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CITIZENS UNION CANDIDATE QUESTIO
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL

ELECTION 2OO9

Citrzens Union would appreciate your responses to the followrng ns related to

issues facrng the City of New York that are of conc€rn to Citizens a+d the cjttze
our Votersthe City. \X/e plan to make public your responses to this questionnat

Directory, on our website, and rn other appropiate venues. Resp these questl

will be one of several factors Citizens Uruon will use to evaluate ca who are

for offrce in order to determine out "Pteferred Candrdates" for the ry election a
t-,

CN,S UfuON'S"Endorsed Candidates" for the general elecdon. In order to receive

"preferred" or "endorsed" status, rn addiuon to completing the , c.andtda

must parflcip ate 1n an rnterview with Citizens Uni.on's Local C

We thank you \rery much for your

Candidate Name: ar nk
Offrce to WhLrch You Seek (Re) Election: Council District #: 5 |

Campargn Address: 55J sfafeh

CampargnTeiephone Number: ( l|f ) Fax

Carnp aign Manager N ame :

:y
of

Party AffrLiation(s):

lTebsite & Email:

Educadon: CO lvmbtrt"

Occupaflon/Employer (or ;'s21t rn curendy held elected office):

coru,rta LL9

Previous O ffices, Camp aigns and C ommunity/ Civic Involvement:

Are you wrlling to be interviewed by CLI's Local Candidates Commr
Have you completed reqursite campaign finance f,lings?
(Pleate note: Citiryn: Union can grant ifi 'Preferred Candidate" and 'Endorted

we haue interuiewed. lX/e wi// make euery ffin tu interuiew candidates in each rucefor

Siqnature of Candidate:

ns Union ' 299 Broadrvay Ner'v York, NY 1

phone 21.2-221 -0342 ' fax 212-227 -0345 ' citizens@.citizeusunion.org

D

Janinel,to brCi La nci t.

Date:

.citizensunion.

PeterJ.W. Shenvin, Chair Dick Dadey, Exercutivc



I. CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Please state your position on the

oppose each. You may elabotate

followlng issues by indrcating w u suppoft of

in the space ptovided at the end

VOTING AND ELECTIONS REFORM

I, What is yout posiflon wrth fespect to allowrng voters

who are tegisteted as independents to vote m party

primaries?

\7hat is your position on Passage of state legislation

that would allow teferenda rmtrated by the City

Council andf or the public to aPpear on the ballot at

the same time as a referendum rnitiated by a chartet

commi.ssion appornted by the Mayor?

\X4rat is your positron on increasrng the pay of
Elecuon Day poll workers above the current $200

they are allotted per election event?

What rs your positron on restructuring New York's

current board of elections model to eliminate pohucal

party responsibility for overall election administration

and replace it with a system that narrows political

parry rnvolvement to certification of candidate

petrtions and the ac|-nl counting of votes)

\Vhat is your position on having an election

adminisratron system where there is alocal elections

execudve ditector appointed by the mayor upon

recommendatron by a new boatd that is chosen by the

mayor and the city council?

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

6. \7hat is your position on implementing "war chest"

restrictions that wouid prohibit a candidate from
transferring funds raised in a ptevious election cycle

into a current carnpa:rgn committee for a drfferent

office?
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7. What is your position on allowing campaign financing

for ballot proposals?

CITY COUNCIL REFORM

B. What is your position on allowing Council

committees to function more rndependendy of the

speaker than is presently the case?

^. Should committee staff be hired by and report to

committee chairs?

b. Should committee headngs and votes be

scheduled at the direction of the chairs?

c. Should committees be able to issue subpoenas by

a vote of therr members?

C) V4rat is your position on:

a. limitrng counci.lmembers'abiJity to earn outside

tncome?

b. makrng the job of councilmembet a full-trme

position?

c. ehminating or Jrmiung stipends for committee

chairs and leadershnp posiuons?

What is your position on requinng that any future

increase in councilmembet compensation not affect

those serwing rn the cuffent tetm of the council and

only be applied ptospectrvely to the following term?

\7hat is your position on consolidating the curent
City Council committee structure and reducing the

number of overall committees?

V4rat is your position on teffi limits for elected

officials?

\7hat is yout position on modi$'ing the City Charter

to requte that changes to term limits may only be

approved by the votets?

10.

11.

12.

4alJ.



14.
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What is your position on the recent extension of tetm

limits for the city's elected officials to three

consecutive four-year terms? Please explarn your
answef.

POLICY ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE

Please state your position on the followtng issues by indicatrng wh r fou support of
oppose each, where applicable. Please also use the space provided
on a separ^te sheet of paper to elaborate on your posiUons on the

each quesdon

detarled answer. You may also provide additional information on

taken or plan to take to advance your positions on these issues.

15. I(nowing that the police department and

commissioner retain ultrmate authority fot
determirung whether an offtcer rs gurloiy andpenalty,
what is your position on transfetnng power to the

Civilian Complaint Review Board to prosecute cases

of police misconduct, such as force, abuse of
authodty, discourtesy, and offensive language?

16. What is your position on changing the current land
use process under ULURP to increase the role of
commuruty-based planning?

17. \X/hat is your posiuon regarding the cread.on of a

Charter Re.i'ision Commission to review specificaily
the roles of the various offices of government and
how well government has functioned since the 1988

and 1989 charter review commissions?

18. \flhat is yout position on reforming the current
pension fu.ditg stfucture to create muitiple tiers for
future city government employees?

stipns wllch req

^:o""r that you



In FY 2008-09, New York City spent $12 brllion on

benefits fot City employees out of a total budget of
you do to address the growrng pension costs borne

City tax payers?

e sce altaL

\Vhat is your position with respect to the City Council
passing a resolution calLing upon the State Legislaturre

to establish a State Constitutional Convention?

Page 5

ions and fiinge
billion. \Vhat td

rkthe city and New

1.9

a. If support, what are the three most tmportaf]t areas

b. Do you believe
York? If so, in

that geater home r-ule should be

what areas should further soveteiqn

see a

20. Taking into consideration the lessons learned from the debates

pricing and the Ravitch Commrssioll's recommendations to pr
term funding, what would you Propose to address the MTA's
ensure that the burden for fundrne the MTA is equrtably distri
stakeholders?

t need rmprov

roundrng conges
the N{TA with

I solvency i.ssues a

d among all



21.
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for city council rn

22.

$7hat would you propose in terms of creating a greatet role

determrflng and decidrng the city budget?

Tteas See a che

\7hat is your posrtion regatdtng the City's

pay down futute health cost and pension

vear?

past practice of using
obli.gations, and the

e sc<

zJ. lVhat is your view of how the taxes paid by New Yorkers com

teceived in City sewices? Do you believe that taxes should be

extent you believe taxes should be changed, please provide spec

taxes you would rai.se and what services you would cut, if you dt

order of greatest magnitude.

?tease Ke a+nohil

rplus tax revenues

ion not to do so

to the value that
ed or lowered? To

proposals about
't tai.se taxes, lis
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24. Many policy advocates champion the creadon of a mote divers economy, and

rs less reliant on Wall Street. What is yout posltron on such a pla

would you do to divetsify the city's economy? How would you a

If you support 1t,

just spending 1n N

that
hat

York City to accommodate the anticipated reduction in tax rev

to lower paytng jobs?

as the tax base s

25. What would
parents and
What other

you propose the Depattment of Educatron do to
teachers to become mote meaningfully rnvolved in
positives changes can be made to the New York

26.

fiewe ea

\ff/hat would you propose to increase the transparency of the

City of New York's operations and accountabdity to the city

q\.& se.e atla

$7hat would you propose to further enhance transparency rcg

between council members, their families, and nonprofits that te
York Ciw?

27.

the abiJ-ity f,

e education syste

public school syst

of Elecuons in
s votets?

the relationshi
funding from



Additional Comments:
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CANDIDATE ACCOUNTABILITY QUEST AIRE

Citizens Uruon is adding a new element to its evaluation of candida gforo
As a candrdate who ptesently does not hold elected office, CU is mt in knowing

top five campargnpromises you are making to the voters dunng thi for this

pos1flon.

ru
:St

If elected, Citizens Union will use these promises to evaluate youl
office, as well as, to evaluate your candidacy in the futute.

We thank you very much for yout response. Please feel free to use

space provided is not sufficient.

TOP FIVE 2OO9 CAMPAIGN PROM

Ylea\(" ke alla

e while rn

paper if
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Citizens Union - Candidate Accountability Qu
Janine Materna

Candidate, City Council - 5l't District
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Citizens Union - Candidate Accountability Questionnaire
Janine Materna

Candidate, City Council - 51't District
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Citizens Union - Candidate Accountability Q
Janine Materna

Candidate, City Council - 51't District
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