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CITIZENS UNION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE

COMPTROLLER
ELECTION 2009

Citizens Union would appreciate yout response to the following questions related to policy issues
facing the City of New Yotk that are of concemn to Citizens Union and the citizens of the city, We
plan to make public your resgonses to this questionnaire in our Voters Directory, on our website,
and in other appropriate ventes. Responses to these questions will be one of several factors
Citizens Union will use to evdluate candidates who are running for office in order 1o determine:
our “Preferred Candidates” fot the primary election and “Budotsed Candidates” for the general
elcetion.  In order to receive Citizens Union’s “preferted” or “endorsed” status, in addition to ,
completitig the questionnaire] candidates mwst pacticipate in an interview with Citizens Union’s
Local Candidates Comtuittee

We thank you very much for your response.

Candidate Name: _David I, Weptin Age: 53

Catnpaign Address: _250 W. 54" Street (ground floos) NY, NY 10019

(2ip)
Campaign Telephone Number: (212 ) 582-2138 Fax: (212) 582-2820

Patty Affiliation(s): DEMOCRAL" Campaign Managet Natne: Eban Bronfman

Webasite & Email:
WOW . DAVIDWEPRINZ009.COM

Education: P’ em %d!,- MCLCJ/U’.OL c\/

Occupation/Employer (or yers in cutrently held elected office): M W ) I
Gy onuul smpmbpes |

Previous Offices and Catnpaipns:

Are you willing to be interviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Comtnittee?r YES_ X NO____ :
Have you completed requisite campaign finance filings? YES. X __NO___ §
(Ploase wote: Citigens Uniont can grant s “Preferred Candidate” or “Endorsed Candidate™ rating only to candidates
we have interviewsd. We will make every effort to interview candidates in this race.) cg/ 5

Signature of Candidﬂte; IR\ /T d lfL./"“ Date! lD / 20'05\1 .

Citizens Union - ZQABroadway Noew York, NY 10007 ;
phone 212-227-0342 + fax 212-227-0345 » citizeps(@citizensunion,otg * www.citizensunion.otg i
Peter W, Sherwin, Chair * Dick Dadey, Executive Director :
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Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whether you support or oppose

each, where applicable. Please
sheet of paper to elaborate o}tE]

You may also provide additio
advance yout positions on th

1. What is yout position

Charter Revision Cortunission to xeview specifically the
roles of the various offices of government and how well

regarditig the cteation of a

govetninent has functioned since the 1988 and 1989
chatter teview commissions?

2. What is yout position

on reforming the current pension
funding structure to areate multiple tiers for future city

govetnment employees?
3. In general, what i3 your position on term Jimits for
& your p

clected officials?
4. What is your position

by the voters?
5. What i yout position

limnits for the city’s elécted officials to threc consecutive

on modifying the City Chatter to
reqquire that changes tp term limits may only be approved

on the recent extension of tern

fous-year terms? Please explain your answet.

Support

Support

Support
Support

Suppott

also use the space provided below each question or on a sepatate
yout positions on the questions which requite a demiled answer.

al information on any actions that you have taken ot plan to take to
bse issues.

Oppose

—Iled the fight against extending term limits without a referendumn. I felt that votess should have

had a say, just as they did in 1993 and 1996. T introduced 2 bill before the Mayor’s announcement,

to cxtend term limits only by teferendum. No one clected official should reign over the will of the

¢lectorate and while I am notia fan of term litits, T belicved that the Mayor’s utter usurpation of

power and the shameful distegard of the outcome of two public refetendums was a dark day in the

political history of oux city.

6. What is yous position regarding managing pension fund investments and the regulation of

pension intermediaties, particplatly given recent events surrounding the jssue at the state level?
I have stated that I will ot deal with intcrmediaries, only principals. I will only deal with

licensed sccutities professiondls. 1 would seek to ban all third patty placement agents.

7. How would you utilize the

ate ctficiently delivering servic

Comptroller’s auditing power to cnsure that government agencies

es, especially given fewer resources?
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First, I would audit the office of the Comptroller. Second, I would use the new

legislative authority to audifjall outside contracts, I believe the comptroller’s office should go

beyond the ordinary financial

audits and be involved in doing more management audits. For

exatple, had the State Cornptroller audited the State Water Commission from & management

point of view the recent findings could have heen found much soomer.

8. How would you maximizg the power of the Comptroller’s office to cnsure the fiscal health and

integtity of city spending?

As stated before, I would

efficiently, Fiscal health aud itegrity must begin within the Comptrollers office before we go after

other City Agencics. This is not to say or ivaply that thete is no issuc of integrity or question about

andit my office first to ensute it is tunning effectively and

the office currently under Bi]lThompson’s tenure. I would work closely with the legislatre, both

in the City and at the State le

el to ensure my office bas the resources necessaty to catty out the

Comptrollers offices duties. Ilwould also do a syetematic review of all city contracts

9. Do you believe there needs to be improvements to the Comptroller’s role and ptactices?
How would you manage the position?

1 believe the comptrolle

over the city’s pension funds, but also serve a more proactive role in the investigation and audit

of public and private entitiesl

representatives of the five pen

r should not only provide the prudent and sound stewardship

The office should also collaborate, with input from the

sion funds, to create objective criteria in the evaluation of

contract awards. The office Lhould also engage in financial literacy programs for the general

"

public. Ibelieve all these cumulative efforts will help bring about positive management

changes to the office and engage the public to become a more active participant in the

protection of the city’s pensipn funds and also contribute to a deeper substantive understanding

of the vital role the office pldys in the lifeblood of the ¢ity.

10. What do you believe is the

Department of Education?

appropriate role of the Compiroller’s office in auditing the

I believe that the Compfrollet’s office should have complete audit power of the




Pagc 4/9

Department of Education. Since it is undet Mayoral Control, the DOE is now considered a City
agency and must adhere to 4dll the males and regulations as stated in the New York City Charter.

It is only reasonable since part of the funding for our schools comes from City taxpayers. We
must also ensure that all conhracts within the DOE are executed effectively and efficiently and

that taxpayers money is not heing wasted.

11. Taking fnto consideration the lessons leatned ftom the debates surrounding congestion
pricing and the Ravitch Commission’s recommendations to provide the MTA with long-term
funding, what do you think should be done to address the MTA’s fiscal solvency issues and ensure
that the burden for funding the MTA ate equitably distributed amongst all stakeholders?

I have taken the position of opposing congestion pricing and several of the Ravitch

Commission tccommendations. Dutitg the debate I proposed bringing back the comumutes tax ut
1%, which would have generdted approximately $1.4 billion pet year. With that tevenue I
recomumended that we split the revenue 50/50, between the City and the MTA, giving the MTA a
securring funding stream of §700 million dollars.

12. What would you proposd to address some of the sttuctural imbalances in the current budget
process?

The fundamental problem with the city budget is that the cuttent law mandates evety penny

easned must be spent from year to yeat. Thete is no provision for savings to be cartied into the

next fiscal yeat. T would strangly advocare that the city Inhhy for state legislation designed to
create a “rainy day” fand. It is fundamentally flawed to continue to have a budgetary scheme
which does not allow for the L[exibﬂity of diverting savings from one yeat for use in another. If
the city had mote flexibility h]dthc way money is allocated from year to year it would give

lawmakers a useful tool towards addressing shortfalls and surpluses over a longer period of time.

13. What is your position regarding the City’s past practice of using sutplus tax revenues to pay
down funuee health cost and pension obligations, and the decision not 1o do so this year?

— A ptitnaty teason why the city decided not to pay down future health care and pension
obligations is that there simply wasn’t enough in revenues to do so. 1 was the sponsor of the
Health Care Trust Fund and secured $2.5 billion for this cffort. This set asicle was just one step
towatds a tealistic approach i addressing rising health care costs for municipal retirees. I believe

that it is essential in tevenue shtplus years to set aside some amount for both obligations. Neither
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will recede nor retract over time, 1 also believe that by collaborating with unfons to entes into

voluntaty efforts at reducing these obligations, we ¢ould significantly alleviate the city’s butdens
fot future payments. Unions are an integal patt of the city’s fiscal health and I strongly believe if
they wete inade 4 collaboratiye partner in coming up with solutions to these mandatory

obligations, we could come up with some teal and lasting long term solutions,

14. What would you propose to incrcage the ganspatency of the Roard of Electons in the City of
New York’s operations and accountability to the city and its votets?

Create objective evaluation critetia to detertine eligibility of consultants under considetation

for DOK contracts. For instance, how do we know that a consultant has put forth the most |

competitive bid if we do not know the length of time the consultant hag done business in the

partticular industry, the level of expetence offesed, the type of clients served in the past, the
teputation of the consultant from trade and other professional associations that exist in that Held,
the composition of workers ih the consultant’s business in texms of ethnicity, gender, level of
professional expertise, etc. SLch criteria MUST be in place under a system where the Mayor
retains sole control over the I!DOE and has the discretion (o awaed no-bid conteaces. With
objective evaluation of criterin, the opportunities for patronage and nepotism is diminished
because o consultant must objectively be eligible for consideration. 'This would go a long way
towards ttansparcney. ‘Transpatency just allows the public to obtain information on what has
taken place, what has been a‘Jvatded. My proposal goes farther to allow the public to see for
themselves objectively if the dward was objectively reasonable and make the public mote of a

stakeholder in the systern.

15, What would you propos to further enhance transparency regarding the relationships between
elected officials, theit fammilies, and nonprofits that teceive funding from New Yotk City?

First there needs to be pontinued public disclosute. Blected officials should not directly ot
inditectly benefit from funding that is teceived from the City or State governments. The onlly way
to do this is by strengthening financial disclosute forms and make them easily available to New

Yorkers via the internet.

16. What would you propose to ensure that chartet mandated elected offices receive equitable ‘
Dudget allocations? :
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—The mayor and the council shovld not be allowed to unilaterally decrease the fanding of

charter reandared elected officials.

17. In FY 2008-09, New Yok City spent $12 billion on pensions and fringe benetits for City
employees out of a total budget. of $62 billion, What would you do to address the growing

pension costs borne by the ¢ity and New York City tax payess?

_ T would seek to tnake i

nions a collaborative partner in identifying voluntary concessions

towards a solution. The unions have been vital to help find ways to combat fiscal shottfalls and

soaring pension costs, as they

did back in the last city fiscal crisis of 1975.

18. What is your view of how the taxes paid by New Yorkets compate to the value that is received

in City sexvices? Do you beligve that taxes should be raised or lowexed? To the extent you believe

taxes should be changed, please provide specific proposals about what taxes you would raise and

what services you would cut,|if you didn’t raise taxes, listed in order of greatest magnitude.

I believe that New Yotkers reccive very valuable setvices for the arnount of taxes that ate

paid. However, many othets|do bepefit from the superlative fire, police, transit and public safety

services, to name a few, that this city has to offer, While it tay be uapopulag, T have proposed

that we consider bringing back the commuter tax. New York city is 4 prermier employer, with

countless fitms bringing wotkets to the city daily. All of these workers do benefit greatly from the

mage tansit syetem that s in i}ncc, the public safety available. A small increase, just & fraction of a

percent, to allow ug to contin

a great extent a corporation’s

¢ to fund these valuable services, would not detrimentally impact to

decision to move out of the city, becange it will not affect their

corpotate tax tate. While commuters may not appreciate the small increase to their taxes, it is 2

small price to pay to enjoy the tremendous berefit of services New York has to offer. This is

similar to other non-tesident use fees imposed by towns for the use of their beaches, libraries and

other public benefit setvices.

19. Many policy advocates champion the creation of a more diversified economy, and one that is

less reliant on Wall Srreet.
do to diversify the city’s cco
accomtnodate the anticipated

at is your position on such a plan? If you suppott it, what would you

nomy? Mow would you adjust spending in New York City to

reduction in tax tevenue as the tax base shifts to lowet paying jobs?




Additional Comments:

We should absolutely divers
tax dollars. If we have leam

driving engine of any econo
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ity our reliance on Wall Street as the greatest source of jobs and

ed anything it’s that one industry should not serve as the sole

my. The city must take steps to reconcile the fact that its past

reliance on the investment sector for job growth has come at some expense to traditional “blue

collar” jobs and also to a sm
materials like paper and cle¢
to the fact that job growth m
Too many jobs are being cre
livable wage. Some attentid
businesges, which not only ¢
source of stable, long term j
jobs by retrofitting existing |
by becoming more proficien
administrator could include
resources at work. Finally,

meaning that workers can it

aller extent “green” jobs. Wall Street is a voracious user of raw
tricity, As we divetsity the city’s economy we must be sensitive
ust mean growth, that not only is sustainable, but offers real wages.
ated in the service sector where workers find it hard to make a

n must be paid to how the city helps create “incubators” for small

ontribute to the vitality of the city’s economy, but most often are a

obs for the economy. 1 would seek to invest in “green” fitendly

obs. For instance, an electrician could enhance their credentials

it om energy officient ways to wire a building. Or an office
as a compornent of their jobs ways to reduce the use of natural
we should investigate how jobs can become more “portable™-

anefer existing skills to new career paths in the event of a more

turbulent job market. I beligve these are ideas that are worth exploration as we seek to find

innovative ways to accommi

odate the city’s shifting tax base.
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CANDIDATE

Citizens Union is adding a new ¢
addition to evaluating their stanc
well they kept the promises they
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ACCOUNTABILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

lement to its evaluation of incumbents running for re-election. In
s on. the issues above, Citizens Union will agsess incwmnbents on how
made to votets during the previous election.

As an clected official who currently holds an office other than the one for which ynn are running,

a. what wete the top fiv
current position and ;
why have you not ful

b. what are your top fiv
for this new position:

We thank you very much: {ox youd
provided is not sufficient.

Ll L

TOP FIVE CAMPAIG

Fund mote schools in my scl
Fund more senior progtanis-
Direct allocation of dollars t¢
Initiate anti-hate ctitne works
Offer small business owners

TOP FIVE 2009 CAMPAI

Self Audit the Comprroller’s
Bring the Comptroller’s offic

Financial Literacy programs

e promises you tade to your constituents when you zan for your
what progress have you made to keep those promises, and why ot
filled those promises?

r campaign promises you are making to voters during yout campaign
3

L1, LGS PUnSE, Dlease feel free to use additional paper if the space

N PROMISES FROM 2005 AND ACTION ON THEM

100l district- did so

did so
> supplement arts and sports programs in city schools-proposed such

hops-proposed such
information on available city programs and tesourees- proposed such
GIN PROMISES

office

e to the people with Satellite Borough Offtces and implementing

Protect Jobs and Hotnes with a small business incubator and helping families with guidance on

foreclosure avoidance and lo
Strategic Investment by ident

Demand Accountability fron

ATLS
tifying opportunities in growing fields and indnstries

) the Department of Education and other agencies and entities




