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2012 QUESTIONNAIRE FOR
CANDIDATES FOR NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE
Citizens Union would appreciate your response to the following questionnaire related to policy issues
facing New York State and our interest in reforming state government. Responses to these questions
will be one of several factors Citizens Union will use to evaluate candidates who are running for office in
order to determine our “Preferred Candidates” for the September 13" Primary Election, and our
“Endorsed Candidates” for the November 6" General Election.

If you seek our support, we would also need to schedule an interview with you as part of the evaluation
process. We will not automatically schedule an interview with you if you return this questionnaire, as
we prioritize competitive races and resources constrain us from evaluating all races. Please contact us if
you wish to be interviewed.

We plan to make responses to this questionnaire public on our website, Voters Directory and other
appropriate venues. We thank you very much for your response.

Candidate Name: rhazTIN__ mBeuave  DitnN Age: ©Z.
Campaign Address: Il CrEXXENT ST@EEX Brocov yN NN (120
Campaign Telephone Number: (3{7) _533 - 3700 | Fax:( )

Party Affiliation(s):_Dewi,  Campaign Manager Name:

Website & Email: D \\xv\& OvS€ necde . covn a \\o\\,\@ o\ t\t«v\\;ov 3Iewnade . COv
Education: %‘ 51

Occupation/Employer (or years in currently held elected office)

/0 YEARS NEW Yok

STETE SENETE 1 T D\S TR
Previous Offices, Campaigns and Community/Civic Involvement: /D YEWRS NY 7Y
(OO L + FoRwWAE 2 PRESDENT & PDov @D VN EVWIBSE\Z orF COMN U WY

SCaooy DI\DT R T D2,

Are you willing to be interviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Committee? YES X NO
(Please note: Citizens Union can grant its “Endorsed Candidate” rating only to candidates we have interviewed.)
Have you completed requisit mpaign finance filings?

”

YES
Signature of Candidate: / - - Date:

Citizens b\/’ ofthe City of New York
299 Broadway, Sufte 700 New York, NY 10007
phone 212-227-0342 » fax 212-227-0345 « www.Ci

Peter J.W. Sherwin, Chair » Dick Dadey, Executive Director
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I. CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Please state your position on the following reform measures. Specify whether you support or oppose
each. You may elaborate in the space provided at the end or on additional paper.

ELECTION REFORM

1. What is your position on second passage o;ﬁwe constitutional amendment (S.6698/A.9526 . o
of 2012) creating an independent redistricting commission with appointees split evenly ;@iggo;{'/’Oppose
between the majority and minority parties? i
| 2. Whatis your position on restructuring the state Board of Elections and changmg the -
administration of elections by amending the constitution to abolish the two-party system Gupport/Oppose
i of governance and operation?

E—— B )

3. What is your position on making it easier for candidates to appear on the ballot by, for | -

{ example, lowering signature requirements and utilizing less burdensome witness signature @/Oppose

L TequTemens? L S

4. What is your position on amendmg the Mumuoal Home Rule law to limit the ablhty of a e
mayor-appointed charter revision commission to “bump” other local charter amendments ﬁppn%/Oppose i
from appearing on the ballot? - ]

5. What is your position on automatically grant';g New Yorkers on paro-ié the ability to vote? Supp@'[@ﬁbé_s\g Y

. 6. What is your position on amending the constitution to allow for Eiecwon Day Registration? ‘é_@?c_/__()ppos(em

|

. iy
|

|

|

| 7. What is your position on amending the constitution to allow for no-excuse absentee : i
‘ &p//pErt/Oppose
j voting? ‘
}’ 8. Whatis your position on mst;tutmg early voting in New York State to allow voters to cast ‘
! upport/Oppose |
their votes at more convenient times? ] B
9. Whatis your positian on redesigning the ballot to ensure that voters are able to clearly
read candidates’ names, titles of offices, designations and ballot questions; that =
) : " . : Ylpport/Oppose
‘ instructions are clear and accurate; that bilingual ballots are required; and that the ballot
|
?L ~is able to split races between multiple pages? )
\ 10. What is your paosition on reforming the special election process creatmg a nonpamsan
special election for state legislative vacancies, as proposed by A.1369/5.26?
11. What is your position regarding automatic voter registration in which voter registration
information of individuals who consent to be registered is provided electronically to the | @rt/Oppose
Board of Elections, and address information is automaticaily updated?

Sdpport/Oppose

\
]
|
I

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

| 12. What is your position on estcbhshmg a matchmg public fmancmg sy:ter'nrf'or state l
» [ uppo/t/Oppose

y legislative and statewide races similar to the New York City model?

' 13. What is your posmon on loweri ng campaign contribution limits for legislative and —

. @t/Oppose

1 statewide candidates for public offrce?

14 What is your position on restnctmg campalgn contnoutlons from reg:steréd IobBylsts T - :
S@rt/Oppose

placement agents and thase who do business w:th the state?

]‘ ' 15. What is your position on hmrtmg or bannmg- campaign contnbut:ons from rorporatlons |
LLCs, and LLPs? (Note: such entities would be able to form separate political action S@d\[‘x/Oppose ':
commmees due to constitutional issues regardmg freedom of speech.)

SN e g

16 What is your posmon on closmg ‘soft money” lbopholes such as hmmng transfers from ‘ - |
party committees to candidates or other committees to twice the limit set on individual : (‘\
. L L i ) ) ) SGpport/Oppose
contributers and limiting contributicns to party committees, including housekeeping
accounts, tot he same ceiling placed on candidates?

117. What is your posmon on requiring candrdates to mclude full name home : address and
employer/business name for each contnbutron and bundler7 1

SRS, 1. i
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CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM (CONTINUED)
| 18 What is your pOsmon on requiring that two periodic campaign finance reports be filed I &
Sijéac;’t/()ppose

durmg the Ieglslatsve sessxon to reIIect contributions given during the session?

19 What is your position on strlcter requirements on the use of campaign contributions for

;  UPpGIt/Oppose

non-campaign related activity, such as personal use?

- 20. What is your position on improving disclosure of independent exper"dxtur& such as ‘
!

‘ requiring disclosure of electioneering activities and linking expenditures to candidates i @ft/Oppose i
. targeted?

. 21. Whatis your posmon on Ilmltmé the_abmty of candidates to accumulate “war chests” and
@rt/Oppose
then transfernng funds raised in one race to another? |

@Tt/Oppose

722 Whatis your position on creatmg an enforcement enmy mdependem of the State Board of |
E:ectxons to oversee campalgn fmance laws?

JUDICIAL REFORM

23 What is your posmon on a merit-based appomtment system through CIEBUOII of a j—— '
upport/Oppose
. commission for the selection of judges in all of New York’s trial courts? @/ P
| 24. What is your position simplifying and modernizing the state’s court s stem b i
, your position simplifying izing ¥ ¥ Eiboti/Opose

“' consolidating the nine trial courts into a two-tiered system?

ETHICS REFORM o
-~ 25. What is your pasition on empowering the Attorney General to mvestl ate and prosecute | !
Y 8 S . @H/Oppose

g cases involving public corruptnon mcludlng serious election law malfeasance?

- e e s

| 26. What is your position on amendmg the State Constitution to extend pensxorI forfeiture,

| .
i subject to due process safeguards, to all public officers and legislators who have been i
\ : . A | SQupport/Oppose
| convicted of felonies, building on the 2011 ethics reforms which only apply to future state ‘@/ PR
I employees?

BUDGET REFORM

I . g L . T - 1
| 27. What is your position on requiring the governor’s budget submission to t the full i
t D i1 e NG SR DS e T REESEREREE Suppdrt/Qppose |
I scope of the state’s financial obligations, including its public authorities?

I 28. What is your position on establishing an independéﬁt, nonpartisan budget office to

provide revenue projections, display economic and policy analysis and require that the ‘ Upport/Oppose
state engage in long term, multi-year budget planning? L
: 29. What is your position on the use of Generally Accepted Accountmg Principles (GAAP) ! |
I | ort/Oppose |
‘, rather than cash accounting for the state budget? @ /Oppos

30. What is your position on distributing member item allocations equally among all legislators

ort/O se |
and requiring for greater accountability as expressed in S. 7007/A101167 dep -/ ppo

|

consistent with existing law or proposed changes in separate legislation? i

I 31. What is your position on incorporating Ihe use of per.formé_h}e budgé?iﬁg and outcome @H/Oppose

i measurement to promote the mare rational appropriation of state funds?

;?2. What is your position ohiir-\'sti_tALIt_Emeﬁr?t;r-t'dat‘é for the state fiscal year? - @rt/Oppose ;
T&E} What is your position on limiting the ability of the governor to enact policy changes ‘ i
] governing the use of resources in appropriation bills by requiring that such bills be I @‘rk/Oppose

ADDITIONAL REFORM
34. What is your position on chrvegsmg public access to information by by refoEaI;g the i 1 —
' Freedom of Information and Open Meetings Laws to enhance transparency, as well as the ;@rt/Oppose
creation of tools such as open data portals to ease public access to mformat;on? 1

35 What is your position on enactment of Iegrslatxve rules reform to ;:rengthen rank-and-file 5
< @rt/Oppose
: members’ roles in the legislative process and create more equity between members?
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Please use the space provided or a separate sheet of paper to elaborate on your positions on the issues
contained in the previous pages. You may also provide additional information on any actions that you
have taken or plan to take to advance your positions on these issues.

7-) L oy, SuPPea T o BoT ZEENE T ol Be RV AU E R, B Te  TRrowy
REWIBIT P AF—:\&_\\«Q‘T\GN/ IDENTIEICpTION Fricen THE SYSTEwWwA.

2) | o) SePPoeTWE  BUT  BELLENE TS i PeeTanT | THAT  SErieds

AN DIDFTES BPPEAR  ORN  TE  BRLOT THODSE e DErHENSTRETE (O on(TyY
SOPPCRT. P DDITILaALLY . J_ TNk (T ) IPORTANT  Fe  NOTE 714737

INCREFADSED CHRANDIDRTES — CN " Dpllcd vIIRY  FRYOI( INCLrnBeE NT 5.

5) ¢+ BELIEVE  FOLOuIiNG  THE (OMIPCETION oF  FR@CUE AN (Nbiui Duar SHOLWD

ZEerN __ HiD ] mEy  Zi6HT  Te VOTE,

Q) / ,9mi  SCPrTCE _BOT  HRVE CONCERNS _1PpeOT MOl Ti PLE  9GES

BECOrNinG  (oNELSING.  1H00 THEIZE /S K FETEN T4 ¢ PPDVRINTHEE TO TMNEOSE

GIRDDaTEDS ((STED N THE  Fi12ST  PAGE.

) weollD BE  SUPPoeT OE oF EGOITHRLE Dt \Rotian &F wEMBER

ITEy 7S SHcOLD  THEY BE AU BARCE IN THE FUTURE
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. CAMPAIGN PROMISES MADE TO VOTERS (PAST AND CURRENT)

In addition to evaluating their stances on the issues above, Citizens Union will assess incumbents on how
well they kept the promises they made to voters during the previous election.

As an elected official who is seeking re-election,
a. what were the top five promises you made to your constituents when you ran for your
current seat and what progress has been made in keeping those promises, and
b. what are the top five promises you are making to the voters during this campaign?

We thank you very much for your response. Please feel free to use additional paper if the space
provided is not sufficient.

TOP FIVE CAMPAIGN PROMISES FROM 2010 AND ACTION ON THEM

i DID NoT HasE @ 2WMCE (N 2040 BOT FoCoSED oM THEDT LEESuwiw=
Yo v 1 ES
1. FolssSED ot N DHr LA DO CED [N Y [oh ) TIWE BobeTT
2. Lo CED T PeovTeElT BELCVLCED / P 2o G yzenwis INCOV TP NG = Do wTibad
ForDi 26 | Fozel conowE TPRECEND T O SEEZVICED AND  DEMLCE DERIVCES
3. T EHSED THE W TERTARSCE e T INFRZus TR OCTOLE INVESTTAAEMT . SOTFoeED
AN WD 62 sy LT AT WOE VAN oot L2 ADDTosmaL  SENDINE  To AD #ITH
(mPITIAL LM .
4. INDEPENDENT  REDISTRicT MG, SPONSOL ED 2 & PTIONDS Foe (PPN EDH KT &

HON  PrcTisAN REDISTe e TINE .

5. 50vPceT  PROLRESSICE IDEAWS  INCLUDIME  vMB el wes | ELOVMUNTY L ipadivio pA
P4

L et e Yo TS Ve U AT DA ) Y D@ O TR B D (T,

TOP FIVE 2012 CAMPAIGN PROMISES OR GOALS

1. (XA P /D W RECE / LCLRKE PRuTeetiond CECASDL A TION .

2. ZoYE T / DV NSCAVIE S S ZEVLODOCTIWWE. Rl et TS
3 Ecemdo st tC DENELCPMENT [/ JcB  (RZEmTION

4. (AMPAENGEN FIRPANCE REFC2wvWA

5. FtSew L RESPON S B LATY

Please return to: Citizens Union, Local Candidates Committee
299 Broadway, Suite 700 New York, NY 10007
via fax to 212.227.0345 or via email to policy@citizensunion.org
Call us at 212-227-0342 with any questions.
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CITIZENS UNION OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Candidate Evaluation Principles and Process

OUR VALUES AND AIMS

Citizens Union (CU) is a nonpartisan good government group dedicated to making democracy
work for all New Yorkers. Citizens Union serves as a civic watchdog, combating corruption and
fighting for political reform. We work to ensure fair and open elections, honest and efficient
government, and a civically-engaged public.

We are New Yorkers from diverse backgrounds and political beliefs, connected to our
communities and united in our commitment to put the city’s long-term interest ahead of all
special interests.

Principled and pragmatic, Citizens Union is an independent force for constructive reform, driving
policy and educating the public to achieve accountable government in the City and State of New
York.

In keeping with our mission, CU aims to promote a competitive and diverse political culture, a
fair and open political process, and accountable and responsible governance. To that end, CU
evaluates candidates for elected office and backs those who strongly support and can advance
our stated agenda for reform.

OUR CRITERIA
The following guidelines are used by the Local Candidates Committee and Citizens Union Board
of Directors in the evaluation of candidates:

«  Support for Citizens Union’s reform agenda shall be the primary criteria used in
deciding its support for a candidate. Evaluation of state legislative candidates in 2012
will weigh significantly their position regarding second passage of a constitutional
amendment to reform redistricting and the enactment of comprehensive campaign
finance reform modeled on the New York City system.

« Evidence of ability to wage an effective and competitive campaign shall be
considered, but not be determinative.

« Ability to advance CU’s goals, if elected, shall be considered, but not determinative.

» Incumbents will be held accountable for their record of reform in office and shall be
judged accordingly on the basis of their demonstrated support for CU’s issues.





