prospectively to the following term?

11, What is your position on consolidating the current (”gapport Oppose
City Council committee structuge and reducing the
nuinber of overall committeny?

12, What is youy position on term limits fox elected ”Fgﬁggc;? Oppose
officials? ’
13. What is yout position on modifying the City Chatter @ Oppose

to tequite that changes to term Minits may ouly be
approved by the voters?
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14. What is your position on the recent extension of term Support (:6;50;; )
limits for the city’s elected officials to thiee e
consecutive four-year terms? Please explain your
ANSWEY,

POLICY IS LORTANCE

Please state yout position on the following issues by indicating whethet you support of
oppose cach, where applicable. Please also use the space provided below each question ot
on a sepatate sheet of paper to elaborate on your positions on the questions which require a
detailed answer. You may also provide additional information on any actions that you have
taken ot plan 10 taks to advance your positions on these issues.

15. Knowing that the police department and ¢ Suppott) Oppose
commissionet retain ultimate authotity for
detesmining whether an officer is guiltily and penalty,
what is your position on transferting power to the
Civilian Complaint Review Boatd to prosecute cases
of police misconduet, such as force, abuse of
authosity, discoustesy, and offensive language?

- - » R e,
16, What is your position on changing the current Jand @JEJE,) Oppose
use progess undes ULURP to increase the role of .
community-based planning?

17

What is your position regarding the creation of a @3}%) Oppose
Charter Revision Commission to review specifically

the roles of the vatious offices of govetniment and

how well government has functioned since the 1988

and 1989 charter review commissions?

18. What is your position of tefotming the custent (\Sﬁpporf:') Oppose
pension funding structure to create multiple ters for
futute city government smployecs?

B85/12
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. InTY 200803, New York City spent $12 billion on pensions and fringe
benefits for City employees out of a total budget of $62 billion. What would

you do to address the growing pension costs botne by the city and New York
City tax payetse

19, What is yout position with respect 1o the City Council Suppoit Oppose
passing a resolntion calling upon the State Leptslature
to eatablish 2 State Constitutional Convention?

a. If support, what are the three most important areas that need improvement?

b. Dao you helieve that greater home rule should be granted to the City of New
York? If so, in what areas should further sovereignty be glven?’

20, Takmg into conﬂsdcmtmn the lessons learned from the dcbqrc;s sut, roundmg congestion
pricing and the Ravitch Commission’s tecommendations to provide the MTA with long-
term funding, what would yon propose to address the MTA’s fiscal solvency issues and
etisuye that the burden for funding the MTA Is equitably distributed araong all
stakeholdets?

B6/12
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21. What would you propose In tetms of creating a greater role for the clty council in
deteroining and deciding the city budget?

22. What Is your position regarding the City’s past ptactice of using surplus tax tevenues to
pay down futute health cost and pension obligations, and the decision not to do so this
year?

23. What is yous view of how the taxes paid by New Yorkers compare to the value that js
received in City services? Do you believe that taxes should be raised or lowered? To the
exrent you believe taxes should be changed, please provide specific pl’oposals about what
taxes yon would raise and what services you would cut, if you didn’t raise taxes, fisted in
order of gteatest magnitude,

B7/12
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24. Many policy advocates champlon the ¢teation of a more diversificd economy, and one thar
is less yreliant on Wall Street. What is yout position on such a plan? If you suppott it, what
would you do to divetsify the city’s cconomy? How would you adjust spending in New
Yotk City to accommodate the anticipated reduction in tax revénue as the tax hase shifts
to lower paying jobs?

23. What would you propose the Department of Education do to inctease the ability for
parents and teachers to become more meaningfully involved in the education systetn?
What other positives changes can be made to the New Yotk City public school system?

26, What would you propose to inetease the transparency of the Boatd of Elections In the
City of New York’s operations and accountability to the city and its voters?

27. What would you propose o furthet enhance transparcney regarding the relationships
between council members, thelt familics, and nonprofits that receive funding from New
Yotk City?

ga/12
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CANDIDATE ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

Citizens Union js adding a new element to its evaluation of candidates running for office. As a candidate who
presently does not hold clected office, CU is interested in knowing yout top five catpaign promises you are
making o the voters during this carnpaign for this position,

If elected, Citizens Union will use these promises to evaluate your performance while in office, s well as, to
evaluate your candidacy in the fature.

We thank you vety much for your response. Please fecl free to use additional paper if the space provided is
not sufficient,

TOP FIVE 2009 CAMPAIGN FPROMISES
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Citizens Union Candidate Questionnajre
New York City Council Election 2009

Additional Responses:

4.

18.

19,

20.

21

22,

23,

24,

25.

I strongly oppose the recent extension of term limits to thiee consecutive four-
year teyms, This was a clear circumvention of the will of the people of New
York City who have twice voted in favor of current term-limits. An issue so
fundamental to our democracy should have been retumed to the people for
judgment. -

2. T'would propose that city pensions should be no more generous than the
average of private industry pensions.

b. Yes, Ido believe greater home rule should be granted to the City of New
York. Two recent examples are the approval of raising the sales tax and
cxtending mayoral control over education.

Urban public transportation should be a national priotity and should be
subsidized by the federal govemment.

I propose that each council committee have a direct role in the budget process
and should examine, refine, and vote on the budgets for the agencies it oversees.

Tax revenue surpluses should be used in the best interest of the city - first to pay
future debt obligations or left unspent and retained in reserves.

There is a widening disparity between taxes paid by New Yorkers and the value
that is received in city services. New Yorkess are generally dissatisfied with the
city’s quality of service. There should be no further tax increases and our
govermment should be streamlined to be made smaller and morc efficient.

[ support the introduction of Green industry as well as scientific and engineering
research. As urban centers such as New York City experience significant
popuiation growth, the need for sustainable environmental practices coupled with
transportation and operational innovation will be paramount. New York City
ought to be a leader in these regards and our economy must evolve accordingly.

I'propose that parent-teacher advisory committees be afforded more influence
and be given representation on the Department of Education’s leadership team,
Other positive changes for New York City public schools in¢lude raising
academic achieverent standards, controlling class sizes, and improving facilities
and leaming resources,

18/12
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27. I propose that additional and more comprehensive conflict of interest affidavits be
required and that council members’ financial activity be more closely monitored
and audited,

Top Five Caropaign Promises Being Made in 2009

Reform city government — use tax payer dollars wisely,
Bring new jobs to the district.

Enable small business growth.

Provide better access to healthcare in the district,
Improve education.

Wb WD —
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ANGELO MARAGOS

4481 238D B, APV 3
LONG ISLANY CITY, NY £110t
017-455.4632
BLECTANGRLO@GMAIL, COM

Mr. Maragos is currently o Business Analyst in Commodities at Credir Suisse. He holds a Bachelors of
Rogineeting from The Cooper Union in New York, As an undergraduate he held vatious clected positions
including Chaieman of the Student Council and Seudent Representative on the university Board of Trustees.
Mz Maragos is credited for leading effouts to raise the largest senior class donation in Cooper Union's histety.
He was botn, raised, and educated in the New York Avea,

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

T  Credit Sulsse Gronp, MNew Yotk NY
Business Analyst & Engineer — Commodities Ttading and Matketing

——ra

July 2007 —Present
SDS Financial Technologies, New Yotk, NY May — Aug 2006
Engineering Intern

M.A.A. Construction, Long Island City, NY June - Sept 2005
Assistant Project Manages

Secutities Dealing Systeme, Inc, New York, NY Jutic « Sept 2004
Engineering Assistant

EDUCATION

Ve s

AL, L T PPV —— s ————

‘The Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science & Art » New York, NY 2003 - 2007
- The Albett Nerken School of Engincering,

- Four-year, full-tuition scholarship

- Bachelor of Rogineering degtee concontrating in Blectrical Enginccring
- 1# Place, IBEE Student Paper Coptest

- Student Service Award

ACTIVITIES

‘The Cooper Union
- Chaisrnan, Engincering Student Council
- Student Ropresentative, Board of Trustees
- Student Representative, Enginceting Curtlenlum Comimittee
- Student Representative, Senjor Council
- Led fundtaising effosts resulting in Jargest class donation in sehool history

PERSONAL DATA

- Marital Statws: Single
- Date of Birth: May 2, 1985
- Place of Birtl: Staten Island, NY




