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I believe the independent drafting unit was a solid first step.

While most bills are still drafted by committee counsel who have developed areas of expertise, the ability to propose and draft a bill that may 

fall outside the walls of committee responsibility is essential.  We need the ability for creative, out of the box thinking and

the New York State Legislature's process allows for just that.

I do celebrate the new tracking system as well, which adds greater levels of transparency and show where intentional or unintentional delays lie.

I would be in favor of expanding the City Council model to look more like the State's.





Discourse generally about the State Constitution, its content and its parameters is important.  Civic engagement is critical in any effort to create to  
change, and the citizens 

of New York must clearly see the constraints that their lawmakers work within each and every day.  In order to impose meaningful, long-term reform, I 

support a state constitutional convention, to allow the citizens of New York to have a chance to weigh in on those issues that affect us all. Frankly, more 
should be done in the messaging of this issue to the voters before November, underscoring its importance and the issues behind it.



First, I support the Citizen's Union's advocacy on this issue.  Part of the very reason I am running is to combat that very pay-to-play culture.

As a citizen candidate, I feel I can be more objective, and can come into any issue not beholden to a special interest before I walk in the room.

By encouraging more "private citizens" to run, we can create a true culture of democracy.   

The State Consitutional convention which can create some meaningful voter reform is one such first step.  Once the loopholes for lobbyists,

investigations into consulting firms getting special deals for preferred candidates, and lack of overt financial disclosures are debated publicly, we 

will begin to see meaningful reform.  Too much of our government operates in the shadows and suddenly buildings go up, or affordable housing decreases 

without proper transparency much less discussion.

The idea that the New York Senate Ethics committee met two weeks ago for the first time in 8 years is exemplary of the fact that there is no public 

dialogue about ethics.  This should be a word used broadly and an ethos adopted universally.  Whether affording greater liberties to the Joint Commission 

on Public Ethics or creating dialogue in other ways, revived attention on government ethics is a cornerstone of my campaign.

Regarding #10, As a first-time candidate, the COIB disclosures feel pretty comprehensive, but I am open to additional language as appropriate.

Question 9: While committees can be onerous, we run the risk of important issues falling to the bottom of a truly dense agenda.  Until there is a FULL independent 

drafting process, we can not limit the amount of committees as we must continue not stifle greater dialogue, greater creativity, and broader solutions.

And #11, I reserve my answer until I actually assume office and can better assess one's ability to be effective in a four-year term.

In the cases of responses left blank, I do not feel that I have enough knowledge of the issue at hand to respond.  As a citizen now, or as an official in City

Council, I will not unilaterally support or oppose an issue for which I do not have sufficient grounding or knowledge. 





I am running to add more pragmatism and transparency to City Hall.  I will stand up to my colleagues and the Mayor when appropriate as I am a 

citizen candidate not beholden to anyone on Day 1.  I want to bring competent and non-partisan leadership to City Hall.  As a concerned citizen

advocating for greater public engagement, I will represent the views of my District before my own.

I believe we have reached a crisis situation in our loss of Small Businesses.  Rent reform is critical to allowing our small businesses to stabilize and

grow in our community.  I will work diligently to get our vacant storefronts filled, and to keep our mom and pop shops thriving in District 4 and throughout

the City.  I support bringing a version of the Small Business Jobs Survival Act to the floor as this legislation has just gotten kicked down the road from 

one administration to the next.

I will fight to preserve our waterways and open spaces.  As a waterfront city, we have a responsibility to our residents to optimize the recreational

uses of our parks and waterways.  We also have an equal responsibility to evaluate storm protection measures for those same waterways to be better

prepared in the next Super Storm.

I will challenge my peers in Albany to create significant transit reform.  We have an aging infrastructure that can not only handle its current load,

but can not allow for increases.  Our subways are not only old but unsafe.  As we encourage more and more New Yorkers to be environmentally

sound in their use of public transportation, we MUST ensure that it is effective and SAFE.

City Hall reform.  I support any measure which limits the real or perceived power of the Speaker.  I will fight for reform that allows for greater

participation and representation for all members without fear of retribution.  

 



My campaign is one to bring non-partisan competency to City Hall.  As stated earlier, I believe it is the responsibility of our representatives to 

honor the views of their District, before their own.

In my role as Director of Special Projects, New York State Council on the Arts, I saw first hand the ethical disbursement of state funds to deserving arts

organizations and I know transparency, and objectivity is something that can be achieved.

In the private sector, I have held my employers accountable, and and as a business owner myself, I hold myself accountable to high standards of ethics 
and trust.

I believe City Hall does not always represent the public interest.  Our NYCHA homes are crumbling, there are 60,000 homeless New Yorkers,  

are spending the highest rate per student in the country to educate our youth, with sub par results. With billions of dollars pouring into NYCHA and 

there is lead in the water in public schools, and we 

Education each year, we need greater transparency as to why we have poor results, and no solutions.

As a citizen candidate, my pledge is to fight for the issues my constituents care about, even if it means taking unpopular positions against special interests.

This is a campaign to bring competency back to City Hall. 

In short, we need a return to good government.  Of the people,by the people, and for the people... as it was originally intended.
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